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MADAM, 


55 Tu IS mk, ſo eminently calculated 
to promote the cauſe of Virtue, in form- 
ing the minds of the Fe nale Sex, for 
whom it is more particularly deſigned, 
ſubmits itſelf to your protection : as its 
native worth will acquire a double value, 
when recommended to their attention by 
one whoſe diſtinguiſned virtues have 

warmed their breaſts with the nobleſt 
emulation. What to them can appear 
greater, than to be eſteemed, as Vou, 
the comfortreſs of affliction ! the ſupport 
of feeble age! the refuge of the widow 
and helpleſs orphan, whoſe infant hands 
are ver raiſed to the Deity to implore 
bleſſings and length of happy days for 


theſe who . them, in yet imper- 
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fe DEDICATION. 
fect accents, to praiſe Him ? Impute not 
this to flattery ; he who flatters com- 
mends not, and nothing can be more 
inconſiſtent with the * with which 5 
1 am, | 


MADAN, 
Your moſt obedient Servant, 
The Eprron. 


THE PREFACE. 


Ty HE corruption of the age is a complaint 
with many men who contribute to increaſe it. 
In like manner, the inattention of the people 


is a complaint with many preachers who are 


themſelves to blame. A dull diſcourſe natu- 
rally produces a liſtleſs audience; there being 
few hearers who will attend to that by which 
their hearts are not engaged, or their ima- 
ginations entertained, To entertain the ima- 
gination principally, were a poor, and indeed 
a vitious aim in a preacher. To engage the 
heart, with a view to mend it, ſhould be his 
grand ambition. Any farther than as it may 
prove ſome way or other ſubſervient to that, 
entertainment {ſhould never be admitted into 
a ſermon, There, to ſay the truth, we ſel- 
dom meet with too much of the latter. Would 
to God we often met there with more of the 
former! 
The Author of the following Diſcourſes: was 
prompted to publiſh them, from an unfeigned 
regard for the Female Sex; from a fervent 
zeal for the beſt intereſts of ſociety, on which 
he believes their diſpoſitions and deportment 
will ever have a mighty influence; and, laſt- 
| „ | 
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ty, from 4 ſecret deſire, long felt, of trying 
whether that ſtyle of preaching, which to him 


appears, upon the whole, adapted to an au- 


ditory above the vulgar rank, might ſucceed 


on a ſubject of this nature; nothing in the 


kind, that he knows of, having been endea- 


voured before, in any language. That the at- 
tempt was as difficult as it was new, and that 
this very difficulty was probably the cauſe of 


̃ãts having been hitherto declined, he could not 


help conſidering, at the ſame time; and the 


conſideration created ſuch a diffidence of ſuc- 


ceſs, as made him defirous of concealing him- 
Jelf. With reſpect to the candour of the pu- 


Hlic, he entertained no diſtruſt. On that he 
c65ꝗ)heerfully relied for every proper allowance, 
particularly as to ſome fingularities in the 

compoſition, upon which he would not have 


ventured, but for the uncommonneſs of the 


_ occaſion : Nor has he been diſappointed. 


hut the public has not ſhewn candour 


only; it has even exerciſed indulgence ; 
Perſons of both ſexes, of varioms denomina- 
tions, and of different taſtes, having joined 


in expreſſing the moſt generous approbation. 


the fears that attended the firſt experiment 


being thus diſpelled, there was no longer any 


peaſon for ſuppreſſing the writer's name. And 


readers having immediately diſcovered him. 
Their very favourable opinion, ſo far be- 
vyond his expectation, affords him peculiar 


PREFACE. wi 
indeed it had been in vain, the majority Of his 


pleaſure, as it raiſes his hopes, that what is 


here ſuggeſted may, by the bleſſing of Hea- 


ven, which he humbly implores, contribute to 
dhe improvement of the molt agrecable part of 
the creation, and be of conſequence both to their 


own felicity, and that of millions with whom 


they are now, or may be hereafter, connected. 


In this cafe, it will add to his happineſs to re- 


flect, that he has rendered the plain voice of 


Truth acceptable amongſt thoſe who are * 


tempted by the ſyren- ſong of Flattery. 
Beſides many corrections and enlargements 
in this edition, the two laſt ſermons of the for- 
mer, being much too long, are here divided 


into four; by which means the attention of the 


reader will be relieved, and the ſize of the vo- 
lumes is brought to an equality. The rules 
relating to Devotion, which before occupied 
only the ſecond part of the eleventh ſermon, 
now employ the whole of it, ſo as to follow 
out, in a regular connection, the ſubject of 
Female Piety; and the other part concern- 
ing Good Works, comes after, in its natural 
order. 
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| viii PpRETACE. 
7M | The preacher i is willing to hope, that wa- 
men of moſt conditions, and at all ages, may 
meet with ſome uſeful counſel, or ſome ſalu- 
tary hint, ſhould curioſity incite them to look 
into theſe Diſcourſes. Should any of thoſe 
young perſons in genteel life, to whom they 
are chiefly addreſſed, deem the reprehenſions 
they contain too ſevere, or too indiſcriminate, 
he can only ſay, that, as all were dictated by 
\ friendſhip no leſs than by conviction, ſo he 
wiſhes to be underſtood, that many were oc- 
caſioned by a particular obſervation of thoſe 
| characters and manners which are eſteemed 
1135 faſhionable amongſt the Voung and the Gay 
| of this metropolis. In the country (a deno- 
mination, which, as matters are commonly 
conducted, he can by no means allow to the 
neighbourhood of London) the contagion of 
vice and folly, it may be preſumed, is not ſo | 
epidemical. In ſhort, he is perſuaded, that 
women of worth and ſenſe are to be found 
3 every where, but moſt frequently in the calm 
{11 of retreat, and amidſt the coolneſs of regol · 


lecton. 
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On the 8 of the Female Sex, 
* the Younger Fart. 


7 Wil that women adorn thenſeloves in mo- 
deft appare!, with ſhamefacedneſs and ſobriety ; | 
not with broidered hair, or gold, or pearls, or 
cal array ; but (which becometh women Pro- | 
aling e auith goed —_—_ 5 


ce Ca AN a 3 forget her ornaments, or a 
« bride her attire?” is the Amighty's 
queſtion by the mouth of a prophet, Splen- 
did attire, and rich ornaments, are, in mapy 
parts of Scripture, ſpoken. of without cen- 


ſure, and in Tome wich approbation,— 
Ho lume I, ü 


14 SERMONS ro germ. I. 
« The king's daughter,” ſays the Pfalmift, 1s 
all glorious within:“ he adds, “ her cloth- 
ing is of wrought gold; ſhe ſhall be brought 
« unto the king in raiment of needle- work.“ 
The virtuous woman is in the Proverbs ap- 
1 plwGK⸗auded for clothing her houſchold with 
= . ſcarlet, and herſelf with filk and purple.“ 
„ The Creator has poured unbounded beauty 
. buoer his works, Witneſs the flowers of the 
1 field, celebrated by our Saviour himſelf; wit- 
neſs the gems of the mine, mentioned in the 
Revelation of St. John, as employed to give 
- additional luſtre even to the New Jerutalem 
A witneſs, 1n ſhort, all that wonderful colour- 
{181 ing, and thoſe fair proportions, that pleaſe 
| the eye, and amuſe the imagination, with 
endleſs variety. Who can reſiſt, who indeed 
o0ugnzt to reſiſt, the agreeable effect? Surely 
= the Author of Nature does nothing in vain. 
le ſurely meant, that by beholding her with 
= delight we might be led to copy her with care, 
and from contemplating the inferior orders: 
of beauty, riſe to the admiration of that which 
is ſupreme. 
As he has furniſhed infinite tick for th> 
_ exerciſe and entertainment, no leſs than for the 
proviſion and accommodation of man; ſo haz 
Pe | He 
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 Youne WonxEx. 15 
ke inſpired that genius, and ſupplied thoſe 
powers by which they are moulded into form, 
and heightened into ſplendor. We are war- 
zantcd to ſay ſo by Revelation itſelf, where we 
are expreſsly told, that / the fpirit of the Lord 
« filled Bezalcel, Aholiab, and others, 


ce with wiſdom, and underſtanding, and know- _ 
3 ledge to deviſe and work all manner of cu- 
& rĩous and cunning works of the carver of 


* wood, the cutter of ſtones, the jeweller, the 
© engraver, the weaver, the embroiderer in 
« blue and in purple, in ſcarlet and in fine li- 


tc nen. What multitudes are daily employ- 
ed and comfortably ſupported by theſe and 


fuch like ornamental arts, hardly any one is 
ignorant. 
That works of 1 ingenuity and elegance are 


particularly becoming in your ſex ; and that 


the ſtudy of them ought to enter into female 


education as much as poſſible, all, I think, 
are agreed. In fine, none but the moſt con- 
tracted, or the moſt prejudiced, will deny that 
women may avail themſelyes of every decent 


attraction, that can lead to a ſtate for which 


they were manifeſtly formed; and that, ſhould _ 
they, by any neglect of their perſons, render 


themſclyes leſs male than God has made 
B 2 
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16 San uns T9. | Ferm. * . 
them, they would ſo far diſappoint the deſign 


of their creation. 

Theſe conſiderations will, I ade; bn 
thought more than ſufficient to prove, that 
the paſſage of St. Paul, which I have ſelected 
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| 
j Wt for my text, is not to be underſtood ſtrictly 
d 5 . and abſolutely, where it ſeems to condemn 
TE female ornament in general. It was com- 
8 mon with the Hebrews to expreſs compara- 
11 tive precepts in a poſitive manner, as might 


be ſhewn from a number of texts. But you 

BE are not diſpoſed to doubt it, What then is 
1 * oaur apoſtle's meaning ? © I would exhort and 
— * even enjoin Chriſtian women always to 
F « dreſs with decency and moderation ; never 
* to go beyond their circumſtances, nor a- 

SV e ſpire above their ſtation, ſo as to preclude 
Fi | ce or hinder works of mercy ; nor to value 
| 1 « themſelves on their dreſs, or deſpiſe others 
| e more meanly habited; in ſhort, never to 

« ſpend too much time or thought on the 

|  * embelliſhment of the body, but always 
(| 4 to prefer the graces of the mind, modeſty, 
1 * meekneſo, prudence, piety, and all virtu- 
#* ous and charitable occupations, all beauti- 
| ful, and uſeful accompliſhments, ſuited to 
their rank and condition. Theſe are the 
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men, ſeldom hear truth. 


8 erm. I, Younc Women, i 17 
« chief ornaments of their ſex ; theſe will 


* render them truly lovely as Women, and 
ce as Chriſtians; theſe will more peculiarly 


ec become them ?” Such, I conceive, is the 


doctrine of this divine writer, and of his fel- 
low apoſtle St. Peter on the ſame ſubject: and 


fech, in ſubſtance, was the doctrine of ſome 
af the wiſeſt Heathens. 
quote one of them : © It is not gold, nor 
* emeralds, nor purple; but modeſty, gra- 
© yity, and decent deportment, that can 


Give me leave to 


< truly adorn a woman.” Ah, my fair 
friends! how attractive and how happy might 
all of you be, were you effeCtually perſuaded 


to form yourſelves on ſach maxims ; and what 


fingular pleaſure would it afford the preacher, 
if, by the bleſſing of God, he might fo per-- 
ſuade you! 

Princes, it has hom ſaid, and young wo- 
It is a melancholy 
confideration. Flattery you have often heard, 
and ſometimes, I doubt not, liſtened to. 


May he hope for your attention, whoſe cha- 


x | 
racter forbids him to flatter, and whoſe prin- 


ciples are equally averſe to it : Nothing, I 


am convinced, can be more pernicious to our 
beſt intereſts, chan che adulation with which 
ET p 3 


18 | SERMONS TO Serm. J. 
von are & early and fo generally entertained. 


You will not look for it here. But be not 
afraid, on the other hand, of the bitterneſs of | 
reproach, or the bluntneſs of incivility. If 
any thing ſhould appear harſh, be aſſured it 
proceeds from real regard. We would not 
willingly offend, we are naturally ſolicitous to 
pleaſe you: but we dare not promote your 


pleaſure at the expence of your improvement. 
To tenderneſs and reſpect you are entitled; 
but certainly faithful and candid admonition 
is not incompatible with the latter; and of 


the former, if 1 am not millaken. it 1s the: 


trueſt proof. 
Ihe Almighty has thrown you on the pro- 
tection of our ſex. To yours we are indebt- 


ed on many accounts. He that abuſes you, 


diſnonours his mother. Virtuous women are 
the ſweeteners, the charm of human life. 


4 A virtuous woman—her price is far above Sy 


< rubies.” This is not flattery : it is juſt 
praiſe : and that every one of you may de- 


ſerve ſuch commendation, is my earneſt pray- 


er. Much, I am ſure, depends on you. And 
this ſhall be my Firſt Point; to which I will 


devote the preſent diſcourſe, as a proper 
| foundation for what is to follow. That L 


Serm. T. Younc WOMEN. 19 
thus addreſs you in particular, is principally 
owing to the idea I have formed of your con- 
ſequence. 

He that Jepreciates your foi is as unkind 
to ſociety, as he is unjuſt to you. Yet to do 
ſo in your abſence, 1 am ſorry to ſay, is too 
common with many men; with thoſe very 
men that ſooth you to your faces, and are 
dupes to your ſmiles. Is this either manly 
or fair? Becauſe there are fooliſh and vitious 
women, does it follow that there are hardly 
any other ? Were ſuch an opinion to prevail 
generally, what would become of human kind? 
Were ſo ungracious a ſyſtem once eſtabliſned, 
is there not reaſon to fear, it would ſoon grow 
to be too well founded? The world, we know, 
35 mightily influenced by reputation. Ap- 
plauſe incites and animates : contempt has a 
contrary effect. A concern for character is, 
from their conſtitution, education, and cir- 
cumſtances, particularly ſtrong in women; in 
all but thoſe who, having loſt their native 
honours, have with them loſt their ſenſe of 
ame; an infamy to which they would have 
11 deſcended, 125 they not firſt ſunk in 
Laeir own efimation, 


. 


ö; e Serm. I, 
That admired maxim of Heathen antiqui- 
ty, © Reverence thyſelf;“ ſeems to me pe- 
culiarly proper for a woman. She that does 
not reverence herſelf, muſt not hope to be re- 
ſpected by others. I would, therefore, re- 
mind you of your own value. By encourage- 
Ing you to entertain a juſt eſteem for your- 
ſelves, I would on one hand guard you againſt 
every thing degrading, and on the other a- 
waken your ambition to act up to the beſt 
ſtandard of your ſex ; to aſpire at every ami- 
able, every noble auality that is proportioned 
to your ſtate, or that can inſure the affection, 
and preſerve the importance to which you 
were born. Now, this importance is very 
great, whether we conſider you in your pre- 
ſent ſingle condition, or as, afterwards con- 
nected in wedlock, | 
Conſidering you in your preſent fingle con- 
dition, I would begin where your duty in ſo- 
ciety begins, by putting you in mind how 
deeply your parents are intereſted in your be- 
haviour. For the ſake of the argument, I 
ſuppoſe your PRremts to be alive. Thoſe that 
have had the misfortune to be early deprived 
pf theirs, are commonly left to the care of 
{ome friend or guardian, who is underſtood 


Serm. J. YouncG Wourn, 21 
to ſupply their place: and to ſuch my re- 
marks on this head will not be altogether in- 
applicable. But I muſt likewiſe ſappoſe, that 
your parents deſerve the name ; that they are 
really concerned for your virtue and welfare. 
Great God! are there then any of thy 
creatures ſo unnatural, as to negle the cul- 
ture and happineſs of the children thou haſt 
given them? Yes, and worſe than to neglect 
it. © Be aſtoniſhed, O ye heavens at this!“ 
There are beings called-Parents, and Chriftian 
Parents, whe are at pains to introduce their 
inexperienced offspring to folly, to vice, to 
_ practice that can plunge them into miſe- 
What! Mothers too, and Mothers 
* W godlineſs! Ts it poſſible that 
they can train up the fruit of their womb, 
their own daughters, to diſhonour and de- 
ſtruction? Alas! it is done every day, and 
paſſes unregarded. There is not perhaps in 
the whole ſcience of female vanity, female 
luxury, or female falſehood, a ſingle article 
that is not taught, and exemplified alſo by 
thoſe Chriſtian Mothers, to the poor young 
creatures, whom every dictate of nature, as 
well as every principle of the Goſpel, ſhould 
engage their parents to bring up in modeſty 


part (you never can repay the whole) of that 
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_ ſobriety, and ſimplicity of manners. What 
words can paint the guilt of ſuch a conduct! 
Are you who now hear me bleſt with pa- 
rents, that even in theſe times, and in this 
' metropolis, where all the corruption and futi- 
lity of theſe times are concentred, diſcovec a 
zeal for your improvement and falyation ? 
How thankful ſhould you be, to God and to 
them, for the mighty blefling ! Would you 
| thew them that you are thankful? Do nothing 
to make them unhappy ; do all in your power 
to give them delight. Ah, did you but know 
how much it is in your power to give them 
But who can deſcribe the tranſports of a 
breaſt truly parental, on beholding a daughter 
| ſhoot up like ſome fair, but modeſt flower, 
and acquire, day after day, freſh beauty and 
growing ſweetneſs, ſo as to fill every eye with 
Pleaſure, and every heart with admiration ; 
While, like that ſame flower, ſhe appears un- 
conſcious of her opening charms, and only 
rejoices in the ſun that cheers, and the hand 
that ſhelters her ? In this manner ſhall you 
my lovely friend, repay moſt acceptably a 


immenſe debt you owe for all the pains and 
; fears formerly ſaffered, and for all the unut- 
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terable anxieties a experienced on your 
account. 

Perhaps you are the only daughter, per- 
haps the only child of your mother, and ſhe 
a widow. All her cares, all her fenſations 
point to you. Of the tenderneſs of a much 
loved and mach lamented huſband, you are 
the ſole remaining pledge. On you ſhe often 
fixes her earneſt melting eye ; with watchful 
attention ſhe marks the progreſs of your ri- 
ling virtues ; in every ſoftened feature ſhe 
fondly traces your father's ſenſe, your father's 
probity. Something within her whiſpers you 
ſhall live to be the prop and comfort of 
her age, as you are now her companion and 
friend. Bleſſed Lord, what big emotions 
ſwell her labouring ſoul! But leſt, by venting 
them in your company, ſhe ſhould affect you 
too much, ſhe filently withdraws to pour 
them forth in tears of rapture ; a rapture on- 
ly augmented by the ſweetly ſad remem. 
brance that mingles with it, while, at the 
ſame time, it is exalted and conſecrated dou- 
ble by ardent vows to Heaven for pour preſer- 
ration and proſperity. Is there a young wo- 
man that can think of this with indifference ? 
Is here a young woman that can reverſe the 
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ture that could break a widowed mother” 5 
; heart, and ſupport the thought ! A 


when ſhe diſobeys her parents, diſgraces her 
education, diſhonours her ſex, diſappoints the 
| hopes ſhe had raiſed ; when ſhe throws herſelf 
away ona man unworthy of her, or if diſ- 


to make her happy ; what her parents in any 


deſcription, ſuppoſe herſelf the umpious crea- 


When a daughter, it may be a favourite 
eee turns out unruly, fooliſh, wanton; 


poſed, yet, by his or her ſituation, unqualified 


of thoſe caſes muſt neceſſarily ſuffer, we may 


= conjecture, they alone can feel. 


The world, I know not how, overlooks in 


eur ſex a thouſand irregularities, which it ne- 


ver forgives in yours; ſo that the honour 


and peace of a family are, in this view, much 


7 


more dependent on the conduct of daughters 
than of ſons: and one young lady going a- 
ſtray, ſhall ſubject her relations to ſuch diſ- 


credit and diſtreſs, as the united good con- Mt d 
duct of all her brothers and ſiſters, ſuppoſing t. 


them numerous, ſhall ſcarce ever be able to ¶ tc 


repair. But I preſs not any farther an argu- 
ment ſo exceedingly plain. We can progno- 
ſticate nothing virtuous, nothing happy, con- 

cerning thoſe wretched creatures of either ſex 
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that do not feel for the latisfaction, eaſe, or 
honour of their parents. 
Another, and a principal ſource of your im- | 
portance, is the very great and extenſive in- 
fluence, which you in general have with our 
ſex. There is in female youth an attraction, 
which every man of the leaſt ſenſibility muſt 
perceive. If aſſiſted by beauty, it becomes 
irreſiſtible in the firſt impreſſion. Vour power 
thus far we do not affect to conceal. He that 
made both you and us, manifeſtly meant it 
ſhould be ſo, from having attempered our 
hearts to ſuch emotions. Would to God you 
knew how to improve this power to its nobleſt 
purpoſes ! Then ſhould we rejoice to ſee it 
| increaſed. Indeed, it would then be increa- 
ſed of courſe. Youth and beauty ſet off with 
amen and virtue, capacity and diſcretion, 
what have not they accompliſhed ? 
Far be it front me, my fair hearers, to 
| damp your ſpirits, or to wiſh to abridge your 
triumphs ! On the contrary, by aſſiſting you 
to direct, we would contribute to exalt and 
extend them. We are all ſorry when we ſee 
them miſplaced or abuſed ; and =I was 
going to add, nothing is more common. To 


give them their juſt direction, is truly a nies 
Fa 0114172 ” # 2 | C 
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point. Power, from whatever ſource derived, 
is always in danger of turning the head. It 
has ruined many an old one. What then ſhall. 


become of a young woman placed on ſuch a 
precipice? Can aught preſerve or balance 
her, but ſobriety and caution, a good provi- 


dence, and good advice ? 
There are few young women who are not 
pleaſing i 1n the eyes of ſome men. And what 
might not the greater part of you do to ſe- 


cure ſolid eſteem, and to promote general re- 
formation, amongſt our ſex ? Are ſuch objects 


_ unworthy of your purſuit ? If men diſcover, 
indeed, that you ſtudy to captivate them by 


an outſide only, or by little frivolous arts, 
there are many of them who will rejoice at 


the diſcovery ; and, while they themſelves 
ſeem taken by the lure, they will endeavour 
in fact to make you their prey. Some more 
ſentimental ſpirits, who might be dazzled in 


the beginning, will ſoon be diſabuſed; and a 
few more honourable characters will ſcorn to 


take advantage of your folly. Folly moſt un- 


doubtedly it is, by a wrong application of 
your force, to loſe the ne for the ſha- 


dow. : 
Now. and then a giddy youth -_ be 


r 
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caught. But what is the allow ain 
of an hundred ſuch, or the ſmooth addreſs of 
artful deſtroyers, to the-heart-felt reſpect of 
men of worth and diſcernment, or the well 
earned praiſe of reclaiming, were it but one 
offender! ] believe, indeed, you might re- 
claim a multitude. I can hardly conceive 
what man would be able to withſtand the ſoft 
perſaafion of your words, but chiefly of your 
looks and actions, ſweetly exerted on the ſide 
of goodneſs. 

« Were Virtue,” ſaid an ancient philoſo- 
pher, © to appear amongſt men in viſible 
« ſhape, what vehement deſires would ſhe en- 
„ kindle !”” Virtue exhibited without affecta- 
tion by a lovely young perſon, of improved 
underſtanding and gentle manners, may be 
ſaid to appear in the moſt alluring form, ſur- 
rounded by the Graces: and that breaſt muſt 
be cold indeed that does not take fire at the 
iber 

The influence of the ! is no doubt re- 
ciprocal ; but, | muſt be of opinion, that 
yours is the greateſt. How often have J ſeen 
a company of men, who were diſpoſed to be 
riotous, checked all at once into decency by 
te accidental entrance of an amiable wo- 
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point. Power, from whatever ſource derived, 
is always in danger of turning the head. It 
has ruined many an old one. What then ſhall 
become of a young woman placed on ſuch a 
precipice? Can aught preſerve or balance 


her, but ſobriety and caution, a good provi- 
dence, and good advice? 
There are few young women who are not 


pleaſing in the eyes of ſome men. And what 
might not the greater part of you do to ſe- 


cure ſolid eſteem, and to promote general re- 


formation, amongſt our ſex ? Are ſuch objects 
_ unworthy of your purſuit ? If men diſcover, 


indeed, that you ſtudy to captivate them by 


an outſide only, or by little frivolous arts, 

there are many of them who will rejoice at 
the diſcovery; and, while they themſelves 
ſeem taken by the lure, they will endeavour 
in fact to make you their prey. Some more 
ſentimental ſpirits, who might be dazzled in 


the beginning, will ſoon be diſabuſed; and a 
few more honourable characters will ſcorn to 
take advantage of your folly. Folly moſt un- 


doubtedly it is, by a wrong application of 
your force, to loſe the ſubſtance for the ſha- 


dow. 


Now and then a giddy youth may be 
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„„ 
caught. But what is the ſhallow admiration 
of an hundred ſuch, or the ſmooth addreſs of 
artful deſtroyers, to the heart: felt reſpect of 


men of worth and diſcernment, or the well- 
earned praiſe of reclaiming, were it but one 


| offender! ] believe, indeed, you might re- 


claim a multitude. I can hardly conceive 
what man would be able to withſtand the ſoft 
perſuaſion of your words, but chiefly of your 
looks and actions, wee” exerted on the fide 
of goodneſs. | 

« Were Virtue,” ſaid an ancient t philoſo- 
pher, “ to appear amongſt men in viſible 


| © ſhape, what vehement deſires would ſhe en- 


6 kindle | !” Virtue exhibited without affeQa- 
tion by a lovely young perſon, of improved 
underſtanding and gentle manners, may be 
faid to appear in the moſt alluring form, ſur- 
rounded by the Graces : and that breaſt muſt 
be cold indeed that does not t take fire at the 
ſight! 

The influence of the ſexes is no doubt re- 
ciprocal ; bur, I muſt be of opinion, that 
yours is the greateſt. How often have I ſeen 
a company of men, who were diſpoſed to be 
riotous, checked all at once into decency by 
tne accidental entrance of an amiable wo- 
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{i man; While her good ſenſe and obliging de- 
1 portment charmed them into at leaſt a tem- 
1 porary conviction, that there is nothing ſo 
beautiful as female excellence, nothing ſo de- 
lightful as female converſation in its beſt 
form! Were ſuch conviftion frequently re- 
„ peated (and it would be frequently repeated 
5 if ſuch excellence and ſuch converſation were 
more general), what might we not expect 
if From it at laſt ? In the mean time, it were 
8 eaſy to point out inſtances of the moſt evident 
| reformation wrought on particular men, by 
their having happily conceived a paſſion for 
virtuous women : but, of the leaſt valuable of 
your ſex, when have you known any that were 
_ arnended by the ſoctety or example of the 
better part of ours ? Ip 
To form the manners of men, Various 
cauſes contribute; but nothing, I apprehend, 
ſo much as the turn of the women they con- 
verſe with. Thoſe who are moſt coverſant 
with women of virtue and underſtanding, 
will be always found the moſt amiable cha- 
racters, other circumſtances being ſuppoſed 
alike. Such ſociety, beyond every thing elle, 
rubs off the corners that give many of our 
ſex an un gracious rou ghneſs, It produces 3 
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poliſh more perfect and more pleaſi ing, than 
that which is received from 4 general com- 
merce with the world. This laſt is often 


ſpecious, but commonly ſuperficial. The 


other is the reſult of gentler feelings, and a 


more elegant humanity; the heart itſelf is 


moulded ; habits of undiſſembled courteſy are 
formed; a certain flowing urbanity is ac- 


| quired; violent paſſions, raſh oaths, coarſe 


jets, indelicate language of * kind, are 
precluded and diſreliſhed. Underſtanding 
and virtue, by being often contemplated in 
the moſt engaging lights, have a ſort of aſſi- 
milating power. I do not mean that the men 
] ſpeak of will become feminine ; but their 
ſentiments and deportment will contract a 
grace. Their principles will have nothing 
ferocious or forbidding ; their affections will 
be chaſte and ſoothing at the ſame inſtant. 
In their cauſe the gentleman, the man of 
worth, the Chriſtian, will all melt inſenfibly 
and ſweetly into one another How agree. 
able the compoſition ! In the ſame way too, 
honourable love is inſpired and cheriſhed. — 
Honourable love! that great preſervative of 
purity, that powerful ſoftner of the fierceſt 
ſoirit nee improver of the rudeſt car. 
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riage, that all ſubduing, yet all- exalting prin- 


ciple oſ the human breaſt, which humbles the 
proud, and bends the ſtubborn, yet fills with 


lofty conceptions, and animates with a forti- 
tude that nothing can conquer — What ſhall 


I ſay more ?——which converts the ſavage 


into a man, and lifts the man into a hero! 
What a happy change ſhould we behold in 


the minds, the morals, and the demeanour of 
our youth, were this charming paſſion to take 
Place of that falſe and vitious gallantry which 


gains ground amongit us every day, to the 
_ diſgrace of our country, to the diſcourage- 
ment of holy wedlock, to the deſtruction of 
| Health, fortune, decency, refinement, recti- 
tude of mind, and dignity of manners! For 


any part, I deſpair of ſeeing the effeminate, 
trifling, and diſſolate character of the age re- 
formed, ſo long as this kind of gallantry is 


the mode. But it will be the mode, ſo long 
as the preſent faſhionable ſyſtem of . 


education continues. 
Parents now. a- days, almoſt gnine-ſally 
down to the loweſt tradeſman, or mechanic, 
who to ape his ſuperiors ſtrains himſelf be- 


hs his circumſtances, ſend their daughtery 


7p boss ding ſehoah. * what do they mal 
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ly learn there ? I fay, moſtly ; ; for there are 
exceptions, and ſuch as do the miſtreſs real 
honour. Need 1 mention that, making allow- 
ance for thoſe exceptions, they learn princi- 
pally to dreſs, to dance, to ſpeak bad French, 
to prattle much nonſenſe, to practiſe I know M 
not how many pert conceited airs, and in con- 
ſequence of all, to conclude themſelves ac- 
compliſhed women !—I fay nothing here of 
the alarming ſuggeſtions I have heard as to 
the corruption of their morals. Thus prepared 
they come forth into the world, Their pa- 
rents, naturally partia al, fancy them to be 
every thing that is fine, and are impatient to 
ſhew them, or, according to the faſhionable | 
pbrate, to let them ſee company ; by which 
is chiefly meant exhibiting them in pabtic 
places. Thither at leaſt many of them are 
conducted. They have youth, and perhaps 
beauty. The effect of both is heightened by 
every poſſible means, at an expence fre- 
quently felt for a long time after. They are 
intoxicated by ſo many things concurring to 
deprive them of their little ſenſes. Gazers 
and flatterers they meet with every where. All 
is romance and diſtraction, the extravagance 
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domeſtic or rational is thought of. Alas! 


they were never taught it. How to appear 
abroad with the greateſt advantage, is the 
main concern. In ſubſerviency to that, as 


well as from the general love of amuſement, 


parties of pleaſure, as they are called, be- 
come the prevailing demand. The ſame diſ- 
poſitions on the ſide of the men, ſometimes 


ſtimulated by the worſt deſigns, often ſecond- 
ed by good nature, and not ſeldom perhaps 


: puſhed on by the fear of appearing leis gene- 
rous or leſs gallant, promp them to keep 
pace with all this folly. They are ſoon fired 


in the chace ; every thing is gay and glitter- 
ing; prudence appears too cold a monitor; 
gravity is deemed ſevere; the ladies muſt be 


pleaſed; mirth and diverſion is all in all. The, 
phantoms paſs; the female adventurers muſt 
return home: it is needleſs to ſay, with what 


impreſſions. The young gentlemen are not 
always under equal reſtraint; their blood 
boils; the tavern, the ſtreets, the ſtews, eke 


out the evening; riot and madneſs conclude 
the ſcene: or, if this ſhould be prevented, it 
is not difficult ta imagine the diſſipation that 
muſt naturally grow out of theſe idle gallan- 
tries often repeated, Nor ſhall we be ſurpriſed 
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| to find the majority of our youth ſo infignifi- 


cant, and ſo profligate; when to theſe we join 
the influence of bad or giddy women grown 
up, the infection of the moſt peſtilent books, 


and the pattern of veterans in fin, ever zea- 


lous to diſplay the ſuperiority of their talents. 


by the number of their diſciples. 

Tuat men are ſometimes dreadfully ſucceſs- 
ful in corrupting the women, cannot be de- 
nied. But do women, on the other ſide, ne- 
ver corrupt the men? I ſpeak not at preſent of 
thoſe abandoned creatures that are the viſible 
ruin of ſo many of our unhappy youth: but, 
I mult take the liberty to ſay, that, amongſt 
a number of your ſex who are not ſunk ſo 
low, there is a forwardneſs, a levity of look, 
converſation, and demeanour, unſpeakably 
hurtful to young men. 'Their reverence for 
female virtue in general, it deſtroys in a great 
meaſure; it even tempts them to ſuſpect that 
the whole is a pretence, that the ſex are all 
of a piece. The conſequence of this, with 
$2gard to their behavicur while they remain 
ſiogle, the prejudices it muſt neceſſarily pro- 
duce, againſt marriage, and the wild work it 
is likely to make if they ever enter into that 
late, 1 leave or to guels. S 
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 Hitherto I have ſpoken only of the intereſt 


young women have with our ſex. Let me 
now ſay ſomething of that which they have 


with their own. It is not perhaps ſo extenfive 


as the other: but for obvious reaſons it cannot 


be inconſiderable. Do they always uſe it to 
good purpoſes? Do they never corrupt one 


another? Do none of them aſſiſt the common 
enemy; thoſe wicked and deſigning men that 


are combined againſt the ſex, and efpecially 
againſt the innocent and unwary ? Do the old 


never initiate the young in thoſe low arts of 
diſſimulation and cunning, which a wiſe wo- 
man cannot want, and which a worthy woman 


will not practice? Do the young But I haſten 


from ſo painful a topic, to conſider the impor- 


tance of your ſex in another light. As you 
have certainly great influence at preſent, ſo, 

In the next place, it may be probably in 
your power to communicate much happineſs, 


or to occafion much miſery hereafter. I think 
now of the chances you have to be connected 
in wedlock. Theſe it is impoſſible to calcu- 


late: but there are not, I ſuppoſe, many young 


women who, at one time or another, unleſs they 
themſelves are in the fault, may not form that 


connection with the uſual proſpects; and I ſay, 


— 
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As to the firſt, I am not W that 


mere are ſome men ſo groſsly inſenſible, as to 
be for the moſt part little or nothing affected 
8 by the temper or behaviour of their wives; 
provided only they do not ruin their affairs. 
And, indeed, if thoſe wives are ill. tempered, 
or ill behaved, ſuch want of feeling is ſo far 
well for their huſbands. If otherwiſe, how much 


are they themſelves objects of compaſſion, 


chus condemned to drag a wretched life with 
beings, on whom all their endeavours to de- 


: light are loſt ! How ſenſibly muſt ſuch a ſitu- 


ation pain a delicate and ingenuous mind! 


What can reconcile her to it, but the ſtrongeſt 


principles of religion ? 
Some ſordid or ſaturnine ſpirits of either 


ſex there may be who can ſupport a connec- 
tion of this kind with a ſtupid infipidity, plod-. 
ding along through a taſteleſs exiſtence, with- 
out attachment or gratitude, deſire or hope. 
Whether the caſe is very common, I leave 
others to decide, Of both ſexes, there ara 


certainly many who are not made of ſuch dull 


materials, With reſpe& to them — B ue 
ſurely it cannot be neceſſary to diſplay the fe- 
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that the men you marry, the children you 

bring, and the community at large, will be all 
deeply intereſted in your conduct. 
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4 licity or the woe which muſt unavoidably ariſe 
„ to them from their partners. Here, however, 
1 as in moſt inſtances where the modes of life 
1 happen to influence, it myſt be allowed the men 
1 14 have the advantage. If they are unequal- 
=: -- yoked, they are generally furniſhed with 
| * various means of beguiling their wretchedneſs 
. at a diſtance from home; whereas, if ſuch is 
% the fate of the poor women, they are com. 
Els: _ monly left to pine away in ſolitary miſery, 
Por them ſcare any allowance is made; to 
them little or no pity is ſhewn : while the 
1 former make themſelves judges in their own 
* 


cauſe, and the partial world is ready to ſide 
Wh with them, But yet, if the uſages of that 
1 leave them often more room to elude the ideas 
1" of domeſtic diftreſs, the feelings of nature wil 
never ſuffer them fairly to eſcape it. A wo- 
man, it is certain, if ſhe is ſo minded, has 


| [1 N | ſtill the power of plaguing her partner, out of 
4 every real enjoyment; a power, indeed, of 
1 which nothing can juſtify the exerciſe. 
1 I.t is natural for me to with well to my own 
J | ſex; and, therefore, you will not wonder, if 
Iam ſolicitous for your poſſeſſing every qua: 
| 1 lity that can render you agreeable companions, 
if 1 | in a relation which of all others is the moi: 
1 | Intimate, ſhould be the moſt COSTS and 
F 1 | i 
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muſt be the happieſt or the worſt. But to 
this ſolicitude my friendſhip for you is at leaſt 
an equal motive. In truth, were the lower 


n WE ſprings of ſelf love to have no effect on your 
|- WT condutt here, I muſt yet think, that the moſt 
th eſined principles of generoſity and gooodneſs 
sought to prompt it. Ah, my young friends! 
is what pleaſure can be compared to that of con- 
n- ferring felicity ? What honour can be enjoy- 
V. Ned by your ſex, equal to that of ſhewing your- 
to 


ſelves every way virtuous of a worthy tender- 
he WW neſs from ours? What can be conceived ſo 
wn properly female as the inſpiring, i improving, 
ide WW and continuing ſuch a tenderneſs, in all its 
hat charming extent? Contraſted with this, how 
Cas unamiable, and how miſerable, muſt we pro- 
wil nounce the pafſion for ungentle command, for 
wo-: petulant dominion, fo ſhamefully indulged by 
ſome women, as ſoon as they find a man in 
t of their power 

But, laſtly, let us ſuppoſe you mothers; a 
character, which, in due time, many of you 
on will ſuſtain How does your importance riſe ! 
r, A few years clapſed, and I pleaſe myſelf with 


qua: the proſpe of ſeeing you, my honoured au- 
eus, Citreſs, ſurrounded with a family of your own, 
moi 
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anxious, yet delightful labour, of training 


your common offspring to virtue and ſociety, 
to religion and immortality; while, by thus 
dividing it, you leave him more at leiſure to 


plan and provide for you all: a taſk, which 
he proſecutes with tenfold alacrity, when he 
reflects on the beloved objects of it, and finds 


all his toils ſoothed and rewarded at once by 
the wiſdom and ſweetneſs of your e 
to him and to his children. 

I think, I behold you, while he is other. 
wiſe neceſſarily engaged, caſting your fond 
maternal regard round and round through 
the pretty ſmiling circle: not barely to ſup- 


ply their bodily wants, but chiefly to watch 
the gradual openings of their minds, and to 
| ſtudy the turns of their various tempers, that 


you may teach the young idea how to 


„ ſhoot,” and lead their paſſions by taking 
hold of their hearts. I admire the happy mix- 


ture of affection and ſkill which you diſplay in 
aſſiſting nature, nor forcing her; in directing 
the underſtanding, not hurrying it; in exer- 


ciſing, without wearying the memory, and in 
moulding the behaviour, without. conſtraint. 
I obſerve you prudently overlook. a thouſand 


childiſh follies. You forgive any thing but 


| falſehood or obſtinacy ; you commend as of- 
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ten as you can: you reprove only when you 
muſt; and then you do it to purpoſe, with 
us il temper, bat with ſolemnity and firmneſs, till 
you have carried your point. You are at 
pains to excite honeſt emulation: You take 
care to avoid every appearance of partiality; 
to convince your dear charge, that they are 
Ball dear to you, that ſuperior merit alone can 
2ntitle to ſuperior favour ; that you will deny 

Wo none of them what is proper, but that the 
Kindeſt and moſt: ſubmiſſive will be always 
Preferred. At times, you even partake in 


gh keir innocent amuſements, as if one of them; 
p- hat they may love you as their friend, while 
tc hey revere you as their parent. In graver 


hours, you inſinuate knowledge and piety by 
Your converſation and example, rather than 
y formal lectures and awful admonitions. 
And, finally, to ſecure, as far as poſſible, the 


ix» Nicceſs of all, you dedicate them daily to 
in Cod, with the moſt fervent ſupplications for 
ing is blefiiog. — Thus you ſhew yourſelves a con- 
er- Cientious and a judicious mother at the ſame 


10ment ; and in that light I view you with 
eneration: I honour you as ſuſtaining a truly 
glorious character on the great theatre of hu- 
nity. Of the part you have acted 1 look _ 

5 2 * 
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1 forward to the conſequences, direct and col- 
1 lateral, future and remote. Thoſe lovely 
pPlwKkhnts which you have raiſed and cultivated, 

Wi 1 ſee ſpreading, and ſtill ſpreading, from houſe 
HAV | to houſe, from family to family, with a rich 
iſh i | Increaſe of fruit. I ſee you diffuſing virtue 
and happineſs thro' the human race; | ſee ge- 
Wl nerations yet unborn riſing up to call you bleſ- 
HRT ſed ! I worſhip that Providence which has de- 
1. ſtined you for ſuch uſefulneſs, for ſuch felicity. 
Wont 1 pity the man that is not charmed with the 
Wy: image of ſo much excellence; a" image which 
bt N in one degree or another, has been realized 
bdby many women of worth and underſtanding 
5 il in every age: I will add, an image, which, 
1134008 when realized, cannot fail of being contem- 
1 plated with peculiar delight by all the bene · 
1 volent ſpirits of heaven, with the Father and 
1 7 Saviour of the world at their head! And are 
„ there amongſt the ſons of men any that will 
. preſume to depreciate ſuch women, or toſpeak 
13584 of them with an air of ſuperiority, or to ſug- 
io} if geſt that your ſex are not capable of filling 
426 up the more important ſpheres of-life ? 
it I; | To quote the words of an old writer: All 
. % mankind is the pupil and diſciple of female 


WH: . inſtitution; the daughters, till they write 
TEL . aubemen, and the ſons till the firſt ſeven years 
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«« be paſt ; the time when the mind is moſt 


« ductile, and prepared to receive impreſſion, 
« being wholly in the care and conduct of 


the mother.“ 


Alas, my fair country women why are not 
more of you ſtruck with ſuch conſiderations? 
Why, ye daughters of Britain! are ſo many 
of you inſenſible to thoſe brighteſt glories of 


your ſex? Where is your love for your native 


country, which by thus excelling, you might 


ſo nobly ſerve? Where your emulation of 


thoſe heroic women, that in ancient days have 
graced this happy land? How long ſhall you 


| be ambitious in flaunting in French attire, of 


fluttering about with the levity of that fantaſtic _ 
people? When will you be ſatisfied with the 
ſimplicity of elegance, and the gracefuineſs 
of modeſty, ſo becoming in a nation like this, 


ſupported by trade, poliſhed by taſte, and en- 


lightened h true religion? Say, when will you 


relinquiſh deluſive purſuits and dangerous 


pleaſures, the gaze of fools, the flattery of li- 
bertines, for the peaceful and ſolid ſtudy of 
whatever can adorn your nature, do honour 
to your country, reflect credit on your profeſſ- 
ſion of Chriſtianity, give joy to all your con- 
nections, and confer dignity * 5 
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SERMON ey 


On Modeſty of Apparel 


1 Tim. ii 8, 9. 


7 al 


chat avomen 1 8 thenelves i in . 


deft lere. 


Lr me recal the attention of my female 
friends to a ſubject that concerns them high- 
ly. 1 hope that hitherto I have ſaid nothing 
unkind. I would not rob your ſex of a fingl 
advantage they poſſeſs from nature, provi- 
dence, or legitimate cuſtom. I would not di- 
veſt you of the ſmalleſt ornament that Judge- 
ment has put on, that Prudence allows, or 
that Decency warrants, On the contrary, I 
Would willingly add to your allarements : 1 
want ta fee you yet more engaging, to ſee you 


— ¶ ͤÄ 
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: ſtill more completely adorned. Superfluous, 
unbecoming, and unavailing decorations, I 
would indeed perſuade you to renounce; but 

it ſhould be only in order to make room for 
ſach as will improye beauty where found, or 

ſupply its place where wanting. | 

'Your conſequence in the creation I fear 
not to acknowledge: I feel it all. You have 
already heard me affert it. I will affert it 
ever, by pleading your cauſe againſt igno- 
rance, prejudice, and malice. Only take 
care, my dear clients! not to hurt it your- 
ſclves. Remember how tender a thing a wo- 
man's reputation is; how hard to preſerve, 

and when loſt how impoſſible to recover; how 
frail many, and how dangerous moſt, of the 
gifts you have received; what miſery and 
what ſhame have been ohen occaſioned by 
abuſing them! 1 tremble” for your ſituation. 
Suffer me again to put you upon your guard. 
My text, you have ſeen, has nothing in it 
really ſevere: St. Paul is, in fact, a better 
friend to women than has been commonly ſup- 
poſed: he ſeems to have underſtood perfect- 
ly what became of them, and to have conſulted 
their intereſt more truly than the moſt paſſion- 
ae of their admirers. | While theſe, by cor- 


20. 


44 | sgauens ro germ. II. 


rupting c or miſleading you, whos with or 
without deſign, would leſſen your influence, 
and obſtruct your felicity ; he would effectu- 
ally contribute to both, by inculcating every 
thing that can make you at once more ami- 
able and more happy. 

What I am now to offer will turn on the 
ornament he firſt mentions, .I will, that wo. 
men adorn themſelves in modeſt apparel !— 
as oppoſed to that which is indecent, and to 
that which is vain : diſtinctions, whoſe theory, 
TI muſt confeſs, in many caſes is not eaſy, and 
in ſome perhaps not practicable, to ſettle with 
precifion ; ſuch a powerful influence in thoſe 
matters have cuſtom and the opinion of the 
world. But in this inſtance, as in others 
where the paſſions are concerned, the ſtricteſt 
caſuiſt will, I preſume, be generally the 
ſafeſt. The zeal of the Ancient Fathers on 
ſuch ſubjeRs, carried ſome of them far; far- 
ther, I doubt, than the relaxation of modern 
manners would well bear. Were a young 
woman now-a-days, from a peculiar ſenſe of 
the ſacredneſs and refinement of female vir- 
tue, to appear with any very fingular ſeverity 
in her dreſs, ſhe would hardly, L fear, eſcape 
__ charge of affettation ; 3 2 charge which 


4 
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every prudent woman will avoid as much as 


; w_ it will, I maſt needs think, that, accord - 
ing to every rule of duty and decorum, there 
ought ever to be a manifelt difference between 
che attire of a virtuous woman, and that of 
one who has renounced every title to the ho- 
nourable name. It were indelicate, it is unne- 


ſpects, it is ſufficiently diſcerned by the eye 


ſuffciently attended to by the generality of 
women themſelves. If, in other reſpects, it 


the Napprehend, muſt be that declenſion from the 
ers ſtrictneſs of morals, which was hinted at 3 
oft WI moment before. 

the But to enter a little more a. into 
on {WT this firſt point of Modeſt Apparel, as oppoſed 
ar- that which a Chriſtian woman thould hold 
indecent. 


* not conformed to this world: but be ye 
* transformed by the renewing of your minds,'? 
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poſſible. But, let the licence of the age be 


ceſſary to explain this difference. In ſome re- 


of the public; though 1 am ſorry to ſay, not 


is not ſeen, or does not firike ; the cauſe, 1 


Figure to yourſelves 2 circle compoſed only 
of Nef people who are not aſhamed of the goſpel 
of Chriſt, nor in any circumſtance afraid to 
ity act on that great maxim of our apoſtle, Be . 
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At the ſame time let them have all the can- 

 dour and charity, which the moſt charitable 
religion that was ever known can inſpire. 
And, now, ſuppoſe, that a young lady dreſſed 
up tothe height of the preſent faſhion, but a 


ſtranger to moſt of them, drops into their 


company, in what light do you imagine the 
manner of her dreſs would probably appear: 
The laws of Chriſtian candour would natural- 


ly prevent them from ſeeing her character in 


a a bad light on that account, and would un- 
queſtionably incline them to hope the beſt, 


But, can you believe that they would approve 


or juſtify the extreme gaiety and looſeneſs of 
her attire? Suppoſe, however, that her con- 
verſation diſcovered a very good underſtand- 


ing, and that her behaviour had not the leaſt 


tincture of that levity with which ſhe ſeemed 
. decked out; that, on the contrary, every 


part of both was wholly unlike it (a conjunc- 


tion by no means impoſſible): could they for- 
bea, in that caſe, to lament the tyranny of the 
mode, or to regret, that a daughter of Wiſdom 

ſhould, notwithſtanding her ſuperior, decent, 


and noble pretenſions, be decorated like the 


daughters of Folly? But whoſe judgment, I 
| beſcech you, would a young woman, ambiti- 
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| ous of reguluting her appearance, as well as 
her diſpoſitions and deportment, on the pureſt 
ſtandard, prefer? that of ſuch perſons as 1 
have juſt deſcribed; or of thoſe who either 
never regarded the precepts and ſpirit of 
Chhriſtianity at all, or who, profeſſing ſome 
faint reſpect for them, yet ſcruple not to fink 
chem in the ſpirit and maxims of the world? 
= Let us put another caſe, and ſuppoſe a young 
lady educated by a mother, who to the beſt 
ſenſe and trueſt breeding, joined the utmoſt re- 
verence of religion, and the tendereſt concern 
for the ſoul of her child; qualities which, 
for the honour of your ſex, I hope you will not 
@ pronounce incompatible. Let this accompliſh- 
ed parent beſtow upon her daughter a culture 
worthy of herſelf ; inſtructing her in every 
ching that can become the female and the 
Chhriſtian character; amongſt the reſt, recom- 
mending an amiable. modeſty and graceful 
ſimplicity of apparel, and enforcing all by an 
example equally unexceptionable and ploa- 
Qing. Suppoſe the daughter to improve theſe | 
guncommon advantages (for uncommon I fear 
they are) with the ſtricteſt care and attention. 
In what light do you conceive the very free 
mode of dreſs, ſo generally affected by the ſex 
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at preſent, would appear to her ? Lam far from 
thinking ſhe would aſſume the airs of ſanctimo. 
nious prudery, or indulge the ſtyle of fuperci- 
lious cenſure ; things totally different from the 
form of education we have figured her to re- 
ceive. But would ſhe admire that mode in o- 
 thers ? Would ſhe copy it herſelf ? or would 
ſhe wiſh her companions to copy it? Would 
| ſhe chooſe to be intimate with thoſe young la- 
dies that ſeize every opportunity of exhibiting 
their charms to the public, and vie with one 
another who ſhall moſt liberally diſplay to 
every eye, what her honoured mother Wag. 
- her more decently to veil ? 

Is the mode then in queſtion tobe conſider 
ed as inconſtſtent with the character of a vir- 
tuous woman? By no means. May not the 
moſt unchaſte diſpoſitions often hide under the 

maſk of an attire the moſt modeſt ? Who can 
doubt it? But what follows ? Does it folloy 
that ſuch attire is not the propereſt coverirf 
_ o& virtue, and what, if left to purſue undiftur- 
bed the dictates of delicacy and prudence, ſhe 
would really fly to in a ſtate of civilized ſo- 
ciety? Will any one ſay, that they who de- 
cline it do beſt conſult either their ſafety, or 
their reputation amongſt the wiſe ? that they 
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ono indulge into all the latitudes allowed by - 
the wantonnefs of faſhion, may yet be ſuffici- 
Wently watehful againſt rempration themſelves, 
Wor are ſufficiently careful not to throw it in the 


Lay of others; that beauty may be as ſecure 
hen moſt expoſed, as when leaſt ſo; or, 
5 nally, that inſtead of ©« abſtaining from all 
appearance of evil,” according to the doc- 
Wtrine of a religion which requires the ſevereſt 
$vi2zilance, every appearance of evil may be 


admitted, in compliance with the practice of 


world, where vice ſteals upon unwary mor- 
Weals, by perſuading them to part wich their | 
Woutguards, 
Thus far have we argued for / of 
apparel, in oppoſition to its contrary, upon the 
general principles of propriety and reputation, 
Wot morality and religion. She to whom theſe 
principles are familiar, and in whom the feef. 
ings that ariſe out of them are not blunted by 
tdo frequent intercourſe with the faſhionable 
and the gay, will, on this article, carry about 
with her a kind of living ſtaudard, which ſhe 
will be enabled to apply to particular occafions, 
with a decree of diſcretion that no rules of 
ours can teach; and ſuch a one will perceive 
in our apoſtle's precept a jaſtneſs and — 
Volume. J. E 
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of which I do not expect that any ſpecula- 
tion ſhould thoroughly convince you, without 
the concurrence of a virtuous (epkbulity on 
your part. | 
To what has been ſaid in favour of modeſt 
apparel under this head, I muſt not forget to 
add, that it is a powerful attractive to honour. 
able love. The male heart is a ſtudy, in 
which your ſex are ſuppoſed to be a good deal 
converſant. Vet, in this ſtudy, you mult give 
me leave to ſay, many of them ſeem to be 
- but indifferent proficients, To get into men's 
affections, women in general are naturally de- 
firous. They need not deny, they cannot 
conceal it. The ſexes were made for each ha 
other. We wiſh for a place in your hearts: li 
why ſhould not you wiſh for one in ours? But ey 
how much ate you deceived, my fair friends, oa. 
if you dream of taking that fort by ſtorm ? Nor. 
When you ſhew a ſweet ſolicitude to pleaſe by ¶ abi 
every, decent, gentle, unaffected attraction; 
we are ſoothed, we are ſubdued, we yield our- 
. ſelves your willing captives. But if at any 
time by a forward appearance, you betray « 
confidence in your charms, and by throwing 
them out upon us all at once, you ſeem reſol- 
ved as it were to force our admiration ; that 
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moment we are upon our guard, and your aſ- 


oho have none, even the ſillieſt, even the 


of undiſguiſed allurement : the human heart 
in its better ſenſations, being fill ate mpered 
to the love of virtue. 

Let me add, that the human imagination 
hates to be confined. We are never highly de- 


lighted where ſomething is not left us to fan- 


cy. This laſt obſervation holds true through- 


of theſe, I muſt ſubjoin, that art being agree- 
able no farther than as it is conformed 15 na- 
ure, the one will not be wanted in the cafe 


- before us, if the other is allowed its full influ- | 


ence. What I mean is this; that, if a young 


* 


faults are vain, provided at leaft we have any 
W ſpirit or ſentiment. In reality, they who have 
very little of either, I might have ſaid, they 


looſeſt men ſhall, in a ſober mood be pleaſed, 
be touched with the baſhful air, and reſerved 
| dreſs, of an amiable young woman, infinitely 
more than they ever were with all the open 
blaze of laboured beauty, and arrogant claim 


out all nature, and all art. But when I ſpeak 


dy is deeply poſſeſſed with a regard for 

« whatſoever things are pure, venerable, and 
of good report,“ it will lead to decorum 
ipontancouſly, 9 flow with unſtudied pro- 
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priety through every part of her attire and 
demeanour.' Let it be likewiſe added, that 
fimplicity, the inſeparable companion both of 
genuine grace, and of real modeſty, if it does 
not always ſtrike at firſt (of which I think it 
ſeldom fails), is ſure however, when it does 
ſtrike, to produce the deepeſt and moſt per- 


manent impreſſions: which brings me by an 


eaſy tranſition te 
The ſecond part of the roſie ee 
tion, that of uoDEST APPAREL as oppoſed 


to what may be ſtyled vain. Of this I can 


never think, without recollecting in general 
(for who can remember the particulars) of 
the catalogue given by the Prophet Iſaiah of 
the various implements and jnſtruments of 
| dreſs, uſed by the daughters 'of Zion in his 
time. Iſaiah is by all acknowledged the Prince 
of the Prophets, in an evangelical view: yet 
he did not deem it beneath the dignity of his 
commiſſion, to deſcend into the moſt minute 
detail on ſuch a ſubject; a circumſtance which, 
it is to be hoped, may ſoften the ſeverity of 
cenſure againſt the preacher of this hour, if 
the ſpirit of criticiſm, or the ſpirit of ſcrupu- 
loſity, ſhould be diſpoſed to condemn his well- 
meant endeavour, The paiſage 1 now refer 


od aw ah 


= wg > Me ft ad G aA aA a.m 4 ara ERS Won” Te Wl We 


M et 
F BY 


3 1 II. Young Wauzx. 383 
co, is to be found in the third chapter of Iſaiah, 

towards the end, where the prophet having, in 
the name of God, complained of the pride 
and wantonneſs of thoſe Eaſtern females, and 
| threatened. them with diſeaſe and infamy on 
that account, goes on to mention * the bra- 

| « very of their tinkling ornaments about their 
| « feet, and their cauls, and their round tires 

« like the moon; the chains and the brace- 
« lots, and the mufflers; the bonnets and the 
« crnaments of the legs; and the head- 
tec bands, and the tablets, and the ear- rings; 
« the rings and noſe-jewels ; the changeable 
te ſaits of apparel, and the mantles and the 
ct wimples, and the criſping- pins, the glaſſes, 
c and the fine linen, and the hoods and the 
« veils.” On the firſt reading of this cata- 
logue, it muſt be owned, one can ſcarce for- 
bear to ſmile. But, to thoſe unhappy women 
who gave occaſion for it, nothing, alas! could 
be more ſerious, if you attend to the denuncia- 
tions which both precede and follow it: I leave 
you to peruſe them at your leiſure. They are 
in the ſtyle of the country and age in which 
they were uttered. I am ſure they convey a 

loud leſſon to this. Whether the danghters of 
oor Zion, in the preſent very polite genera- 

* | > 3 
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tion, and eſpecially in this moſt polite city, 
do or do not outſtrip thoſe Jewiſh ladies of 
| old, we cannot take upon us to determine. But 
were we inclined to indulge a vein of ridicule 
on female folly, here methinks we might have 

_ ample ſcope. We are not inclined to indulge 

it. We reflect on theſe things with real con- 
cern; and with the utmoſt ſeriouſneſs conjure 
our country-women to reform whatever is in- 


decent, and to retrench whatever 1s exordl-. 


tant in their attire, | 

That there are ſtations and 1 
in which ſplendour of dreſs is perfectly allow- 
able, nay, exceedingly proper, none I think, 


but the narroweſt minds, will deny. For my. 


_ own part, I freely acknowledge, that I love to 
ſee a woman genteelly habited, if her ſituation 
admits of it In truth, ſplendour without genti- 
lity, as well in this as in every other article 
where ornament 1s concerned, will ever ſeem 
poor and inſipid to all but untaught and vul- 
gar ſpirits; whereas, on the other ſide, it is 
certain, that the latter may very well ſubſiſt 
without the former; nor is its effect ever felt 
more ſtrongly, or more happily, then when it 
receives no aſſiſtance from the other, but re- 


ſults ſolely from our perceptions of elegant 
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ſimplicity. I ſay, elegant fimplieity ; an ob · 
ject which appears to me deſerving of more 
attention than 1 is enen FR to mr by your 
ſex,-- 

In affairs of this kind, it is e allow 
to women a degree of curiofity and care, 
which the laws of good ſenſe, ſound philoſo- 
phy, and maſeuline virtue, refuſe to men! A 
diſtinction ſo true, ſo univerſal, and ſo palpa- 5 
ble, that thoſe of the laſt, who betray a parti- 
cular ſolicitude in adorning their perſons be- 
yond cleanlineſs and a certain graceful eaſe, 
ſeldom fail to make themſelves little, in that 
inſtance at leaſt, to the judgment of every 
man who is not himſelf effeminate, and to 
every woman too who is not a ſlave to faſhion. 

How inſignificant, indeed, and deſpicable, 
many of our young men muſt appear ta ſuch, 
Jam not able to expreſs. Bat, in ſeeing them 
become truly men in this inſtance, any more 
than in others that might be named, I deſpair, 

while ſo many of our young women give fo 
viſible a preference to embroidery, finery, and 
toppiſh manners, above a plain coat, a culti- 
vated underſtanding, and a manly deportment, 
It will be always ſo, till they acquire a tafte 
for plainneſs, ſobriety, and wiſdom, in what 
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relates to themſelves. But that muſt begin by 


reſtraining, by every poſſible means, the fool - 
3h and pernicious paſſion I am ſpeaking of; 
for a foohſh and pernicious paſſion I muſt pro- 
nounce it. 


Is there any probability, that thoſe wha are 
entirely under its power will take delight in 


domeſtic, intellectual, or ſpiritual improve- 
ments? Is not a conſtant purſuit of trivial or- 
nament an indubitable proof of a trivial mind? 
Will ſhe that is always looking into her glaſs, 


be much diſpoſed to look into her character? Is 
the ſpending of whole hours every morning at 


the toilet, a likely method of marking the reſt 


of the day down for wiſdom ? Is vanity favour- 
aʒble to devotion, or ſelf-conceit the parent of 
| felf-corre&tion ? Will that young woman who 
hopes to captivate by her dreſs, or by appear- 
ance alone, be very anxious about any better 


recommendation ? If to ſparkle here for a few 


years be the ſupreme ambition, hereafter will 


be hardly thought of. The flattery of every 
fool will be preferred to the approbation of 
angels; and a connection with ſome wretched 
creature (wretched indeed muſt he be who 
is caught by ſhew merely) will be ardently 


ſought, while the friendſhip of God is negle&- 
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ed. What ſhall I ſay more? For a mortal 
Dd immortal being, who has many an error 


to correct, many a paſſion to mortify, many a 


virtue to: practiſe, and who, if ſhe lives, may 


probably have important ſervice to render ſo- 


ciety for ſuch a being to laviſh the prin- 
cCipal portion of her time and ſtudy on the de- 
coration of a body that will ſoon, that may 
ſuddenly become the prey of creeping things 
— Gracious God! what folly, what madneſs! 


Are there no allowances then to be made ? 


Allowances for what? For the vanity of a 


young mind. Moſt certainly, if by this plea 
you mean to extenuate the guilt of ſuch a 
conduct. But would you offer to excuſe it ? 
Would you pretend to juſtify a reaſonable 


creature im acting, habitually and wilfully, a 
moit unreaſonable part; in ſacrificing her im- 


provement, her ſalvation, her proſpects of 


uſefulneſs and dignity in life, the beſt inte- 
reſts of this world, as well as the everlaſting. 
concernments of the next, to the idol Dreſs? - 
For fo 1 Rate it. I ſappoſe, (and would to 
God it were not too common a caſe!) that 
this miſerable idol is ſuffered to ſwallow up the 
conſideration of all that is ſolid, rational, and 
praiſe · worthy; to conſume thoſe precious hours 
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5 that 1 were allotted for the moſt valuable pur. 
| poſes; and, in place of ſecuring the great 
ends of exiſtence, both preſent and future, to 

pervert the capacities of nature, the acquire- 


D ere iil an je, EIS 


+ ply no merit in the wearer, and can confer 
no honour in the eye of any but the worthleſs 
and the vain. Can ſuch a conduct, I ſay, be 
thought innocent, or in any reſpect conſiſtent 


ſcience? 

That the idol 1 ſpeak of anderst its vota- 
ries unhappy even in this world, is a fad daily 

experienced. But who can deſcribe the pro- 


ful ſhifts that are often neceſſary to ſapport i it; 
| ſpirits, the travail of fancy; the degradation of 
being frequently, for whole hours, under the 


confident hands of the meaneſt of mankind; 
together with all the anxieties of heart, the 


the diſtraction and deſpair of being outſhone 


ments of education, and the bounties of Pro- 
vidence——to pervert them to the low deſign 
of being admired for embelliſhments that im- 


with the es of Cy; or or con- 


fuſion of expence, with the painful and piti · 


the encroachments on health, the hurry of 


agonies of rivalſhip, the deep -· felt diſgrace on 
being diſappointed of conqueſt, or of fame: 


57 liner gown; in a word, all the — 
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lous and all the deſerved diſtreſs, to which 


they are perpetually expoſedꝰ 


I have juſt mentioned encroachments 20 


health. Theſe, indeed, as well as the reſt, are 


little conſideted by a young lady, keen in the 


purſuit of ſhew and admization, But if ſhe is 


not apprehenſive of their conſequences, in re- 
lation to life, and comfort, and eaſe, I wonder 
ſhe is not immediately alarmed at their ef- 
fects, with regard to that very appearance 


which is her favourite object. I wonder ſhe 


does not perceive at once, how much her 
bloom and ſprightlineſs, the luſtre of her eyes, 


and the fre ſhneſs of her form, are 1mpaired by 


ſuch endleſs, ſuch enormous fatigue, agitation, 


and irregularity. I am aſtoniſhed ſhe does not 


reflect, that ſhe is taking the moſt effeftual 
methods to ſhorten that period of youth, on 
which her triumphs depend. Mittaken crea- 


ture ! thou art cruelly haſtening on the time, 
when thou ſhalt be frightened to look at thy- 


ſelf; when not only thy mind, but thy face, 
mall be “ ſicklied over with the pale eaſt of 
thought: when languor, diſeaſe, and de - 


preſſion, ſhall undermine and deſtroy every 


remaining allurement, and leave thoe to la- 
ment too late the jading courſe tho haſt run. 


J 7 
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You forget alſo, that dreſſing up Lads con- 
tinually wears it out, that like ſtrength or 


5 ſtudy, or buſineſs, it requires the frequent in- 
termiſſion of its toils; bat that, more than any 


of them, it is enfeebled by conſtant exertion; 
and that the arts commonly made uſe of i 


heighten and repair it, only accelerate aud 


increaſe its decay, while the complexion, the 


| ſkin, and the hair, are all unnaturally diſgui. 
ſed and tortured. 


Did not this ſhameful paſſion deſtroy, or 


deaden in a great meaſure, the worthier ſen- 


fibilities of good nature, I ſhould alſo mention 


here, the more ſerious and important diſtreſſes 
in which they involve others- 


— But the 
ſtretches of credit to parents, the inconveni- 
ences to many families, the ruin to not a few, 
the loſſes to tradeſmen, who are often not 


paid, the hardſhips to a vaſt variety of people, 
_ whoſe ſufferings are little thought of amidſt 

the glare of oſtentation, and the triumph of 
| fancy, i it were impoſſible fully to paint. Who 
does not know, that the parade of one gaudy 
evening ſhall ſometimes ſubject a ſcore of ho- 
neſt citizens to difficulties for a whole month ? 


Is this Chriſtan ? Is this humane? But where 
the fury of dreſs tyrannizee, how can the 


And as to Charity's eldeſt daughter, Benefi- 


tend with that mighty ſorcereſs, the Mode ? 


ment of induſtry, and the comfort of aflic- 
tion, how often are they diverted with ſacri- 
legious violence, to the feeding of pride! e 

But the preſent age, it will be ſaid, is di- 
| ſtinguiſned by the moſt diffuſty e, the moſt il- 
juſtrious works of humanity, both private and 


Far from denying the people of this country 
any of their juft honours, we are almoſt tempt- 


I with the works in queſtion may not be fre- 
quently performed by way of atonement for 


to reconcile with them. Charity hopeth all 


10 oſtentation, there are many, very many 


eſt indulgence in een to objegs 0 of 
Felune 7. F , 


” : W 1 * - 
n 


of 3 Vvovnc Wonkx. 1 6; 
gentle pleadings of Charity hope to be heard! 1 


cence, what chance has ſhe, in general, to con- 


Thoſe ſtreams which Heaven has committed ; 
to the direction of the former, for the refreth- 


public. We own it, and rejoice in the effect. 
ed to ſpeak of them with exultation. But | 


certain faſhionable vices, which it is too ealy 


things. know it, and do verily be- 
leve that even now, addicted as the world is 


characters, who nobly deny themſelves for the 
ſake of others; or rather, who find the high- 
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benevolence and piety a large ſhare of their 
- fortunes, without ſeeking by ſuch means to 
purchafe a diſpenſation for criminal purſuits, 
But forgive me, if I ſay, with regard to num. 
bers, that the flagrant affectation of ſhining in 
public, and the dreadful paſſions arifing from 
thence in private life, are not eaſily reconciled 
_ - With real principles of religious munificence 
Theſe, I am ſenſible, are unpopular ideas, | 
am ſorry for it. But their being ſo, is 10 
reaſon why we ſhould ſuppreſs them. It i 
the very reverſe. 


To the arguments already aided; ſeverd 


may be OO” It ny deferve your confi- 
_ deration, 


In the rt place, That to eakivate canli. 


neſs and finery at the ſame time, is rather 
perhaps a difficult attainment. Vour ſex i 
much belied, if it is a very common one. 
This, I think, is certain, that to attend with 


exactneſs to one ſubject at once, is ordinarih 
ſufficient employment for the mind. Bu 
can any degree of finery compenſate the 


want of cleanlineſs? A dirty woman——Bu 


I turn from the ſhocking idea, to mention, 


In the next place, that engaging thing hint. 


ed at before, 1 LIT of DR ESS. In ab 


dd, even in the ſublimeſt ſubjects, fim- 
plicity is that which above every thing elſe 


over, that ſplendour of itſelf, like every 
other idol, is nothing. On the other hand, 


pears, the attraction is eternal. Hence the 


pied them moſt happily, have been always 
y oſt admired. To inftance in the art of 
zu painting, with a more immediate reference to 


tieularly with Beauty, in all her fineft forms. 
F 2 
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the ſciences, in every valuable profeſſi ion, in 
the common intercourſes of life, and, let me 


touches and delights. Without it, indeed, 
l elſe 15 feeble and unaffecting. Where ſim. 
plicity is wanting, men may | be dazzled for 

moment. Mere ſplendour will ſtrike them 
it firſt; but, on reflection, they will ſoon diſ- 


where Simplicity, the filter of Truth, ap- 


never-failing entertainment and inſtruction 
derived from the works of antiquity in all the 
fine arts? of which I ſuppoſe for that reaſon 
chiefly they remain to this day, and will ever 
remain the ſovereign ſtandards, Thoſe, in- 
deed, amongſt the moderns, who have cos 


our ſubje& : what honour has been acquired 

by ſuch of its profeſſors as have approached 
neareſt to the noble ſimplicity of ancient work» 
manſhip? Its buſineſs, we know, is moſt par- 
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That, 1 preſume, was never fludied m more ſuc. 


ceſsfully by any, than by the great, Raphael, 


| But who, that has an eye for ſuch objects, 
can avoid being ſtruck with the chaſte, ſober, 
and unaffected graces of his females ? And, 


as to his manner of clothing them, what re. 


markable plainneſs, what delightful modeſty, 


even where the colours and ſtuffs: are intended 


to be richeſt ! How different from thoſe pain- 
ters of the Gothic ſtyle, who, not underſtand- 
ing the diſtinctiom between ornament and 


finery, which is exceſs - between beauty and 


 ſhew, which is the affectation of it—load 


their women with jewels, trappings, and other 
embelliſhments, magnificent indeed, but taw- 


But the grand principle of Simplicity i is not 


| confined to the imitative arts; it runs thro' 


all. Hence, in a great meaſure, the peculiar 


ſatisfaction derived from the eompany of 2 
truly ſenfible and well-bred man. He looks, 
he ſpeaks, he moves, with a modeſt Eaſe; 
there is nothing artificial or ſtudied in his 


converſation or deportment. Hence too the 


ſuperior pleaſure from the proſpect of a gar- 
den laid out with real taſte, in which the views 
axe natural, ample, and unforced, above that 


of ſeeing or oue gut into a thouſand little par: 
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terres, and incumbered wich a crowd of la- 
boured conceits. Let me ſubjoin, hence the 


inexpreſſible power and majeſty of Holy Writ 
itſelf, even abſtracted from its divine origi- 


pal. And, to come to the caſe directly be- 

W fore us, hence the reſiſtleſs charm which at- 
ends a virtuous woman attired with plain- 
neſs and judgment; two hard which, ma- 
king allowance for the mutability and caprice 
Jof faſhion in circumſtances of leſſer moment, 
vill e give me moſt grammes and lafling : 


content. 


The neat appearance of many females | 


belonging to a ſect well known, has been fre- 


quently remarked, and greatly admired. It 


would be much more agreeable, could it be 
dio ned from the ſtiffneſs that accompanies 


it; a defect uiterly inconſiſtent with the rules 
of taſte. But thoſe people are taught to 


deſpiſe every thing of this kind, and to un- 
derſtand literally ſuch paſſages of Scripture 
as ſeem to prohibit ſumptuous apparel, and, 
in hort, to plead religious principle for the 
form of their attire. We ſhould believe them, 


but for the richneſs of the materials, and the 


fineneſs of the textuse, Many of that ſect 


are very intelligent, Can they perſuade 
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in joining frogality and ſimplieity together; 
in being never fond of finery ; in carefully 
_ Giftingutſhing between what is glaring, and 


to think more highly of herſelf for the richeſ 


= tures. The ladies of this iſland, inferior to 


themſelves, that through all their affectation 
of plainneſs, the world docs not perceive the 
ztmoſt pride cf expence ? 
On this article your judgment will be fro 


what is genteel; in preſerving elegance with 
the plaineſt habit; in wearing coſſly array, but 
ſeldom, and always with eaſe 3. a. point that 
may be atiained by her who has learned not 


raiment ſhe can put on. 

Were a ſyſtem of this kind to prevail, | 
cannot help thinking, that the effects Would 
be beneficial and happy. What ſums would 
be ſaved, where they ought to be ſaved 
for more valuable ends! What ſums would 
be kept at home, that now go abroad to en- 
rich our moſt dangerous rivals! French gcw- 
gaws would give place to Britiſh manufac. 


none in beauty, would be the apes of none in 
dreſs. They would practiſe that ſpecies of 
patriotiſm, which is the moſt proper for their 
ſex ; they would ſerve their country in their 
own way. How many evils to the commu- 
nity, to private families, and to individv2's 
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S would be prevented! If in ſome of the moſt 


expenſive parts of female decoration fewer 


ber on the other ſide. would find exerciſe in 
caltivating an elegant propriety, and a beau- 
tiful diverſity, in all the reſt. The public 


ticles. And is there not reaſon to hope, that 
the appearance, the manners, and the minds 
of the Fair, would gain by the change? 

They would be leſs ſhowy indeed; but they 


would glitcer leſs in the gaze of fooliſh won- 


woald it reflect on your underftandings, when 
in company, to ſee you ſuperior to your dreſs, 


vantage you may poſſeſs, in an obliging at- 
tention to all preſent and lending luſtre to 
each ornament, inſtead of borrowing it merely 
from thence ? Or, will any of you ſay, that 
a woman on the contrary is likely to be more 
eſteemed, for appearing attentive to herſelf 


piques our pride, and offends our ar Judgment, 


hands were employed, a much greater num 


taſte would be improved in a thouſand ar- 


would be more engaging. Our gay aſſem- 
blies, for gay aſſemblies there will always be, 


der; but they would ſhine more in the eye of 
jait diſcernment. And then, what honour 


eaurely forgetting that, and every other ad- 


alone, or by trying to catch by ſo poor a bait, 
as a little gay clothing? She who does either, 
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at the ſame inſtant. We are hurt by our bad 
breeding, 1 in the one caſe; and in the other, 
we are provoked to think ſhe ſhould pay us 
1% ſuch a forry compliment, as to Sas v we can 
* be entangled in a cobweb. 
When ſhall women, in genera], . 
thoroughly the effect of a comely habit, that, 
independent of pomp and deſpiſing extrava- 
gance, is worn as the ſober, yet tranſparent veil 
of a more comely mind? Believe me, my young 
friends, it is by this means that you will cap- 
tivate moſt, and pleaſe longeſt. By purſuing 
this plan, you will preſerye an equality in that 
great indiſpenſible article of neaineſs. You 
will be clean, and you will be eaſy; nor will 
1 you be in danger of appearing butterflies one 
day, and flatterns the next, You will be al- 
ways ready to receive your friends, without 
| ſeeming to be caught, or being at all diſcon- 
!  certed on account of your dreſs.—How ſel- 
17 dom is that the caſe amongſt the flutterers of 
the age; I wiſh we could ſay, amongſt them 
only. For young ladies of more ſobriety to 
| be found ſo often ſlovenly, I might have ſaid 
i downright ſqualid and naſty, when no viſi- 
'*] tors are expected, is moſt peculiarly ſhame- 
ful. I cannot expreſs the contempt and the Wc, 
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W difout I fee! when I think of it. 1 wil not 
- wk . | je 
- 1 proceed to obſerve, that * you 4. 
from tinſel trappings you will gain in time, in 
; ſaving, and 1n real lovelineſs. The leſs va- 
W nity you betray, the more merit we ſha'l be 
always diſpoſed to allow yon. We ſhall be 
doubly charmed, firſt with finding young wo- 
men that are not flaves to ſhew, and next 
with your putting ſo much reſpect on our 
heads and hearts, as to ſuppoſe we are only to 
be gained by better qualities. 

Moreover, men of ordinary fortunes and 
proper ſentiments, will not be afraid of con- 
netting themlelves with perſons too prudent 
to be profuſe, and too wiſe, as well as too 
worthy, when married, to court the ne 
tion of all but their huſbands: . 

The unbounded and undiftinguiſhing love 
cf admiration, has been thought the moſt com- 
mon, the rankeſt, and the moſt noxious weed, 
that grows in the heart of a female. It "0 
rourtthed by nothing more than by the love of 
finery. Indeed they depend on each other. 
But if you will begin by cruſhing the latter; 
tae former, I am perſuaded, will quickly de- 
cay, and at laſt fall to the ground. The love. 
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of finery naturally prompts the paſſion to be 


ſeen, that is, to be admired ;' for between . 
theſe two a conceited young creature makes c 

no diſtinction. Alas! what woman is there c 
at any age, who, if devoted to dreſs, burns t 
not with impatience to diſplay in public a ner 2 
Zaſhion, or a new any-thing, which ſhe has E 
been told by thoſe about her, or by her own 2 
imagination, looks exceeding fine? And of 1 
this impatience what is the ſource, but that g 
very paſſion which I juſt now called, The tc 
unbounded and undiſtinguiſhing love of ad- I 
miration ? The miſc hiefs flowing from thence th 
have been touched upon in part. They will cc 
be farther traced hereafter, At preſent I ſhall ce 
only add, what ought to alarm women of de- ec 
cency, that an immoderate fondneſs for ex- cc 
ternal embelliſhments is a ſtrong temptation Vc 
to a light and laſciviozs mind. er 
From the paſſage of Iſaiah before quoted, an 
compared with the verſe immediately prece- m. 
ding, it appears, that in the caſe there point- in 
ed to, an indecent deportment was cloſely thi 
connected with an exceſſive vanity in apparel. act 
And from the whole of that diſcourſe it is WM ley 
manifeſt, the behaviour of the daughters of fr 


"Zion at that time was highly diſpleaſing to the 


* 
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Almighty; which could only proceed from 
the influence their behaviour had upon their 


giving birth to the former. How applicable 


at this day, who can be ignorant? 
But has it not been too much the manner 
amongſt preachers of every age to decry that 


to denounce peculiar judgments accordingly ? 
It often has, no doubt. And ſo far certainly 
they have forgotten the caution of Solomon; 
% Say not thou, What is the cauſe that the 


* former days were better than theſe ? For 


*« thou doſt not inquire wiſely concerning 


* this” A miftake we would willingly a- 


void. Such complaints, when indulged indiſ- 


| criminately, are either the dictates of a gloomy | 


and querelous temper, or the trite and un- 


meaning declamation of mere popular preach- 


ing. I truſt, we ſhall be charged with nei- 


ther in ſaying, that to this nation there can 


accrue no good from the ſpirit of luxury, of 
levity, and of vice, ſo prevalent, and fo 
reading, i in a lex that leads 4 


diſpoũtions, or reciprocally from the latter as 


the obſervation is to the caſe of many females 


in which they lived, as having remarkably de- 
zenerated from thoſe that went before, and 
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F ail ewomen adorn themſelves quith 


Mix of you, my honoured N wh 
been addreſſed in the ſtyle of love and admi- 


attention, for being ſober and impartial. Wil 


before you ſome better ornaments than wealth 
can purchaſe, in which I wiſh my beloved 
fiſters to ſnine, that they may appear as be- 


SERMON 11. 


On Female Reſerve. 


1 Tim. ii. 8, . 


bhamęfacedusſi. 


ration. I have taken the liberty to addrels 
you in that of zeal and friendſhip; a ſtye 
not the leſs ſincere, or the leſs worthy of your 


you permit me to proceed in the ſame man- 
ner? Suppoſe me ſpeaking to you as a bro- 
ther. It. will be more than a ſuppoſition, 
Have we not all one father by creation, even 
the great God ! and by religion is not the 
New Jeruſalem the mother of us all? With a 
brother's affe ction then will I go on to lay 


comes their high birth, and the noble expec- 


W cations they are encouraged to entertain. 


After modeſt apparel our Apoſtle mentions 
gHAMEFACEDN ESS. © I will—that women 
= <- adorn themſelves in modeſt apparel, with 
W « Shamefacedneſs.” This lovely quality, 
in its largeſt extent, and in its moſt pleafing 
effects on female manners, ſhall be the ſubject 
of our preſent meditation. It is an ornament 
equally neceſſary and wiſe, 

Fi;f, It is a neceſſary ornament, di 
ed, I mean, in a moral and religious light. 
I would only premiſe, that the amiabie re- 
ſerve, termed by St. Paul ſhamefacedneſs, is 
ſomething widely diſtant from thoſe airs of 
diſdain, thoſe pretenſions of averſion to men, 
which we now and then meet with in your ſex. 
I ſaid pretences : For no degree of candour 
can perſuade us to believe that ſuch women, 
in general, do not play a part, and under the 
maſk of this ſceming ſeverity, this violent af- 
fectation of virtue, harbour paſſſons of a very 


different kind. Who does not know, that the 


greateſt prudes have oſten dropped their diſ- 

guiſe at laſt; and betrayed ſuch diſpoſitions as 

many a young woman of good nature, and 

courteous behaviour, is incapable of indule 
Volume J. G 


* 


the ſhade. 
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ging ! Every thing overdone is liable to ſuf. 
picion. Innocence m women wants not the 


aid of oftentation : like integrity in men, it 
reſts in its own conſciouſneſs, —Not ſo, how- 
ever, as to neglect the rules of prudence and 


eircumſpeRtion. To fay the truth, prudery 
is not the prevailing evil of the times. Fe- 
male modeſty, even where it is moſt real, is 
in little danger, as 'the world goes, of being 
carried to an extreme. In the gayer part of 
the world, how ſeldom, alas I. does it ariſe to 


the ſhamefacedneſs expreſsly enjoined in our 
text, and which on the very firſt hearing 
ſuggeſts the idea of a virtuous. balnfulneſs.— 


This beautiful ae | 


— — — Clear Chaſtityes—= | 
With bluſhes reud'ning as ſhe move along, 
Diſorder'd at the deep regard ſhe draw 


whither is the retired ? Where is the charm- 
ing original, from which the poet drew fo 


ſweet a picture ?- 
| faken the ſex! God forbid ! But I am bold 
to ſay, her favourite walks are not in theſe 


-Has Virtue then for- 


places of public entertainment, now ſo fond- 
ly frequented by ſo many women. She loves 


There ſhe finds herſelf moſt ſe. 


Serm. III. Younc Won x. . 


cure from the blights of Calumny, and from 


the heats of Temptation, Ah, ye mothers of 


this land! how can you expoſe ſo ralhly thoſe 
tender bloſſoms committed to your care ? 


Have you forgotten, that every unkindly 
breath is ready to blaſt them? Are you ig- 


no:ant how ſoon the whiteſt inn5cence may 


be ſullied? that it is poſſible even for the 


ſtricteſt. principles to be corrupted? Is there 
nothing in your own minds that whiſpers the 
frailty of your _ 

But you plead the neceſſity of allowing to 
youth a little amuſement, —of ſhewing your 
daug! ers a little of the world, —of ptevent- 


ing, or rubbing off the awkwardnels, that is 
apt to adhere to young perſons who are con- 
fined at home, You urge the propriety of - 


convincing them by compariſon, how much 
the calm and rational pleaſures of that home 

re preferable to the noiſy and giddy diver- 
tions uſually found abroad; that in the latter 


there is nothing ſo wonderfu ly fine, ſo irri- | 
aſttbly alluring, as their youthful fancies, or 
the information of e might lead chem | 


to ſuppoſe. 
We 2dmit your argument, fo far as they 


50. Rv within theſe bounds, and be blame- 
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76 Sermons To Serm. III. 
leſs. But do the parents of the preſent ge. 
neration commonly keep within them? Are 
not many of thoſe parents as fond of gaiety 
and ſhew, as the mereſt girl can poſſibly be? 
Is it ſurpriſing to ſee the daughters of ſuch 
become very early the votaries of Folly, when 
every other day or night they are conducted 
in triumph to her temples, without any pre- 
_ caution, any previous pains taken to inftru& 
them in the emptineſs and worthleſſneſs of the 
object worſhipped there ;—worſhipped with 
every circumſtance that can ſerve to propa- 
gate the idolatry, while the poor innocents 
are inflamed by the concurrence of company, 
dreſs, flattery, example—the example of thoſe 
whom, by nature and education, they are 
diſpoſed to reſpe& moſt highly, and to imi- 
tate moſt implicitly? It were indeed ſtrange, 
if in this fituation their too ſuſceptible hearts 
ſhould eſcape the faſhionable contagion. But 
What can be ſaid for thoſe who thus directly, 
and with their eyes open, lead their children 
into a ſnare ?—Ceaſe ! thou reſtleſs and ra- 
ging ſpirit of hell, who art “ going about 
e ſeeking whom thou mayeſt devour”” —ceaſe 
thy cruei toil. The parents of Britain render 
it needleſs. The mothers of the church ha- 
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gen to bring thee their little lambs, as if i im- 
patient for the pleaſure of preſenting them.— 


8 Excuſe, ye better characters, this bar. n 
of indignation, kindled by an impiety Which 
you are not capable of committing. I think 

vich honcur of all who truly merit the paren- 


tal name. May the Father of the world in- 


creaſe their number, and multiply their joys! 


| Lut for thoſe wicked turn from them to 
you, ye pretty helpleſs creatures, Who have 


loſt——it may be, happily——merciful Hea- 


ven! muſt I ſay, Happily loſt your parents! 


or whoſe parents yet live, but loſt to theme 
{elves and to their offspring, have in the blind- 


neſs of indulgence, or the barbarity of ne- 
glect, abandoned you to your own untutored 
conduct? Let me warn you of your danger. 
If there is no other friend to ſhew a ſolicitude 


for your welfare, allow 1 me at leaſt to have 


taat ſatis faction. 

Reflect, my ſiſters, on all 1 nd ſaid con- 
cerning your importance in life: and look be- 
yond life's narrow boundary. Conſider ever- 


ialling conſequences : : Contemplate approach- 
ing judgment. You have received from the 
Almighty your bodies, and your ſouls, un- 


ſtained by diſhonour. You will ſoon be re- 
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7 SERMONS TO 
quired to reſtore them Immaculate. You be. 
long to a ſociety, for which your Saviour 


«« cleanſe it with the waſhing of water by the 
„ Word, that he might preſent it to him. 
* ſelf a glorious church, not having ſpot a 


Innocent ſoever it may often ſeem, and ſome- 
times be, inſnares multitudes of your ſex. 


they laugh, they prattle: and then they of- 


they grow up, their ſenſibilities become more 
_ enlightened, and more awake. 
oftener. 


inclining them to ſhrink from whatever migit 
| threaten to injure it. 


' riſe, are reſtrained from exorbitance, by a 


| Serm, Ii 


«« gave himſelf, that he might ſanctify and 


«© wrinkle, or any ſuch thing.” Think of 
this, © Watch and pray, that ye enter nc 
5 into temptation.“ 

The love of promiſcous as, how 


— OA 


'Their earlieſt days are marked by a mixture 
of ſprightlineſs and ſimplicity, They run, 


ten bluſh, for fear of having offended. 4 


They bluſh 
it is the precious colouring of vi- 
tue, as one has happily phraſed it. They 
contract a quicker perception of what is de. 
cent, and of what is wiſe. A ſweet timidity 
was given them to guard their innocence, by 


Their paſſions, as they 


+23 $a. -SGam A  . e . ann, OY BY 


ſecret ſenziment of ſhame and honour, 11 


- 


erm. III. YOUNG WON x. 79 is 
this fate of mind, they come to hear mach i 
concerning public diverſions. The deſcrip- 0 
don is frequently repeated, and always exag- A 
gerated. Their curioſity takes fire; they 
Jare eager to participate. They are in- 


uiged once a ſecond—a third time often 
( without controul. By little and little their 


natural fearfulneſs begins to abate. For a 

E while they are ſhocked at ſigns of rudeneſs. 
Their ears are wounded by the language of 
vice: Oaths, imprecations, double meanings, 
every thing obſcene fills them with diſguſt and 
horror. But cuſtom ſoon begets familiarity ; 
Fand familiarity produces indifference. The 
emotions of delicacy are leſs frequent, leſs 
frong. And now they ſeldom bluſh, altho? _ 
perhaps they often affect it. At the image of 
ſin they tremble no longer: their minds are 


. already debauched. All the internal fences 5 
of modeſty are broken down. Can you won- 
Leer, if it is then eaſily aſſailed from without? 
bot what if it is not? What if appearances are 
bill preſerved, if open ſcandal is not incurred, 

ot WY or if ſecret enormity ſhould be always avoid- 
WH <4? Is it not enough for a young womanto be 


free from infamy, from crimes ? Between the 
tate of virgin purity and actual proſtitution 
are there no intermediate degrees: Is it ng 


* - 
i * * ” = 
4 TA _—_ / y 2 
2 * 
— Urn . — —— 


— 
5 
no 
= — * 4 
- nn pa net 


E 
-— 


- » . x 5 . 
+. - . 
nr 
, F . 

1 p * . DE YI I _ pi = pc , 88 . &5 8 
r — TC Sno ERS FFF ͤ . aa Os — Eien — — — _— — ay SES ap 
— 2 2 — — a. T =- 3 5 — IE o - = K 1 a = — " ” — 2 e gs OD 
— TT — — — — — ca 2D ͤ ˙ gen bes nat ag - — nals” + ARES * Y : a — ed ay 3 

: Ll - A ” , > a= % — OS 5 "== — 8 — ow 8 — — D 
* a * — n * Ro %p bs n — bs 3 : — > 1 2 * * 2 * A > * — — — 2 — — — 
7 5 £ A —— RR - ww. ” - 8's N - — =. * — KG _ — 2 * 2 * br = = I 
„ — 
— of — 
— 


% MOD? 


80 SeRMons TQ Serm, III. 
thing to have the ſoul deflowered, the farc) 
| polluted, the paſſions flung into a ferment? 
Say, is it nothing to forfeit inward freedom, 
and ſelf. poſſeſſion? The beauty, the dignity, 
the tranquility of conſcious virtue—are al 
theſe of no account? Such indeed one would 
think were the opinion of thoſe who imagine 
there can be no harm in a paſſion for places 
cf entertainment: Becauſe, ſay they, all at- 
tacks on the honour of perſons who reſort to 
them, are precluded. be that as it may, [ 
mult ever maintain that young women cf 
principle will be cautious of frequenting 
ſcenes where ſhamefacedneſs, at once thi 
companion and the guardian of female inno- 
cence, is in danger of being loſt. But, [ 
add, that every prudent young woman allo 
will be extremely wary in this particular; 
becauſe, | | 
Secondly, The otnament we now recom- 
mend is as iſe as it is neceſſary, There 11 
nothing ſo engaging as baſhful beauty. The 
beauty that obtrudes itſelf, how confiderab!y 
ſoever, will either diſguſt, or at moſt excit: 
but inferior deſires. Men are ſo made, they 
refuſe their admiration, where it 1s courted : 
where it ſeems rather ſhunned, they love to 
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erm. III. Younc Won z R. 81 
© tow. it. The retiring graces have been al- 
ays the moſt attractive. 
You remember the repreſentation Which 1 
lilton puts into Adam's mouth on his firſt bi. 
ecting with our mom: mother. How beau- 

Fiful, and how e 


"2 
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— 


1 


2 
* 
n 
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She 10 me thus; and tho” divinely brought, 
Yet innocence and virgin modeſty, 

Her virtue, and the conſcience of her worth, 
That would be woo'd, and not unſought be won, 
Not obvious, not obtruſive, but retir'd 

The more defirable ; or to ſay all, | 

Nature herſelf, tho' pure of ſinful thought, 
Wrought in her ſo, that ſeeing me ſhe turn'd. 
If llowed her. She what was honour knew, 
4nd with obſequious majeſty approv'd 

My pleaded reaſon. To the nuptial bow'r 

led her bluſhing -___ the mor, 


But this was only the poet”s fancy. True, 
Yet the poet knew the ſexes well, and ſeemg 
o have ſtudied yours particularly. He paint- 
d from the completeſt ſtandards he could 
ind. His picture of Eve, in her ſtate of in- 
ocence, may be conſidered as the model of 
x woman moſt amiably feminine: in whom his 
magination, alike exalted and correct, could 
ioure h 0 n 
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have juſt heard ? 


| nere, a man living, who in his ſober ſenſe: 
would not prefer a modeſt to an immodeſt wo- 
man. An impudent woman Who can tel 
which is greater—the diſgrace thrown upon 


reflected on our natures by that abhorrence, 
| Which is raiſed by the bare idea in every 
breaſt, not totally degenerate ! 


the All- preſiding Power has graciouſly taken 
to ſhew his care of female virtue, not only by 


deep and lively ſenſe of reputation, which 1s 
one of its moſt powerful preſervatives, but 
alſo by forming the minds of ours with ſo high 


women, and with ſo ſtrong a diſapprobation of 


whenſoever reaſon | 1s permitted te to take Place 


— 
— ——_ — 


—— As thoſe graceful acts, 
Thoſe thoufand decencies that daily flow 
From all her words and . 


What mind, indeed, of any worth can fel. 
bear to be charmed with the * you 


To ſay the truth, there is not, I verily be. 


humanity by ſuch a character, or the honour 


Surely it deſerves your notice, what pains 
impreſſing the minds of your ſex with that 


an eſteem for every indication of chaſtity in 


the contrary. That eftcem „ and this diſap- 
probation, it 1s certain, are felt by the men, 
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] ly and univerſally intelligible. I ſay not, in- 


up to vice; but, I apprehend, they are ſo for 


I ly characteriſtic and ſignificant ; as, on the 
Pocher fide, ſhe has always (I think always) 
Wrarked the genuine feelings of modeſty with 
look and manner no > leſs correſpondent and 
expreſſive. 


men, pointing to her yet uncorrupted daugh- 


© 1] have graced with my faireſt gifts, and 


them with love and reſpect. Treat them 
* with tenderneſs and honour. They are ti- 


* weakneſs ! Let their fears and bluſhes en- 
dear them. Let their confidence in you 
never be abuſed. —But, is it poſſible, that 


' premely ee as to abuſe it? Can you 


221 


Hof appetite : FE” theſe indications are perfect- 


deed, that thoſe of the laſt kind are always 
2 pparent, where women have given themſelves 


the greater part. This breach of her moſt 


W:cred law, the juſtice of Nature has general- 
Wy branded with a look and manner peculiar- 


In the latter . ſhe ſeems to fir to us 
ters,“ Behold theſe ſmiling innocents, whom 


committed to your protection !—Behold 


© mid, and want to be defended. They are 
* frail—O do not take advantage of their 


* any of you can be ſuch barbarians, ſo ſu- 
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e truſting creatures of their treaſure, or do 
* any thing to ſtrip them of their native robe 
« of virtue? Curſed be the impious hand that 

e would dare to violate the unblemiſhed form 
c of Chaſtity ! Thou wretch ! thou ruffian! 
« forbear; nor venture to provoke Heaven 
* fierceſt vengeance.” 


_ equally watchful for all her children, ſeems 
to caſt an eye of awful reproach on ſuch of 


this purpoſe:— Fly, my ſons! fly theſe 
deſtructive Syrens. They ſmile only to 


* {weeteſt charms : Theſe are no more! They 


are hardened into ſhameleſſneſs. Their 
eyes, formerly ſoft, virtuous, and down- 


e of innocence, have learned to ſtare and roll 
e with unbounded wantonneſs; to dart no- 
thing but unholy fire: Their hands are the 
hands of Harpies. Their feet go down d 
death, and their ſteps take hold on hell. 


« find in your hearts to deſpoil the gentle 


In the other caſe the ſame Parental Power, 


her daughters as are unhappily abandoned, 
and, raiſing her voice to addreſs our ſex to 


«« tempt : and they tempt in order to devour, 
«© Once indeed they ſhone in many of my 


* have forgotten to bluſh ; their forehead 


«© caſt—thoſse very eyes that diffuſed the foul 


1 This account of theſe wretched bein vs wil 
e fooliſh, that are taken in their toils, ſhall 


Wome time or other be ſure to repent it. Ne- 


deſt impreſſions, and without any remains of 
atural modeſty, yet practiſe the art of feign- 


rrguments that can de conceived in its fa- 
\ | & 


uffciently aware, that there is no allurement 


,— —_— 


co 


ore, having loſt the reality, they ſtudy to re- 
ain the appearance. In this inſtance, no 
doubt, as in numberleſs others, the operations 
of Nature may be counteracted by violence, 
and her moſt ſpeaking features ſilenced by 
diſumulation. But, ah! how much more eaſy, 
pleaſant, noble, and happy, to be virtuous, 


od within us, Conſcience, will not bear 
he abuſe calmly. All eſſential tranſgreſſions 
of order, how- ſacceſsful ſoever they may 


by inward — and home- felt mean- 
Volume {. 5 H 
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Wc always true in part. The profligate and 


Pertheleſs it muſt be owned, there are thoſe 
Pr them who, with hearts of adamant to the 


pg its decent demeapour; one of the ſtrongeſt 


Yes, thoſe more accompliſhed e are 


qual to that of maiden virtue; and, there- | 


than only to ſeem ſo! That vicegerent of 


utwardly appear, ſhall certainly be puniſhed 
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far, as not to be ſeen through on many occz, 


that, to the ſenſe of decency, there is nothing 
more diſguſting, than the thoughts of a young 


| who has contracted a certain briſkneſs of ai 


ing, approach too near them, and can neve;, 


ſo. I am willing at leaſt to believe, that no 
real harm is meant by numbers who affed 


affectation. I had rather a thouſand times 
| ſee a young lady carry her baſhfulneſs too fu, 


neſs. But, the truth is, that the art of difſen. 
bling in the caſe before us, ſeldom ſucceeds 


fions ; and, when it is, the contempt and aver. 
ſion produced by it, are only heightened h) 
thoſe attempts to impoſe. Of this be aſſured, 


woman who cannot be put out of countenance, 
In our ſex, the character of being loft to ſhane 
is ſcandalous; but in eee can deſcribe 
the deteſtation 1t excites ! 

Next to this, is the diſlike we feel to he 


and levity of deportment, which, though hy 
good nature, or the courteſy of cuſtom, diſtin. 
guiſhed from the brazen front and bold attac 
of the proſtitute, does yet, I cannot help fay- 


Jam ſure, be pleaſing to men of ſentiment, 
Such an air of deportment, I well know, ar 
by many eſteemed marks of ſpirit. It maybe 


them. But ſurely they are the worſt kind d 


A maſculine womari muſt be naturally an 
Pamiable creature. I confeſs myſelf ſhocked 
henever I ſee the ſexes confounded. An ef- 
.minate fellow that, deſtitute of every manly 
ntiment, copies with inverted ambition from 


t once. On the other hand, a young woman 
better rank, that throws off all the lovely 
fftneſs of her nature, and emulates the da- 
ng intrepid temper of a man——how terri- 
e! The transformation on either ſide muſt 


s in that particular prohibition of the Jew- 
in h law, which ſays, The woman ſhall not 
2k wear that which pertaineth unto the man: 


neither ſnall a man put on a woman's gar- 
ment. For all that do ſo are an abomination 


ars to be conſidered as a renouncing, in effect, 
ee diſtinction of form, which the Almighty 


ad eſtabliſned in the creation. To this un- 
atural mode do we not ſometimes oblerve a 


Hz. 
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kan pique herſelf on the freedom of her man- 


our ſex, is an object of contempt and averſion 


er be monſtrous. Is not this ſhadowed out 


unto the Lord! Such confuſion of apparel 


iſible tendency in our days? But what 
hougi the dreſs be kept ever ſo diſtin, if 
e behaviour is not; in thoſe points, I mean . 
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Bl 5 where the character peculiar to each ſex ſeems i a 
43064 to require a differenee? There, a metamor- i 5 
= Phofis i in either will always offend an eye that & 
10 is not greatly vitiated. It will do fo particu-· F 
11 larly in your ſex. By dint of aſſiduity, flattery, n 
AMI fortune, and ſhew, a female man ſhall ſome. WF. 
| iſt . times ſucceed ſtrangely with the women: bit f 
if } to the men, an Amazon, I think, never fails to Wl - 
if 4 be forbidding. Are none of you, my ſiſter, i: 
I * in danger of roughening into this ungractous 
ph 14 figure? How readily 1 is it aſſumed, in thoſe t. 
N 13 ſcenes where the 1 1gnorance of youth co-ope. i ; 
5 rates with the magic of faſhion, ur of you it 
1 y perhaps will not ſuſpect. 7 55 b 
2K Men, I preſume, are in general better 0 
15 judges than women, of the deportment of Wi ; 
1 5 women. Whatever affects them from your 
195 quarter they feel more immediately. Vo 
Kit ide inſenſibly into a certain caſt of manners: Wil 1; 
i you perceive not the gradations. You do not WW « 
ſee yourſelves at a proper diſtance. If the ef- Wi - 
fect produced be upon the whole diſagreeable, 4 
ſelf- love will not be the firſt to diſcover it. 
Men, i it is true, are often dazzled by youth, Wl « 
vivacity, and beauty; but yet at times they . 


will look at you with a cooler eye, and a 
cloſer inſpection, you — a, 
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you in private company. 

In ſplendid crowds all 1s diſſpated, becauſe 
all is gairiſh. The multiplicity of objects 


C lieve me, they are not the places, where the 

heart is moſt apt to be touched. 1 
At any rate, the majeſty of the ſex i 1s Band 

to ſuffer by being ſeen too frequently, and too 


the diſtance kept by royal perſonages, contri- 
butes to maintain the proper reverence. Moſt 
of our pleaſures are prized in proportion to 
the difficulty with which they are obtained. 


litic in young ladies than to make it cheap. 


« govern themſelves l the exact rules of 
« prudence and modeſty, their luſtre is like 
© the meridian fun in its clearneſs, which, 

though leſs approachable, is counted more 
66 gorious; ; but when they decline from thoſe 


H 3 


— 


eat, when they have opportunities of ſeeing 


fatters and diſtracts; nothing is felt or 
thought of in the way either of ſerious reflec- 
tion, or ſerious paſſion. How much misjudged 

is an exceſſive fondneſs for ſuch ſchemes ! Be- 


familiarly. Diſcreet reſerve in a woman, like 


The ſight of beauty may be juſſly reckoneq 
in that number. Nothing can be more impo- 


80 long,“ ſays a lively author, „as they 
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ce they are like the ſun in a cloud, which, tho 


vereignty of female worth, unambitious of 


her diſpoſition in other reſpects ever ſo good) 


6 ſafelier gazed on, 1s not half ſo bright.” 
Even the worſt men are ftruck by the ſo. 


appearing. But if a young perſon (ſuppoſing 


will be always breaking looſe through each WW 
domeſtic incloſure, and ranging at large the f 
wide common of the world, thoſe deſtroyer I 
will ſee her in a very different point of light, n 
They will confider her as lawful game, to b: WW" 

| bunted down without any heſitation. And if Wiſ* 
ker virtue, or (which to a woman 1s nearly J 
the ſame in effect) her reputation, ſhould be p 
loſt, what will it avail the poor wanderer, to iſ: 
plead that ſhe meant only a little harmleis 2. 
muſement, and never thought of firaying i into Y 
the abhorred paths of vice ? 0 
With regard to the opinion of the better i 
fort of men, I will tell you a ſecret. If in th: f 
Autter of too public a life, you ſhould at an) 
time fo far forget yourſelves, as to drop that WW" 


nice decorum of appearance and manner 


u hich is expected from your ſex, particularly WF" 


from the younger part of it, they will be 
tempted to harbour ſuſpicions, which I dare WE 


not name; that is, many of them will, Tix Wi 


reſt, who know you better, or have more cha- 
G rity, will be hurt to think you ſhould expoſe 


a friendly hint of what ſo much concerns 


inclination to good nature, their love of a- 
muſement in their turn, and their finding it 
mot readily in the ſociety of your ſex, will 
Cifpote them to laugh with you very freely. 
Intimacy will lead on to a kind of attachment, 


vallantry : ſometimes perhaps at an expence, 
which they can ill afford. In a word, they 

vill be mightily pleaſed with you—as the 
COMpanions or an hour. Companions for life, 
if they ever think of ſuch, they will look out 


ceſſary diſcrimination; I mean, if they are 


They will then try if they can find women 
well-bred and ſober- minded, at the ſame time, 
of a cheerful temper, with ſedate manners; 
women, of whom they may hope that they 
vl love home, be attached to their huſbands, 


— * — 
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yourſelves to a degree of cenſure, which, in 
reality, you do not deſerye, Yet none of 
them hardly will be kind enough to offer you 


you ; not even where it might be done with 
the moſt perfe& propriety. Their general | 


They will often entertain you with no little | 


tor elſewhere. They will then make the ne- 


wiſe and honeſt enough to marry ſrom choice. 
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whether with or without fortune (that will ne- 
ver be their prime conſideration) they will en- 


and behaviour than they uſed towards you, 
| Far other ſentiments, far other emotions, will 


enough to obtain the much wiſhed-for objects, 
then, with a joy unfelt before, they will form 


where they found you, as widely removed as 


proſpects that humanity knows; the pleaſures 
which are enjoyed at home, and the proſpedis 


when ever you ſhall pleaſe, you cannot fail to 


ſpirits, you continue to exhibit that beauty 4s 
uſual, and to dance along through the giddy 
maze. Not to infiſt at preſent how precarious 
and how tranſient an attendant this ſame arch- 
flatterer has always proved, I muſt remind 


attentive to their families, reaſonable in thei 
wiſhes, moderate in their expences, and not 
devored to external ſhew. Having found them, 


deavour to gain them by another ſort of ſtyle 


then poſſeſs them. In ſhort, their hearts wil 
be then engaged; and if they are happy 


the tendereſt of all connections, leaving you 


wy 


ever, from the trueft pleaſures and the fairel 


+ I © A, 


which include a family. 
But many of you, I fear, will ſmile at all 
this, truſting to the flatterer Beauty, that, 


bin, bene * Ss 


fix your men; and ſo, in the gaiety of your 
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Jou, that a face hackneyed in the public eye, 
Wow ſtriking ſoever when firſt ſeen, or how 
andſome ſoever it may yet remain, loſes 


nuch of its = to pleaſe. Every new ap- 
es ſomething from its charms ; 


pearance ta 
land for one inſtance wherein this kind of ex- 


hibition ſucceeds, how many might be named 
in which young women, onee extolled and 


run after every where, haye lived to tread the 
beaten round, unpraiſed, neglected, forlorn! 


No, thoſe large promiſcous circles are not 


the ſcenes where the heart is commonly inte- 
reſted. Virtuous love, like true devotion, flies 


from noife, ſeeks retreat, and delights to in- 


dulge itſelf unobſerved by all, ſave the object 
of its veneration. That reſpectful modeſty, 
which attends it on the part of man, is main- 


tained and exalted by nothing ſo much as an 


vnaffected baſhfulneſs on the woman's fide. 
But this laſt, which, properly ſpeaking, is the 


flower of female chaſtity, is of a nature ſo de- 


licate and tender, as always to thrive beſt in 
places the leaſt frequented. What pity, when, 


inſtead of being ſheltered and cheriſhed with 


care, it is heedleſsly expoſed to the wanton 
gaze of every wandering eye, to the cruel 


hand of eyety yOu" or of « every fly invader! 
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94 SERMONS TO Serm. III. 
Can any entertainment, or any admiration, 
the public has power to offer, compenſate the 
loſs of this enchanting quality? | 
Say not that it is incompatible with polite- 
neſs, or with affability. We have ſeen it ac- 
companied with the ſweeteſt affability, and 
with the moſt perfect politeneſs. Be aſſured, 
my ſiſters, that the beſt breeding 1s not learned 
by rambling from one aſſembly and one diver- 
ſion to another; but by living amongſt the beſt 
bred people, by cultivating a fund of good- 
neſs in the heart, and poſſeſſing the n, 
of a well-educated mind. 
After what you have heard, I hope you will 
not imagine, that the baſhfulneſs I plead for 
| tends to obſtruct any one view, which it be- 
comes a wiſe and worthy woman to entertain, 
Some men, I confeſs, may be flattered by for- 
ward advances from thoſe of your ſex, whom 
the ingenious Mr. Richardſon uſed: to term 
| keekers. But is there not reaſon to apprehend, 
that when they come to reflect coolly, their 
_ eſteem will not be laſting, where the founda- 
tion of it is not natural? There are other men, 
it is but fair to tell you, who will appear de- 


| Hghted with this kind of courtſhip, pretend 


| agch hi 2 gn, Pay you a worſe of compli 
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ments, by which they mean nothing, and ſwear 


to the firſt worthleſs companion they meet, 


that you have a defign upon them. Can you 


bear the thought of expoſing yourſelves to ſach 


imputation ? How mortifying, on ſuch occa- 


fions, to hear a girl ſeriouſly boaſt of her ima- 


ginary conqueſts ! How weak in her to fancy 


that every man who flatters her, not to ſay 
every man who treats her with the attention 


to which your ſex are entitled, is a lover! 


I ſpeak not of thoſe more deſerving females 


whoſe peace of mind has been cruelly ſported 


with by a ſpecies of poltroons, the diſgrace 


of their ſex, the reverſe of all that is brave or 
humane ; whoſe buſineſs and whoſe boaſt it 15, 
to inveigle the affections of virtuous women by 


endleſs obſequiouſneſs, and ſolemn profeſſions, 
that ſeem to imply every thirg juſt and kind, 
till they have undone the credulous fair ones, 

whom they then barbarouſty conſign to in- 
famy and woe! or elſe, finding that they 
have gone too far in the purſuit of thoſe who 


will not yield but on honourable terms, to 


which they have not the ſpirit of integrity ta 


apree, they poorly and baſely relinquiſh them, 


after having ſtolen their hearts. Happy crea- 


tures, to be fo relinquiſhed ! though not hap- 
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06. SERMONS TO erm. It, 
py to be ſo rte What an eſcape have 


you made from wretches that never deſerved 
you ! if your honeſt pride is hurt at firſt, as 


it may unavoidably be, that very pride will 


 foon inſpire you with a generous contempt; 
the only ſenfation fit to be retained on ſuch a 
ſubject. | 
To return to thoſe of your ſex, whom 2 
rage for amuſement and admiration has rob- 
bed of one of the fineſt ornaments that can 
adorn them, the ſhamefacedneſs I have been 
endeavouring to inculcate. After having ſaid 
ſo much to ſhew how highly they are to blame; 
what ſhall I ſay to thoſe, whoſe duty it is to ad- 
viſe them better, but who have always ne- 
glected it? Surely it might be thought, that 
ſuch of their female acquaintance, and ſuch 
eſpecially of their female relations as were ad- 
vanced in life, would, from their ſuperior ſtore 
of judgment and obſervation, be friendly 
| enough to communicate to thoſe ignorant 
and unexperienced young creatures, ſome ſa- 
latary counſel on this and other important ar- 
ticles. I know they will excuſe themſelves, 
by pleading the difficulty of the taſk. I own 
it difficult. To adviſe well was always fo; 
and who can be ſure of adviſing ſucceſsfully: 


2 
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Is it, therefore, never to be attempted ? In 


me pteſent caſe, I cannot doubt, but that good 
counſel, offered with e and affection, 


might often ſucceed. 
St. Paul, who held it not unworthy of an 
Japoſtle to enter with the greateſt particularity 


able: Speak thou the things that become 
© ſound dodtrine ;” 


women to be ſober, to love their huſbands, 
to love their children.“ What follows? 


eto be diſcreet, chaſte, keepers at 


hich, on his principles, muſt neceſſarily be 
Ippiicable to them? That women who, ha- 
ing families of their own, muſt go abroad, 


er ſphere, are peculiarly to blame, muſt, I 


rence infer, that they who have none are at 


berty to ſtroll about perpetually, to — 
Volume . 1 
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into the concerns of common life, directs 
Titus to remind the ancient women of their du- 
ty on this very head. His words are remark- 


among the reſt—— _ 
« that the aged women may teach the young 


home.“ The precept indeed points to 

young women in the ſtate of wedlock. But 
ill any ſuppoſe the apoſtle meant to exclude 

omen yet unmarried from that part of it, 


ind affect to ſhine any where but in their pro- 


tink, be acknowledged. But will you 


e 
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every place at home, and fink the moſt re- 
ſpectable virtues, the moſt valuable accom- 
pliſhments, in the parade of dreſs, the diſplay 
of beauty, and the tricks of affectation! 
It is truly ſad to ſee fo many young ladies 
| ſhewing themſelves every day in the markets 
of Vanity, who by a proper deportment elle. 
where might render themſelves agreeable 
and happy——to ſee them throwing away the 
opportunities of doing both. But it is no leſs 
ſurpriſing than ſad, to find amongſt women 
of age and experience fo few, comparative) 
ſpeaking, who have the conſcience or the hu- 
manity to contribute to their reformation and 
welfare 
Imagine a ſet of chaſte matrons, anciently Wi... 
mothers in this metropolis, who lived and Wc... 
died in ſacred obſcurity, were ſeldom found Nor f. 
from their own houſes, but placed their hum- refer 
ble glory in ſhining there, particularly i . 
| breeding their children to every thing pru- 
dient and praiſe-worthy——imagine the: for 


a little to return to life, and to obſerve un- 
knewn the manners of the preſent age. When, 
amongſt other things, the faw the daughtes 
of many a citizen, glitteting in gorgeous 2 
parel not paid for, rolling their eyes on ever) 


ſide through a large aſſembly, ſtudying by 
every childiſh art to draw the notice of the 
men, contend! ing with one another who ſhould 
be moſt the object of attention, catching with 
Ja kind of triumph each tranſient glance, nor 
ſhewing the ſmalleſt uneaſineſs even :0 be ſta- 
red at by the moſt licentious eye; or to be 
blown up by the moſt corrupted breath of 
Jerery vile betrayer.— l purſue the deſcrip- 


g * 5 4 n EY a ah * FP 6 J * 
TT TO NE e 


| ſpectators think of their poſterity ? What grief 
would fill their hearts on the occaſion ? But, 


thoſe young perſons, whoſe behaviour was ſo 
unbecoming, had not been taught by their 
mothers, their grand mothers, or any female 
friend in the world, one ſolid leſſon of wiſdom 


or frugality, of female decorum or amiable 
| Felerve, | 
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tion no farther——what would our venerable 
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ah! how great would be their aſtoniſhment 
and horror, when informed, that numbers of 
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SERMON I. 


On Female Virtue. 


—— = —— : ve; 
| 34 es By VVV Pla 
| | 1 Tim. il, 8, 9. c me 
| | 7 avill—that women adorn leer wil ſhe 
i  Sobriety. | J 
| 0 

| A Plain dreſs you have Fe fiend extreme« f 


ly pleaſing. What ſuch a dreſs is to the per- r. 
ſon, that, and much more, 1s ſobriety to the tura 
mind. Sobriety is a ſort of ſpiritual veſture deſe 
Bf entirely void of ſhew, ſubſtantial, home-ſpun, WW © 
| and hardy; calculated to defend againſt tis dera 


ö injuries of the world, as well as to cover the inde 
nakedneſs of the ſoul ; proper to be worn every Ii is 
day, and not unfit for any place where a rea- em 
| ſonable being ought to appear; perfectly de- iſ have 


cent, and, to a judicious eye, exceedingly are! 
| beautiful; in a word, ſo indiſpenſible, and ſo has n 
| becoming, that ſhe who is without it has been Wi yet | 
ever deemed, by the virtuous and wiic, an WF And 
object of deformity, loathing, and wretched. ¶ batio 
neſs. Like every thing of greateſt value, it 


ſwers ſo many uſeful neceſſary ends, ſhould 
like that too not ſtrike the generality of be- 
holders, does, in my opinion, reflect honour. 
to your ſex. It would be more eſteemed, 
C were it leſs common. And here I mult com- 
plain of thoſe men, who will allow little or no 
merit to a woman for being ſober : when, if 


If the vice be ſcandalous, can the virtue fail 
of being honourable ? * od Js 
To argue from an inſtance ſo:newhat ſimi- 
lar, Becauſe difobediznce to parents is unna- 
tural and vile, does it follow that filial piety 
deſerves little or no praiſe? But, in fact, the 
temptations to this crime are uſually inconſi- 
derable, frequently none at all; whereas, to 


indecorum, intemperance, and incontinence, 


it is certain many women are under ftrong 
temptations ; it is alſo certain, that many 


have given way to them: it is probable there 
are but few, whoſe virtue in thoſe particulars 


has not been expoſed to very dangerous ſnares; 
yet the far greater part preſerve it entire: 
And ſhall we deny them our tribute of appro- 
bation ? Forbid it, Generoſity and Juſtice | 


WS worth is beſt known by its loſs. That this 
W qualicy, which like your daily clothing, an- 


ſhe were not, they would condemn her loudly. 


4 
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'The ſpeaking with contempt of what i; 
commonly called negative virtue, is often the 
mere rant of an affected philoſophy. To 
make ſome allowance for the condition of 
Humanity, were ſurely more modeſt ard can- 


did. Where does helive, and what is his name, 
who dares be confident, that in any given 


circumſtance of critical trial, his own reſolu- 


tions would remain unſhaken ? For vice and 
immoralitiy, though there may be allevia- 


tions, there can be no excuſe, But yet, on the 


Other hand, ſituated as mortals are, a mora! or 


inoffenſive conduct is fairly entitled to com- 
mendation from mortals. Your ſituation, my 


young friends, demands much candour from 


us, and mighty cautien in you. 
The ornament of soBRIETT y, which come; 


next to be conſidered, is by no means a cheap 
done. But though it is purchaſed with diff 


culty, it is loſt with eaſe. To preſerve it, 


Will require the unremitted exerciſe of pru- 


dence, vigilance, and ſevere circumſpection: 


or to ſpeak more properly, theſe are parts cf 
_ this quality, which in effect is of a mixed and 
comprehenſive nature. To deſcribe it at 


large, is not my deſign. The attempt would 
lead into a diſcuſſon much too dry and uin: 


attention to truth, and your hearts to good- 
neſs, in a different way; by ſentiment, perſua- 
lion, and the native influence of fraternal 
counſel. Come then, my ſiſters, and hearken 
to a brother, while he endeavours to ſhew you, 


en one fide, thoſe things which you ought 


principally to ſhun, in order to the maintain- 


ing the ſobriety of your minds and manners ; ; 


and to point out, on the other, that poſitive 
cicipline, which muſt co-operate for this pur- 


poſe, At preſent we can only undertake the 

former of theſe points. But, before we pro- 
ceed to that, let me deſire you to take notice 
with what propriety the apoſtle's ideas ſeem 


to riſe one above another. He begins with 
that which is moſt directly obvious, and the 
ery firſt precaution to be obſerved, *© Mo- 
« defy of apparel.” Then he mentions, 
« Shamefacedneſs ; which, though ſome- 


limes leſs apparent, yet when ſeen cannot fail 
of recommending itſelf to every eye, and 


without which decency of garb is mere affec- 
tation. Shamefacedneſs, as he has ranked 
It, appears like a kind of finer covering, the 


2 veil of Chaſtity, to be thrown over all 
wh e ret. But wat! it may be a vell i in the beſt 
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ſenſe, a holy veil and no maſk, he ſubjoins 
« Sobriety”” as the more inward habit (ſo to 
ſpeak) which muſt ſupport and give value to 
the whole; or, to drop the metaphor, as that 
internal and prevailing character, by which 
every part of a woman's dreſs and demeanour 
mult be ever regulated. Now, to cultivate 
this character, it is of infinite conſequence, 
In the firſt place, to avoid DpanGerovs 


cONNEXIONS, If that is not done, what is 
there on earth, or heaven, that can ſave you? 


Of miraculous interpoſition, I think not at 


| Preſent. She can have no right to expect it, 


who throws herſelf into the broad way of 


temptation. What thoſe dangerous connexions 
are, it may not be always eaſy to explain, 
when it becomes a queſtion in real life. Un- 
happily for young women, it is a queſtion 
ſometimes of very nice deciſion, Caſes there 


are, in which nothing can be clearer. The 


man that behaves with open rudeneſs, the 


man that avowedly laughs at virtue, the 


man that impudently pleads for vice; ſuch a 


man 1s to be ſhunned like a . In 


this caſe, The woman that deliberates is 


« loſt,” What! would you parley with the 
deſtroyer, when he gives you warning? Then 
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you are not enſnared: you knowingly and 


witfolly expoſe yourſelves. If you are poi- 
ned, if you are loſt; your folly is without 
excuſe, and your deſtruct ion without 2 allevia- 
tion. 

But, in this manner, none will proceed, 


4 ſave wretches alike licentious and imprudent. 


Of artful men the approaches will be ſilent 


and flow ; all will be ſoft inſinuation; or elſe 
| they will put on a blunt face of ſeeming good 
kumour, the appearances of honeſt frankneſs, 
drawing you to every ſcene of diſſipation 
| with a kind of obliging violence, ſhould vio- 


lence of any kind be neceflary. If, withal; 


they are agreeable in their perſons, or lively : 


in their converſation ; above all, if they wear 
the air of gentlemen, which, unfortunately 
for your ſex, is too often the caſe ; then in- 


deed your danger i is extreme. Thus far the. 


trap is concealed. You apprehend nothing : 
your unſuſpecting hearts begin to ſlide; they 


are gone—gone before you are aware. The 


men | am ſpeaking of perceive their advan- 
tage the moment it appears. I have ſup- 
poled them deſtitute of worth. 
allo unchecked by fear, what can preſerve 


you? A ſenſe 1 ef the dread of 
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may not. They have often, no doubt, come 
in to prevent the laſt exceſs. And but for 
ſuch reſtraints, what would become of many 
a woman who is not under that beſt one, Reli- 
gious Principle? The experiment, however, 


truſted to it, and have been undone. 


not undone, eſcape, think ye, unhurt ? un- 
hurt in their health and ſpirits, in their ſere- 
nity and ſelf-enjoyment, in their ſobriety of 
mind and habits of ſelf-controul ? You. can- 
not think it. Very ſeldom at leaſt can you 


of temper, an ill placed paſſion ſhall not leave 


behind it, in a youthful breaſt, great diſorder 
and deep diſquietude. 


eluded, hidden as it frequently is? Not ſo 


ference between a man of decency and ho- 


nour, or who has all along paſſed for ſuch, 


nn ee a 
2 4 LA 


ruin ? Perhaps they may. But perhaps they 


you will own 1s hazardous, Multitudes have 


But do thoſe, who in the world's ſenſe are 


ſuppoſe, that, where there is much ſenſibility 


But how, will you aſk, is the ſnare to be 


hidden throughout; as to be inviſible, unleſs 
indeed you will ſhut your eyes. Is it not 
your buſineſs to inquire into the character of 
the man that poſſeſſes an attachment ? Or 1s 
character nothing? Is there no eſſential dif. 
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ſmiling foe of female virtue? May you not 


in queſtion aſſociates? Or, is a man's choice 


ſuch a perſon begins by little and little to take 
off the vizard, and appear what he is, by 


looſe ſentiments, indecent advances, an am- 


biguous ſtyle, an alarming aſſurance, “ fool- 


ſex, who not only expreſs no diſpleaſure at 
theſe things, but by a loud laugh, or childiſh 
titer, or fooliſh ſimper, or ſome other indi- 
cation of a light mind, ſhew real ſatisfaction, 
perhaps high complaiſance. 

Another thing no leſs abominable, 1 can- 
not forbear to mention. How common 1s it 
to ſee + ;oung ladies, who paſs for women of 
reputation, admitting into their company. in 


public places, and that with viſible tokens of 


civility and pleaſure, men whom the moment 
betore they ſaw herding with creatures of in- 
famous name? Gracious God | what a 


defiance to the laws of piety, prudence, cha- 


and a man who is known to lead an irregular 
life, or who is ſuſpetted, however, to be the 


learn, if you pleaſe, with whom the perſon 


of company nothing! If you are not reſolved 
to be blind, you may ſurely diſcover whether 


« jth talking and jeſting, which is not con- 
«© yenient.”—I bluſh for numbers of your 
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ö racter, decorum! What an inſult 3 in effect, 
to every man and woman of virtue in the 


world! What a palpable encouragement to 
vice and diſhonour ! What a deſperate pulling 


down, in appearance, and with their own 


hands, of the only partition that divides them 
from the moſt profligate of their ſex | Be. 


tween the bold and the abandoned woman 
there may full remain, notwithſtanding ſuch 


behaviour, a diſtinction in the world's eye; 
but we ſcruple not to declare, that religion 
purity, delicacy make none. 


To return from this digreſſon, if i it bet one, 
we will allow it poſſible to put cafes wherein 
no particular rules of diſcovery, no determi- 
nate modes of judgment, will enable a young 


woman, by her own unaſſiſted fill, to diſ. 
cern the dangers that he in her way. But, 


can a young woman be juſtly excuſed, or can 


| ſhe fairly excuſe herſelf, if, where all is at 
ſtake, ſhe calls not in the joint aid of wile 
Suſpicion, friendly Counſel, and grave Ex- 


perience, together with prayers for God's 
protection more than ordinarily fervent ! 
But, methinks, I hear ſome of you aſk, 


with an air of earneſt curioſity, Do not re- 
formed rakes then make the beſt huſbands? 


x 
ec 


. whenever it is ſtarted by a virtuous wo- 
=; drawing minutely the character of a rake; 


it, give me leave to anſwer your inquiry, by 
king a queſtion or two in wi own turn. In 


he woman he marries with every mark of 
enderneſs, eſteem, fidelity ; ; and that he gives 
Wy for ever his old companions, at leaſt as to 


mer conduct. But now let me aſk you, or ra- 


o your ſex, to order, rectitude, and honour, 


ne pure une xhauſted affection of a man who 
1:25 not by intemperance and debauchery 


corrupted his principles, impaired his con- 
itution, enſlayed himſelf to appetite, ſub- 
mitted to ſhare with the vileſt and meangh 

74 rm? 1, | ; K 
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1 am 05 for the 1 1 am n doubly ſor- 


nan. I will not wound the ear of modeſty 


4 he firſt place, We will ſuppo e 4 man of this 
Fharacter really reformed, fo far as to treat 


any choſen intimacy, or preference of their 
ompany to hers. We grant it poſſible: We 

rejoice when it happens. It is certainly the 

beſt atonement that can be made for his for- 


ther let me deſire you to aſk your own hearts, | 
ithout any regard to the opinions of the 
vorld, Which i is moſt defirable on the ſcore 
of ſentiment, on the ſcore of that reſpect 
#hich you owe to yourſelves, to your frie nds, 
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of mankind, the mercenary embraces of har. 
Tots, contributed to embolden guilt, to harden 
vice, to render the retreat from a life of ſcan. 
| dal and miſery more hopeleſs ; who never 


M laid ſnares for beauty, never betrayed the in- F 
1 nocent that truſted him, never abandoned any : 
i fond creature to want and deſpair, never * 
"1 hurt the reputation of a woman, never di. 4 
ſturbed the peace of families, or defied the L 


1 laws of his country, or ſet at nought the pro. , 
{ | Hibition of his God ;—which, I ſay, is mo 


j defirable, the affectation of ſuch a man, or tha: © 
l; of him who has probably done all this, who ls 
fl T has certainly done a great part of it, and Me 
k who has nothing now to offer you, but the th 
1 ſhattered remains of his health, and of hi th; 
Heart ? How any of you may feel on this ſub- we 


JeR, I cannot ſay. But if, judging as a man, 5 
1 believed, what I had often heard, that the 5 
generality of women would prefer the latter, 
E know not any thing that could fink them 

To low in my eſteem. | 

| "That he who has been formerly a rake may 
after all prove a very tolerable huſband, 3 
the world goes, I have ſaid already that | 
do not diſpute. But, I would afk, in tht 
next place, is this commonly to be expected! 
Is there no danger chat ſuch a man will be 
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; tempted by the power of long habit to return 
to his old ways; or that the inſatiable love of 


variety, which he has indulged fo freely, 
will ſome time or other lead him aſtray from 


the fineſt woman in the world? Will not the 
rery idea of a reſtraint, which he could ne- 
rer brook while ſingle, make him only the 
more impatient of it when married? Will he 
have a better opinion of his wife's virtue, that 
he has converſed chiefly with women who had 


none, and with men amongſt whom it was a 


favourite ſyſtem, that the ſex were all alike? 


Aut it is a painful topic. Let the wo- 
men who are ſo connected make the beſt of 


their condition; and let us go on to ſome- 
thing elſe. If you, my honoured hearers, 
woutd preſerve your ſobriety, 1 would warn 
von, 

In the ſecond place, againſt a 1881 PA- 
TED LIFE ;z into which many, who I verily 


believe have no ill intentions, are unhappily 


drawn by one engagement or another. Youth, 
ſorightlineſs, the love of ſociety, the love of 
Dining (the laſt particularly ſtrong in minds 


where imagination predominates), joined with 


2 taſte for amuſement, which the circum- 
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a Awation o& che ſex ſerves perhaps 
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only to increaſe—all theſe put together lead 
them very readily into ſuch a track ; mot 
eſpecially if their education bas lain in thx 
1 line, or if their connexions, whether natury 
|| or accidental, have concurred to ſtrengthen 
1 the bias. But, how innocent ſoever it may 
be in the firſt inſtance, who does not knoy, 
that in its after conſequences it is often ty 
the laſt degree hurtful? _ 
Daioes it not manifeſtly breed an impatienc 
of home, and juch a propenſity to ſhew, as, ra- 
ther than not be gratified, ſhall baulk the mol 
important duties, and court the moſt impro- 
per company? Does it not tend directly to 
expence and profuſion? Does it not unavoid- 
_ ably cheriſh the paſſion for idleneſs and faun- 
tering, ſo inconſiſtent with every thing so: 
lid, uſeful, and improving? Not to fpeak 
now of the prejudice done by it to the health 
and conſtitution, is ſuch a temper and ſuch a 
conduct agreeable to the great rules of mo- 
_ deration ! Will that mind be acquainted with 
wiſdom, which is averſe to thought? Wil 
Self government be her ſtudy, who flies from 
Self. inſpection? Can religion or virtue hope 
to make any laſting impreſſion on a ſpirit, 
that by perpetual agitation is wrought * in. 


| to mere froth ? What imaginable folly is there 
that may not find its way into a heart, like 
the garden of the fluggard, thrown open to 


in rambling and dreſſing, your evenings in vi- 


this is the general tenor of your tranſactions, 
on which ſide, I beſeech you, can the ba- 


lance be expected to lie at the bottom of the - 


account? 
But that 3 is ; not your care. cc What 


{ent then into the world for no other purpole ? 
Do you defign -to apply to nothing ſerious ? 


© have families.“ But pray, tell me—to act 
your parts properly then Is there no prepa- 
ration neceſſary ngw ? Is roving about con- 
tinually, the way to grow. either fond of do- 
meſtic employments , Or fit you for them? Will 


at preſent, diſpoſe or qualify you far a lager 


jphere of activity hereafter ? 
But have we not often ſeen young women 


2 


: every incurſion ? If your mornings are ſpent 


fits and cards, or public entertainments ; if 


e have the young and the gay to do, but to 
« divert themſelves ?”? Indeed! Were you 


„Ves, certainly, when we are ſettled, and 


neglecting the leſſer affairs committed to you 


that were thoughtleſs aud proſuſe, turn out 
very prudent and ecans nie wives? We 
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have; and what then? Would you build, | 
Tyſtem of action on events ſo precarious ad ha 
unlikely? Becauſe by the force of genius, « Mi vai 
Felicity of circumſtances, boys who were good for 
for little or nothing at ſchool, have not unfre. MM if | 
| quently, in proceſs of time, ſhot up into men Mi cr: 
of ability or ſpirit, would you from thence in. vo 
fer, that youths may : trifle ky their A «© 
early years ? [6c 
But is it certain, after all, that you a are tg the 
change your ſtate, as well as your character? 
Will the train of life we are conſidering re. 
commend. you much to young men ? I hav: eu 
talked with many of them on this ſubjed. A 
Shall I tell you their opinions? Some | find, lan 
would like a ſprightly companion in mar. cb. 
riage, but none a diſſipated one; and all of to 
them, to a man, dread a woman of expence. chi. 
T ſay not, that it is right in this cafe to count MVvit 
the coſt too nicely ; but men that are not very co 
violent lovers, or very great fools, will not Wi cor 
_ overlook it. Our ſex, of late years, have by WW Th 
many been thought more backward than for- gu: 
merly to enter into the holy bands of wed- ö i 
lock ; and what I hint at has been aſſigned a; rad 
a principal cauſe, bet 
Kay 
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It is too common indeed to hear thoſe who 


have been addicted to vagrant pleaſures, and 
W vain profuſion, plead the ſmallneſs of their 
fortunes as an excuſe for not marrying; when 


W if they did marry women of ſobriety and diſ- 
cretion, it is perhaps demonſtrable that they 
would live cheaper. But what,” ſay they, 


if hoping to find a help-mate, we ſhould 
« wed our ruin?” I anſwer them, Chooſe 


the better. Shall I give you their reply? 


„The ladies of the preſent age are ſo im- 
« moderately pn, chat“ — TM may 
gueſs the reſt. 2 


But it is not ſuch men alone chat 994 this 


language. There are thoſe of a different 


character, not a few, who ſtrongly attached 


to the worthier part of the ſex, wiſn for no- 
thing ſo much as an honourable connection 


with them, but are reſtrained by the very 
conſideration in queſtion. We would willingly 


convince them, that they carry it too far. 


They appeal to facts, and perſiſt in the ar- 
gument. We are weary of the diſpute. It 


is inconceivable what frivolous articles of pa- 


rade are inſiſted on by ſome women, of whom _ 


better things might be expected. But rival- 
lüp in ſhew is the ruling paſſion of the 
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times; and how much it is nouriſhed by dif 1 
: Hpation *. ! 3 fa 


I cannot leave this point without obſerving 
i that one of the worſt conſequences attending 
{ ſuch a courſe is, its throwing many young la. 


dies into the company of women, who, with 
the general reputation of virtue, or under the 
particular ſhelter of matrimony, are often the 
very quinteſſence of vice; a ſet of ſmooth 
1 pernicious tempters, like Satan to Eve, wind. 
ing themſelves by flattery into the hearts of 


ſuggeſtions, and ſuch tales as ſet their fancies 


j thoſe her heedleſs daughters, deſcanting on ei 
if their beauty, perfections, proſpetts, and WW mi: 
| i Know not what; firſt exciting, and then gra- WI 
. tifying their youthful curioſity, with ſuch gu⸗ 
wel 


i all on fire; by which any little ſtructure of Son 
* modeſty, that Nature and education may i the 
i | have raiſed, is conſumed in an inſtant. Which N kno 
1 contribute moſt to their fall from innocence, to b 

| _ thoſe ſhe-ſerpents, or the male ones mention- Will you 
* ed before, I will not determine: but remem- ls 
1 ber J have warned you againſt both. telii 
if Permit me farther, on this occaſion, juſt WW vio 
do remind you of poor Dinah. Secure as you i ſupe 


may think yourſelves, none of you, I ſup-W 
poſe, have been trained more yirtuouſſy that By with 
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erm. IV. Vou NG WOouEN. 1 
Wit is poſſible ſhe was under the eye of a pious 
father. But, alas! the ſpirit of wandering 
ſeized her. She went forth to ſee the 
, daughters of the land.” She met with a 
betrayer, and loſt her honour.— But 1 | 
proceed, OT | 
In the third place, to caution yon 3 
mat fatal poiſon to virtue, which is conveyed 
Eby PROFLIGATE and IMPROPER BOOKS 

When entertainment is made the vehicle of 
inſtruction, nothing ſurely can be more harm- 1 
leſs, agreeable, or uſeful. To prohibit young 
minds the peruſal of any writings, where q |. 
Wiſdom addreſſes the affections in the lan- | on 
guage of the imagination, may be ſometimes oi 
well meant, but muſt be always injudicious. 
Some ſuch writings undoubtedly there are; 
the offspring of real genius, enlightened by : 
knowledge of the world, and prompted, it is 
to be hoped, by zeal for the improvement: of 
youth. 

Happy indeed nd the vulgar flory- 
telling tribe, and highly to be praiſed is he, 
who, to fine ſenſibilities and a lively fancy, 
ſuper-adding clear and comprehenſive views 
of men and manners, writes to the heart 
with ſimplicity and chaſteneſs, through a ſe- 
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ries of advoitares well conducted, and rela. 


ting chiefly to ſcenes in ordinary life; where 
the ſolid joys of Virtue, and her ſacred for. 
rows, are ſtrongly contraſted with the hollow. 


nefs and the horrors of Vice; where, by little 
unexpected, yet natural incidents of the ten- 


der and domeſtic kind, fo peculiarly fitted to 
touch the ſoul, the moſt important leſſons are 
_ impreſſed, and the moſt generous ſentiments 
awakened; where, to ſay no more, diſtreſs, 
occaſioned often by indiſcretions, conſiſtent 


with many degrees of worth, yet clouding it 
for the time, is worked np into a ſtorm, ſuch 
as to call forth the principles of fortitude and 


wiſdom, confirming and brightening them by 
that exertion ; till at length the burſting tem. 
peſt is totally, or in a great meaſure diſpelled, 


ſo that the hitherto ſuſpended and agitated 
reader is either relieved entirely, and de. 


lighted even to tranſport, or has left upon hi; 


mind, at the concluſion, a mixture of virtu- 
ous ſadneſs, which ſerves to faſten the moral 
deeper, and to produce an unuſual ſobriety 11 
all his paſſions. 

Amongſt the few works of this kind which 


I have ſeen, I cannot but look on thoſe of 
Mr. Richardſon as well entitled to the fir 


ra! 


It 


erm. IV. 


judge has with equal truth and energy pro- 


nounced, © That he taught the paſſions to 
« move at the command of reaſon ;** I will 
venture to add,—an author, to whom your 


ex are under ſingular obligations for his un- 
common attention to their beſt intereſts ; but 
particularly for preſenting, in a character ſu- 
ſtained throughout with inexpreſſible pathos 


and delicacy, the moft exalted ſtandard of 
ſemale excellence that was ever held up to 


their imitation. I would be underſtood to 


except that part of Clariſſa's conduct, which 


the author meant to exhibit as exceptionable. 


getting this afide, we find in her character a 
what 
a ſanctity of ſentiment 


beauty, a ſweetneſs, an artleſſneſs 
ſhall I ſay more 
and manner, which, I own, for my part, I 


lave never ſeen equalled in any book of that 


fort; yet ſuch, at the ſame time, as appears 


no way impracticable for any woman who 1 15 


ambitious of excelling. | 
Beſides the beautiful prodachions of that 


incomparable pen, there ſeem to me to be 
very few, in the ſtyle of Novel, that you 


can read with ſafety, and yet fewer that you 


can read with advantage. What ſhall 


4 


* 


| Youne Women, 4 17190 
tank: An author of whom an indiſputable 
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120 SkERNMoxs TO Dem. IV. 
ſured (for we have not read them) are in 


peſti ferous, and which contain ſuch rank trea- 


— . " ” —_—_ 
_ — > —— 
— MLA 
OY => 


ble violation of all decorum, that ſhe who 
can bear to peruſe them muſt in her ſoul he a 
_ proſtitute, let her reputation in life be whatit 


true, that any young woman, pretending de- 
cency, ſhould endure for a moment to look 


| neſs ? 
that, with an effrontery which defies the laws 


head the mark of the beaſt, We conſider the 


Inſtruction theyconveynone: They paint ſcenes 
of pleaſure and paſſion altogether improper for 
| you to behold, even with the Mind's eye: 

Their deſcriptions are often looſe and luſcious 


: love between the ſexes are almoſt univerſally 
overſtrained ; All is dotage, or deſpair; : 0! 


we ſay of certain books, which we are af. 


their nature ſo ſhameful, in their tendency ſo 


ſon againſt the royalty of Virtue, ſuch horri- 


will. But, can it be true ſay, ye chaſte 
ſtars! that with imiumerible eyes inſpe& the 
midnight behaviour of mortals can it be 


on this Infernal brood of foley and lewd. 


Nor do we condemn thoſe writings only, 


of God and men, carry on their very fore. 


general run of novels as utterly unfit for you, 


in a high degree: Their repreſentations of 


* 


derm. IV. YounGs Wong x. 121 
Me ranting ſwelled into burleſque. In ſhort, 
he majority of their lovers are either mere 
Wunatics, or mock-heroes. A ſweet fenſibili- 
y, a charming tenderneſs, a delightful an- 


refinement of thought; how ſeldom are theſe 


their principal characters 


with all its enthuſtaſm of honour ; for love 
end honour were there the ſame. The men 


feRtion ; they were only to be won by real 
heroes; and this title was founded in protect- 


merit with them conſiſted in the diſplay of 


ind unalterable fidelity. The turn of thoſe 
docs was influenced by the genius of the 
mes in which they were compoſed ; as that, 


The characters they drew were, no doubt, of- 
en heightened beyond nature; and the inci- 
ents they related, it is certain, were com- 


7 blended with the moſt rediculous ex- 
ene J. 1 | op” 


euiſh, exalted generoſity, heroic worth, and 


beſt ingredients of virtuous love mixed with | 
any judgment or care in the ee of 


In the old Romance the paſſion appeared 


vere fincere, magnanimous, and noble: The 
vomen were paterns of chaſtity, dignity, and 


"g, not in betraying, the ſex. The proper 


plntereſted goodneſs, undaunted fortitude, 


n the other hand, was nouriſhed by them, 
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they may be read with perfect ſafety, i 
indeed there are any who chooſe to look i Unto 


ger of adopting a ſyſtem of romantic virtue, 


_ poſſible means the glorious principle of An: 
rice, have contrived pretty effectually to bring 
down from its former flights, that idle, youth: 


the wealth of the world. With the ſucceſs 
rents, the levity of diffipation, the vanity d 
valent, have concurred to cure completely 
in the faſhionable of both ſexes, muy N 
to mutual fondneſs. 
with thoſe antiquated notions of gallantry 
male excellence, invincible honour, and u 


2 ſpotted ſame ? Ts it not enough for him, 
de intends to ſtrike the matrimonial bargai 
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122 SERMONS To 
travagance. At preſent, however, I bcliers 


them. 
The times in which we e are in no da- 


The parents of the preſent generation, what 


with ſelling their ſons and daughters in mar- 
Triage, and what with teaching them by even 


ful, unprofitable paſſion, which has for its ob 
ject perſonal attractions, in preference to al 


endeavours of thoſe profoundly politic pi 


parade, and the fury of gaming, now ſo pre 


What has a modith young gentleman to d 


that were connected with a veneration for ft 


dem. IV. Younc Won x. 123 


at by himſelf, or an Ad cunmag father, he 


an drive a good one, to get policiiun of 


ne woman, whole fortune joined to his own, 


any he has, ſhall enable him to glitter in 


ublic, and in private to gratify other favou- 
ite inclinations more freely? Provided theſe 
and points are gained, in the perſoa he thus 


raficks for to be the partner of his life, what 


onfies her appearance, her underſtanding, 
r her character? And thoſe FINE LADIES, 
ho ſeek con queſt only for ſhew, too well in- 
Frudted in the ſuperior conſequence of that to 
ut any value on ſo ſimple a thing as a heart, 
nerely for its own ſake , what elſe have they 

o mind but ſecuring, by whatever arts, ſuch 
ettlements as ſhall place them, when mar- 
ied, on a level with their companions, or if 


Poſble above them, in all the important ar- 
icles of gaiety and iplendor ? As to men's 


azarding any thing in the defence of girls 


o may take it into their heads to think of 
putation, delicacy, ſentiment, and other 
ch exploded ideas; what can be ſo fooliſh ? 


although to hazard their lives in a drunken 
quarrel for a proſtitute might perhaps be 
brave! — That in ſo polite an age, the eleva- 
por of mated the fandtity of Truth, and the 
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| majeſty of Virtue, ſhould paſs for Enight, 
erxrantry, cannot be ſurpriſing ; nor is it any 


and manners are formed on ſtandards far dif 
Milton concerning them. It ſeems they were 
one of his early ſtudies, and that on a mon 
remarkable, and not much known, I hl 
„ betook me among thoſe lofty fables an 
* tos, the deeds of knighthood, founded by 


et our victorious kings, and from hence had 


| „ he ſhould defend to the expence of hu 
« blood, or of his life, if it ſo befel him, the 


% dear adventure of themſelves, had ſworn, 
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wonder that the very beſt things, in the pro. 
ductions laſt mentioned, ſhould be no wa 
intereſting to a modern reader, whoſe tali 


ferent. Some, however, may not be diſplea. 
ſed to hear the opinion of no leſs a judge thay 


account. As his words to this purpoſe are 


take the liberty to quote part of them: 


& romances, which recount, in ſolemn con- 


« in renown over all Chriſtendom. Then 
5 I read it in the oath of every knight, that 


« honour and chaſtity of virgin or matron. 
ce From whence even then I learned, what? 
© noble virtue chaſtity ſure muſt be, to the de. 
« fence of which ſo many worthies, by ſuc 


And, if I found, in the ſtory afterward 
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any of ak by word or deed breaking that 


«© as that which is attributed to Homer, to 


Only this my mind gave me, that every 
free and gentle ſpirit, without that oath, 


expect the gilt ſpur, or the laying of a 
„ ſword upon his ſhoulder, to flir him up 
both by his counſel and his arm to ſecure 


« chaſtity,” 


upon, the offspring of our preſent noveliſts, 
I mean the greater part; with whom we may 


fides the remarks already made on the for- 


frailties, and frailties as virtues ? that they 
engender notions of love unſpeakably per- 


look, in a great meaſuae, the- fineſt part of 
the paſſion, which one would ſuſpect the au- 
thors had n never experienced ? that they turn 


S- oath, I judged it the ſame fault of the poet, 


x have written indecent things of the gods. 


* ought to be born a knight, nor needed to 
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and protect the weakneſs of * attempted | 
To come back to 1 ſpecies of writing . 

which ſo many young women are apt to dote 

join the common herd of play writers. Be- 


mer, is it not manifeſt, with reſpect to both, 
that ſuch books lead to a falſe taſte of life 
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—— ———— 


— — 


and happineſs ? that they repreſent vices as 


verting and inflammatory? that they over- 
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frivolous gallantry ? that, on many occaſions, 
they take off from the worſt crimes commit. 


_ ought ever to follow them? on ſome occa- 

Hons actually reward thoſe very crimes, and 
almoſt on all leave the female reader with this 
_ perſuaſion at beſt, that it is their buſineſs to 


mears? Add to the account, that repentance 
for the fouleſt injuries which can be don: 


the ſex, is generally repreſented as the pang, 


_ wedlock converted into a ſponye, to wipe 


Ho much are thoſe young women to be pi- 


— 


tutors to direct them in relation to the books 
- which are, or which are not, fit for them to 
read! How much are thoſe parents and tu. 
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it moſt commonly into an affair of wicked ot 


ted in the proſecution of it, the horror which 


get huſbands at any rate, and by whatever 


or rather the ſtart of a moment; and holy 


out at a ſingle ſtroke every ſtain of guilt and 
diſnonour, which it was poſſible for the hero 
of the piece to contract. Is this a kind of 
reading calculated to improve the principles 
or preſerve the ſobriety of female minds? 


ried, that have no wiſe parents or faithful 


tors to be commended, who with particular 
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I conclude with ſaying, that the ſubject of 
this diſcourſe has unavoidably ſuggeſted ſome 
ideas, which had we not undertaken- to ad- 
dreſs young women at large, we ſhould have 
certainly ſuppreſſed for the ſake of more mo. 


deſt natures, whom we would not willingly 
pain, no not for a moment. But ſuch, we hope, 
will be candid enough to excuſe us, if by 
throwing out to others what to them would 


have been unneceſſary, we may be happily 
inſtrumental in reſcuing, were it but one of 


their ſex from the ſlavery of Vice, or defend- 
ing a kngle innocent from its ſnares. | 
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1 on Female Virtue, Friendſhip, 
and Converſation. 


5 


15 | I Tim. i. 8, 9. 
IT wilk 


that women adorn themſelves auth 
Sobriety, | 


| Cor. iv. 6. 
| Let your Speech be always with Grace, ſeaſml 
evith Salt. 


Sur, my ſiſters, that would keep her par- 
ments clean, muſt be careful to avoid what- 
ever might defile them. This is true in a 
moral no leſs than in a natural ſenſe. But a 
there are parts of your apparel, which, with. 
out having received any fouler ſtain, do yet 
require frequent waſhing ; in like manner, 
ſuppoſing you ever ſo cantious to ce eſcaps 
e the. pollutions of the world,“ there is ye 
an actual purification requiſite to preſerve te 
whiteneſs and luſtre of your minds and man- 


oined by dur apoſtle. In other words, there 


the negative part already explained. 
Be not alarmed at the name of DisCt» 
LINE. In what we are going to propoſe, 


e do not, you may believe, wiſh to ſee you 
ut off from the friendly intercourſe and in- 


Gents, as millions of yaur ſex moſt unnatu- 


Jemned to the idle, yet fatiguing taſk of a 


ntereſting in moſt, feeble for want of remp- 
ation, viſionary and dry at the fame time. 
The genuine intention of Piety was certainly 


appy ; to give ſolidity to every virtue, and 


oſible to reflect on the prodigious multi- 
udes of women ſhut up in thoſe dens of ſu- 
perſtition without feeling horror at a reli- 


Pers, or that CHrISTIAN SOBRIETY en- 


s a poſitive diſcipline to be praQtiſed, as well 


Dou will nd nothing forbidding or harſh. 


Pocent delights of ſociety, confined in con- 
ally are in Popith countries, and there con- 


fcyotion unreaſonable in many reſpects, un- 


o make its diſciples amiable, uſeful, and 


grace to every relation of human life. Is it 


gion, which, under the guiſe of ſuperior 
anctity, ſacrifices to hopeleſs Solitude, fre- 
quently in all the flower of youth and beau- 
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EY, ſuch ſwarms gf helpleſs beings ; who, 
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had they remained in the world, might have 
been the ornament of their own ſex, the de- 
light of ours, the mothers of a numerous 
race, and bleſſings to every country where 

they dwell? _ | 
Of the colours with abich thi cruel prac- 

tice is diſguiſed by the Church of Rome, we 
are not ignorant : and, we can even conceive, 
that the prepoſſeſſions of art, and the ſoften- 
ings of habit, their commerce with one ano- 
ther, their employ ments in their priſon, and 
often, I doubt not, the ardour of a well- 


meaning, though much miſtaken zeal; that 


all theſe have the power to reconcile many 
of them to a ſtate, otherwiſe gloomy beyond 
expreſſion. But what ſhall be ſaid for the 
ſituation of the reſt ? and what can juſtify the 
flagrant oppoſition of ſuch a ſyſtem to the ſa- 
_ ered laws of ſocial duty, and the truly bene- 
volent, joyful, and active ſpirit of the reli- 
gion of Jeſus, as taught and exemplified by 
himſelf and his apoſtles. | 

But to proceed in our plan. "From Jan- 
gerous connections, from a diſſipated life, 
and from books of a corrupting tendency, 
we attempted to put you upon your guard in 
our laſt diſcourſe. In the preſent we will en- 


PR” V. 


deavour to point out that ſociety or conver- 


ſation, and, in ſome following ones, thoſe 


talents or accompliſhments, which will con- 


tribute at once to fortify you againſt ſuch 


ſnares, if they ſhould' fall in your way; to 


ſubdue any propenſities that might expoſe you 
too raſhly to their influence; to ſtrengthen 


all your virtuous reſolves ; and to ſupply in- 
exhauſted ſources of ſolid, rational, and re- 
fined entertainment. 


As to the converſation which yon ought 


with theſe views to cultivate, it may be pro- 
per, 


Fir of all, to ay eee on choſe 


EARLY FRIENDSHIPS with one another, that 


uſually lead you to the moſt intimate com- 


munications. I take it for granted, there is 
no young woman who has not, or wiſhes not 


to have, a companion of her own ſex, to 


whom ſhe may unboſom herſelf on every oc- 
caſion. 


our common nature. 
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That there are women capable of 
friendſhip with women, I cannot, for my part, 
queſtion in the leaſt, I have ſeen indubitable 
inſtances of it, and thoſe carried as far as 

ſeemed compatible wth the imperfections of 
I know it is queſtioned 
by many men; while others believe, that it 
happens exceedingly ſeldom. Between mars 
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fied and unmarried women, I hope, it hap. 
Pens very often. Whether it does ſo between 
thoſe that are ſingle, I confeſs myſcif a little 
doubtful. 'The preacher will probably be 
charged with partiality to his own ſex, when 
he adds, that, fo far as he bas been able to 
_ Obſerve, young men have appeared more fre- 
quently ſuſceptible of a generous and ſteady 
_ Friendſhip for each other, than females as yet 
unconnedcted; eſpecially if the latter have had, 
or been ſuppoſed to have, pretenſions to beau- 
ty not yet adjuſted by the public voice. 

As he has profeſſed himſelf, what (when- 
ever truth will permit him) he really is an 
_ advocate for the ſex, and as this is the fea- 
ture in their character which ſeems to him the 
moſt unfavourzble, he is willing to find out 
whether in their frame and condition, com- 
pared with thoſe of the men, there are any 
circumſtances which may help towards an 
apology; and, he argues, in this manner 
The ſtate of matrimony is neceſſary to the 
ſupport, order, and comfort of ſociety. Bu! 
it ĩs a ſtate, that ſubjects the women to a grea: 
variety of ſolicitude and pain. Nothing could 
carry them through it with any tolerable fn. 
tisfaction or ſpirit, but very ſtrong and 2! 
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moſt unconquerable attachments. To pro- 


duce theſe, is it not fit they ſhould be pecu- 
liarly ſenſible to the attention and regards of 


the men ? Upon the ſame ground, does it not : 


ſeem agreeable to the purpoſes of Providence, 


that the ſecuring of this attention, and thoſe 
regards; ſhould be a principal aim? But, 


can ſuch an aim be purſued without frequent 


competition? And, will not that too readily 
occaſion jealouſy, envy, and all the unami- 
able effects of mutual rivalſhip? I mean 
without the reſtraints of ſuperior worth and 
3 But, can theſe be ordinarily ex- 


pected from the preyailing turn of female 
education, or from the little pains that wo- 
men, as well as other human beings, com- 
monly take to controul themſelves, and to act 
nebly? In this laſt reſpect, the ſexes appear 


pretty much on the ſame footing: in others, 
it is manifeſt, that the nature and ſituation of 
tie men are very different. Their conſtitu- 
tion of mind, no leſs than of body, is for the 
moit part hardy and rough. By means of 


doth, by the demands of life, and by the im- 


pulſe of paſfiion, they are engaged in a vaſt 

diverſity of purſuits, from which your ſex ars 

precluded by * * foftneſs, and by 
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fear. This diverſity of daily purſuits, joined 
with the multiplicity of female objects, that 
freer modes of living preſent to their imagi- 
nation, and the power they have of unlimited 
Choice whenever they are diſpoſed to make 
it (a power which Nature probably, and Cu- 
ſtom certainly, have denied to the others); 
all this put together muſt, in the caſe of our 
fex, be productive of very different effects. 
Do I mean by this reaſoning to juſtify in 
yours the indulgence of thoſe little, and, [ 
muſt needs ſay, in many inftances, baſe pal. 
Hons towards one another, with which the; 
| Have been ſo generally charged? God for- 
did ! 1 only mean to repreſent ſuch paſſion: 
In the firſt approach, and while not enter 
rained, as leſs criminal than the men are apt 
to ſtate them, and to prove, that in their at. 
tachments to each other, the latter have not 
always that merit above the poor women, 
Which they are apt to claim. In the mean 
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time, it will be your buſineſs, by emulating 

them where they appear good-natured and 
diſintereſted, to difprove their imputation, 
and to ſhew a temper —_ to friendſhip, a3 


| well as to love. 
Poso talk much of the latter, is aber for 


both; to talk much of the former, is con - 
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fdered as one way of doing themſelves ho- 
nour. Friendſhip, they well know, is that 
dignified form, which in ſpeculation at leaſt 
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every heart muſt reſpect. But in friendſhip, ; 
as in religion, which on may accounts it re- 6 (þ 
ſembles, ſpeculation is often ſubſtituted in the rf 
place of practice. People fancy themſelves 1 
poſſeſſed of the thing, and hope that others 3 
11 
will fancy ſo too, becauſe they are fond of I 
the name, and have learned to talk about it 145 


with plauſibility. Such talk indeed impoſes, 
ill experience gives it the lie. 
To ſay the truth, there ſeems in either ſex 
but little of what would be reckoned friend» 
hip by a fond imagination, unacquainted 
with the falſehood of the world, and warmed 
by affections which its ſelfiſhneſs has not yet 
chilled. In theory the ſtandard is raiſed too 
ugh; yet methinks, I would not have you 
{et it much lower. I would not, by any 
means, have the honeſt ſenſibilities of inge- 
nuous Nature checked by the over- cautious . 
documents of political Prudence. No advan- 
tage, obtained by ſuch frigidity, can com- 
penſate the want of thoſe warm effuſions of 
the heart into the boſom of a friend, which 
Te undoubtedly among the moſt exquiſite 
| M 2 | 
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pleaſures ; at the ſame time, it muſt be owned, 
they frequently, by the inevitable lot of hu. 
manity, make way for the bittereſt pains which 
the breaſt can experience. Happy, beyond 


the common condition of her ſex, is ſhe, who 


has found a Friend indeed; open-hearted, yet 
diſcreet; generally fervent, yet ſteady ; tho. 
roughly virtuous, but not ſevere; wiſe and 
cheerful at the ſame time ! Can ſuch a friend 
be loved too much, or cheriſhed too tenderly ? 
If to excellence, as well as happineſs, there 
be any other way more compendious than 
another, next to friendſhip with the great Al- 
mighty, it is this. 

But when a mixture of minds to beaurifal 
and ſo bleſſed takes place, it is generally, or 
rather always, the reſult of early prepoſſeſ- 
Non, caſual intercourſe, ſecret ſympathy, in- 

explicable attraction; or, in ſhort, a combi- 
nation of ſuch cauſes as are not to be brought 
together by management or deſign. This no- 
ble plant may be cultivated; but it muſt grow 
ſpontaneouſly. I can only, therefore, wiſh to 
each of you, my fair hearers, the felicity of 
finding ſuch a friend; and, a + found her, 
the wiſdom to uſe her well. 


For the more general commerce of focial. 
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That, like the ordinary duties of religion, 
nay be directed with tolerable advantage by 
human precepts. The harmonies of holy 
friendſhip, like the ſublimer contemplations 
of the Divinity, muſt depend more immedi- 
ately on that hand, which can alone attune 
the finer movements, and exalt the beſt con- 

ceptions of the ſoul. Let us go on then, 


In the Jecond place, to what we may term : 
the COMMON” TENOR OF YOUR COMPANY; 


which, forthe ſake of our ſubject, we muſt ſup- 


pole left in ſome meaſure to your own choice. ' 
That it ought to be ſuch as ſhall not corrupt 


your good manner, is a principle already eſta- 
bliſned. It will be likewiſe underſtood, that in 
the ſociety you chooſe to frequent, you will 


teek for that ſtyle of virtue which is moſt ad- 
apted to the turn of your own minds. - But this 
laſt propenſity ſhould not, I apprehend, be 


indulged too far. 1 will explain myſelf, 


The more intimate reciprocations of a cloſe. 
friendſhip are now, as you know, out of the 


queſtion. That, at your time of life, you 


thonld be fond of ſprightly converſation, where 


all is enlivened and joyfal, and where Wil. 


dom, when allowed to enter, wears her gayeſt 


M 3 
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life, a few advices may not be improper. 
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garb, is extremely natural To adviſe you 
againſt it were as weak, as it would be un- 
friendly. This ſprightlineſs, when ſupported 


dy ſenſe, and chaſtened by decency, has al- 
ways, I freely acknowledge, appeared to me 
particularly pleaſing. Dulneſs and infipidity 
are dead weights on every kind of ſocial in- 
tercourſe ; nor will I conceal it from you, that 
I wiſh, as much as any of you can do, to make 
my eſcape from them on all occaſions, But, 
tell me, my lively friends! 


when the heart 
overflows with gaiety, is there no danger of 
its burſting the proper bounds ? Is not extreme 
Vivacity a near borderer on Folly ? To pre- 
vent 1s breaking looſe and throwing itſelf into 
very ſerious inconveniences, into a very hurt- 


ful conduct, will ſurely require the check of 
Self- command. But, how 1s that to be at- 


tained ? By aſſociating only with the fanciful, 


the vivacious, or the witty ? Is hazard to be 


ſhunned by ruſhing into the field of battle? 
Or, to repreſent things at the beſt, is familia. 


rity with Wiſdom to be contracted moſt rea- 


dily, where Wiſdom appears moſt ſeldom ? 
Would you form habits of ſobriety, a ſpirit 
of ſedateneſs no way inconſiſtent with inno- 


cent mirth, you mult frequently reſort to bs 


Serm. V. 
company of the ſober and the ſedate. But, 
will not theſe be found chiefly among ſuch as 
are farther advanced in years than yourſelves ? 
Should you not be ambitious of profiting by 


their experience and knowledge? And, will 
not a reſpect for ſuperior age, when poſſeſſed 
of ſuperior diſcretion, often prove a ſeaſonabſe 
reltraint on the wildneſs of more youthful ſal- 


ies? 4 He that walketh with wiſe men ſhall be 
66 wiſe,”? ſaid the wiſeſt of mortals. Ts not the 
axim equally applicable to women? 

Will vou give me leave, on this occaſion, 
to mention what is ſo much to the honour of 
our ſex, that all the moſt ſenfible and worthy 
of yours have ever profeſſed a particular reliſh 
for the converſation of men of ſenſe and worth: 
duch men, I preſume, are attached to the ſo- 
ciety of ſuch women beyond every thing elſe 
in the world. And, when circumſtances fa- 
vour, this mutual te:dency cannot fail to be 

a rich ſource of mutual improvement, Was 
not ſach reciprocal aid a great part of Na- 


ture's intention in that mental and moral dif- 


ference of ſex, which ſhe has marked by cha- 


racters no leſs diſtinguiſhable than thoſe _ 


dec their outward forms? 


To adopt the ange of an amiable y wris 
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ter, who has ſtudied the human heart with 


ſucceſs: We believe that it is proper for 
* perſons of the ſame age, of the ſame ſex, 
of ſimilar diſpoſitions and purſuits, to aſſo- 


s ciate together. But here we ſeem to be de- 


* ceived by words, If we conſult nature and 


common ſenſe, we ſhall find, that the true 
«« propriety and harmony of ſocial life de- 


© pends upon the connection of people of diffe- 
e rent diſpoſitions and characters judiciouſly 


« blended together. Nature hath made no 
* indi idual, nor no claſs of people independ- 


_ «« ent of the reſt of their ſpecies, or ſufficient 


& for their own happineſs. Each ſex, each 
«« character, each period of life, have their 


<< ſeveral advantages and diſadvantages ; and 


«« that union is the happieſt and moſt proper, 


© where wants are mutually ſapplied. The 
fair ſex ſhould naturally expect to gain from 


« our converſation, knowledge, wiſdom, ſe- 


% dateneſs, and they ſhould give us in ex- 
„change, humanity, politeneſs, cheerfulneſs, 
« taſte, and ſentiment.” He adds, the le- 
« vity, the raſhneſs, and folly of early life, 

are tempered with the gravity, the caution, | 

« and the wiſdom of age; while the timidity, 
coldneſs of heart, and languor incident to 


* 
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« declining years, are ſupporied and aſſiſted 
by the courage, the warmth, and the viva- | 


* city of youth.“ | 
The converſation of people alder than your- 


ſelves will be often accompanied with lefs j Joy 


at the moment; but afteiwards it will make 
abundant compenſation. It will produce more 


recolleQion : and, be aſſured, my ſiſters, thoſe 


are the trueft pleaſures which are tafted by a 
mind compoſed and ſerious, In that ſituation, 
every thing! is felt more ſtrongly. A diſſipated 


ſpirit is too ſuperficial to be capable of deep 
or permanent delight : Beſides, as it has been 


already hinted, the experience and maturity 
of more years will enlarge your underſtand- 


ngs, at the ſame time that they will repreſs 


your vanity and preſumption ; while the ſpor- 
tiveneſs peculiar to youth will, on your part, 
enliven the ſeriouſneſs of age. 
whom you thus reſpectfully cultivate, have 
any good nature, they will certainly treat you 
with condeſcention and foi bearance. I ſaid 


good nature; for whatever excludes that, is 
jure to loſe all the influence, ; as well as Fes | 
of witdom. 

On this principle, I would particular re- 
commend to you the company of thoſe, whoſe 
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And if thoſe, 
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table ſtrain. 
nature, who would affright the young by the 
frown of auſterity. True religion ever was, 
and ever will be, of the friendly kind. It is 
not zeal, but bigotry, that refuſes to make al- 
lowance for juvenile ſpirits and gayer tempers. 


preſs upon them than this. 


WF — 


Serm. V. 
piety is of the moſt cheerful and moſt chari- 


They are ſtrangers to human 


Could the old be convinced by us, there 13 
nothing we ſhould be at greater pains to im- 
That cheerful- 
neſs is the moſt natural effect of real good- 
neſs, it is alſo its moſt powerful recommen- 
dation. Wiſdom is never ſo ene as 
when ſhe ſmiles.  _ 

But, do not, my dear hearers, conceive any 
unfavourable opinion of that venerable form, 


If, in the virtue of your mothers and aunts, you | 
| ſhould happen to find a defect of good hu- 
mour. Conſider the conſequence of declining 

health, diſagreeable accidents, the death of 
their beſt friends, frequent inactivity and de- 


preſſion after a life of action and enjoyment. 
If you can look forward ſo far as a few years 
at moſt, it will be right for you to think what 


: you may probably feel at their age. And, 
pray remember, that if you require and expect 


allowances to be made for ſtarts of all-hu- 


germ. V. Younc Woven. - 
mour in yourſelves, at a ſeaſon when all ſhould 


be naturally ſoft and gentle, it is but fair, at 
leaſt, that you ſhould excuſe the ſame in thoſe 


who, not to inſiſt now on their other claims, 


are objects of tender ſympathy, as being in- 
vaded by languor, infirmity, and affliction. 
cannot, however, omit to caution them 
againſt giving way too eaſily to the peeviſh- 
neſs, which is apt to grow upon them from 
theſe circumſtances; and to remind them, that 


in ſuch as have furvived the lively taſte of de- 


light themſelves, there is nothing ſo noble or 
pleaſing, as not to diſcourage others who Rill 


retain it» But, on the contrary, to ſhewa ge- 
nerous ſatisfaction in ſeeing and making young 


people happy. Ah, my reſpected friends! 
why would you forfeit the higheſt honour of 
an excellent temper ? Why would you ever 
render your company forbidding, or aſſiſt in 
the ravage which Nature is unavoidably ma- 
king on your young attractions? Why rob 
Religion of that engaging appearance, which 
is not only her native appearance, but ſo pecu- 
iarly neceſſary to promote her intereſt with 
unexperienced minds, in oppoſition to the 
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| the: name of pri ifling. Youare — Weg? 


dern 
hardly believe, how much harm is done by not. 
this means to the beſt of cauſes. grau 
h The world will judge of piety by its profeſ.. incor 
ſors. The proceeding is often unfair; becauſe cann 
they are often unlike that which they profeſs firſt 1 
But there is no poſbbility of preventing it. oul 
The young have heard religion repreſented leve, 
as an enemy to joy and affability. Nothing what 
can be more unjuſt. Inſtead, therefore, of I beine 
_ confirming thoſe prejudices, it becomes you of hu 
to confute them by the only argument that life; r 
will thoroughly convince, the cheerfulneſs of te m 
your diſcourſe, and the mildneſs of your de- done 
meanour. In this way you may hope to do tions. 
great good. When Wiſdom is thus juſti- ten hi 
« fied of her children ;? they who are yet away: 
ſtrangers to her will be induced to venerate n pos 
an authority that appears ſo condeſcending, fon te 
and to ſtudy precepts that are productive of grief, 
ſuch happineſs. But, to return to my young wy "ove 
| hearers, allow me, boured 
In the third place to offer you a PEE hints on hen t 
\ the: SPIRIT and MANNER in which I conceive of gro 
your CONVE R5aTION ſhould be conducted. beguili 
And now perhaps you imagine we want to pre- amuſe 
clude every degree of that which paſſes unde! ix 
the j 


Valun 


germ. V. Younc Wonkx. 145 
not expect that women ſhould always utter 
grave ſentences, nor men neither. It were 
inconfiſtent with the ſtate of mankind. It 


cannot be expected from philoſophers of the 


firſt rank; nor, if it could, do I know that it 
would be deſirable. I am even inclined to be- 
lere, that they who underſtand the art of 
what has been termed trifling agreeably, have 


gained a very conſiderable point. The frailty 


of human nature, and the infelicity of human 

life, require to be relieved and ſoothed. There 
are many occaſions on which this is not to be 
done by ſage admonitions, or ſolemn reflec- 


tions, Theſe, to well- diſpoſed minds, are of- 
ten highly folacing ; but to dwell on them 


aways were to ſtrain the machine beyond | 


is powers. Beſides that a ſeaſonable diver- 
ſion to anxiety, a temporary forgerfulneſs of 


grief, is frequently a far better method to re- 


move it, than any direct application or la- 


boured remedy. To change the metaphors 


when the road proves rugged, or is in danger 


of growing tedious, one ſucceſsful means of 
beguiling it, is for the travellers to cheer and 


anuſe one another by the play of fancy, and 


the facetiouſneſs of mirth : But then the end 


of the j Journey muſt not * Becauſe 
Volume J. N 
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never knew what the latter means. 
cannot weep with them that weep,” as well 
as rejoice. with them that rejoice,” is 2 


14 . SERMONS 10 Serm. v. 
we are week, there is no reaſon why we ſhould 
be filly! The brow of Care may ſurely be 


ſmoothed without converting it into the laugh 


of Folly. While we indulge the recreation ne. 
ceſſary for mortal, let us maintain the temper 
requiſite in immortal beings. To reconcile 
_ theſe two things, and to blend them happily 


ſeems the proper ſcience of creatures on their 


Progreſs through time to eternity. From you 
my gentle friends! we look for every thing 
that, next to the diviner influence of Religion, 


can ſoften the inequality, and animate the dul. 


neſs of the way. 


We wiſh to ſee you ſmile often; ha we 


would not have you ſmile always, if it were 
_ Poſſible. There are many ſcenes that demand 
a grave deportment ; there are not a few that 
call for a mournful one. She that cannot di- 


ſtinguiſh between laughter and happineſs, 
She that 


ſtranger to one of the ſweeteſt ſources of en- 


Joyment, no leſs than to one of the nobleſt 
leflons of Chriſtianity. 
pie ſt diſpoſitions which are the beſt, Bene- 


Thoſe are the hap: 


volence is the ſupreme perfection of the eve! 
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bleſſed Deity. 
every painful impreſſion. 
the ſtyle of accommodation, aſcribes to him 
all the guiltleſs emotions of humanity : and 


He is infinitely removed from 


we know that our Saviour was formerly on 
earth, and is now in heaven“ touched with 


155 


« the feeling of our infirmities|!” » 


With the character of a Chriſtian woman 


nothing, methinks, can better correſpond, 


than a propenſity to melt into affectionate ſor- 


row. It becomes like her religion and her 


ſex. Never, my fair auditory, no, never do 


your eyes ſhine with a more delightful efful- 


gence, than when ſuffuſed with all the trem- 


bling ſoftneſs of grief for virtue in diſtreſs, or 


of ſolicitude for friendſhip in danger. Be- 


lieve me, if the gaiety of converſation gave 


place ſomewhat oftner to the tender tale of 


Woe, you would not to ſuch, at leaft, of your 


male acquaintance as have hearts, appear at 


all the leſs lovely. The ſigh of compaſſion 


ſealing from a female breaſt, on the mention 


of calamity, would be rather more muſical in 
their ears, than the loud burſts of unmeaning 
laughter, with which they are often entertain- 
ed. Let me add here, that the charms of in- 
nocence and ſympathy appearing in your diſ- 
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courſe will, to every diſcerning man, ſpread 


around you a luſtre which all the j jewels in th 


Z works cannot beſtow. 5 


"Ate ts md 4 the ruby's blaze 
Diſpute the palm with Beauty's Queen: 
Not Beauty's Queen commands ſuch praiſe, 

| Devoid of virtue if ſhe's ſeen, | 
But the ſoft tear in Pity's eye | 
Outſhines the diamond's brighteſt beams: 
But the ſweet bluſh of Modeſty 
More beauteous than the ruby ſeems, 


If we ſpeak of improvement, merciful Re. 


deemer! how edifying to the ſoul is this ge- 


nerous ſenſibility ? © it is better to go to the 


Lc houſe of Mourning than the houſe of Feaſt- 
1e“ ing: for that is the end of all men, and the 


ce living will lay it to heart. Sorrow is bet- 


<« ter than Laughter : for by the ſadneſs of the 


cc countenance the heart is made better. The 


& heart of the wiſe is in the houſe of Mourn- 
6 ing; 


„ Mirth. As the crackling of thorns under a 


but the heart of fools is in the houſe of 


c pot, ſo is the laughter of a fool. This is 


© alſo vanity.” You know who ſaid ſo:— 
The man, who had ſpent many a day, and 
many a night in the bower of Voluptuouſneſs, 
far from the cries of Miſery, and the moans 
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of Complaint ; ; who gat him, „“ men- lingers : 
« ard women-fingers, and the delights of 
« the ſons of men;*” who had times without 
number, ſaid in his heart, Go to now, I will” 


« prove thee with mirth, therefore enjoy plea- 


« ſure;ꝰ who ſought by a prudent uſe of wine 


to exalt his own ſpirits, and: to promote the 


hilarity of thoſe about him: in a word, who 


keep not from his eyes whatſoever they de- 
fired, nor withheld his heart from any joy. 
This, I ſay, was the man whom experience, 
25 well as inſpiration, prompted to give the 


preference you have juſt now heard. There 


i- yes, there is attendant on virtuous ſadneſs, 
a ſenſation, which, in point of indulgence and 


elevation at once, 1s ſuperior to all that was 


ever felt by a light mind, in the fluſh of feſti- 
"ity, or amidſt the triumph of wit. 
Having mentioned wir, let me proceed to 


warn you againſt the affectation and the abuſe 
of it. Here our text from the Coloſſians comes 
in with propriety, © Let your $PEECH be al- 


* ways with GRACE, ſeaſoned with saLT.” 
Theſe remarkable words were addreſſed to 


Chriſtians in general. They are conſidered 
by the beſt commentators, as an exhortation 
bo that kind of — which, both for mat- 
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ter and manner, ſhall appear moſt graceful, 
and prove moſt acceptable; being tempered 


7 by courteouſneſs and modeſty, and ſeaſoned 
with wiſdom and diſcretion, that like ſalt will 


ſerve, at the ſame inſtant, to prevent its cor- 


ruption, and heighten i its flavour. How beau- 
tiful this precept in itſelf! How uſeful and 
pleaſing in the practice How peculiarly fi 
to be practiſed by you, my female friends ! on 
the turn of whoſe conyerſation and deport- 
ment ſo much depends to yourſelyes, and al 


about you! From what I have now to offer, 


It will be found likewiſe to come, with ad- 


vantage, in aid of our leading doctrine; fince 
there are not perhaps many worſe foes to that 
ſobriety of ſpirit, which we would ftill insul- 
cate, than the abuſe and affectation already 


mentioned. 
Ir 1s not my deſign to gather up pif 1 could, 


the profuſion of flowers that have been ſcat- | 


tered by innymerable hands on this tempting 


theme; and by which thoſe very hands have, 
in their own caſe, ſhewn how difficult it is to 
reſiſt the temptation. i would only obſerve, 


that the dangerous talent in queſtion, has been 


well c mpared tothe dancing of a meteor, that 


Hazes, aures, and miſleads. Moſt certainly 


Serm. V. YouxG Woutn. - 
it alone can never be a ſteady light; and too 


probably 1 it is often a fatal ane. Of thoſe who 


have reſigned themſelves to its guidance, how 


ſew has it not betrayed into great indiſcretions 


at leaſt—by inflaming their thirſt of applauſe; 


by rendering them little nice in their choice 
of company; by ſeducing them into ſtrokes 
of ſatire, too offenſive to the perſon againſt 
whom they levelled, not to be repelled upon 
the authors with full vengeance; and finally, 


by making them in conſequence of that heat 


which produces, and that vanity which foſters 
it, forgetful of thoſe cool and moderate rules 


that ought to regulate their conduct! 
A very few there may have been, endow- 


ed with judgment and temper ſufficient to re- 
ſtrain them from indulging the raſh dexte- 


* rity of wit,” and to direct it to purpoſes 
R's agreeable and beneficial. But one 
thing is certain, that witty men, for the moſt 
part, haye had few friends, though many ad- 
mirers! Their converſation has been courted, 


while their abilities have been feared, or their 
characters hated, or both. The laſt, indeed, 
have ſeldom merited affection, even when the 
Sometimes their 
hearts haye been ſo bad, as at laſt to bring their 


firſt have excited eſteem. 
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heads into diſgrace. At any rate, the faculty 
termed wit, is commonly looked upon with a 


ſuſpicious eye, as a two-edged ſword, from 
which not even the ſacredneſs of friendſhip can 


ſecure. It is eſpecially, I think, dreaded in 


women. In a Mrs. Rowe, I dare ſay, it was 
not. To great brilliancy of imagination, that 

female angel joined yet greater goodneſs of 
_ diſpoſition; and never wrote, nor, as J have 
been told, was ever ſuppoſed to have faid, 
in her whole life, an ill natured, or even an 
indelicate thing. Of ſuch a woman, with all 
her talents, none could be afraid. In her com- 


pany, it muſt have been impoſſible not to feel 


reſpect; but then it muſt be like that, which 


the pious man entertains for a miniſtring ſpirit 


from heaven, a reſpe&t—full of confidence and 


joy. If aught on earth can preſent the image 


of celeſtial excellence in its ſofteſt array, it i 


ſurely an ACCOMPLISHED WOMAN, in whom 


purity and meekneſs, intelligence and mode- 


ſty, mingle their charms. But, when I ſpeak 


on this ſubject, need I tell you, that the moſt 
' ſenſible men have been uſually averſe to the 


thought of marrying a witty female ? 
You will probably tell me, they were afraid 


of being out · ſnone; and ſome of them per- 
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haps . be ſo. But, I am apt to believe 
that many of them acted on different motives. 
Men wlio underſtand the ſcience of domeſtic 
happineſs, know that its very firſt principle is 
eaſe, Of that indeed we grow fonder, in 
whatever condition, as we adyance in life, and 


ſafe in the company of a critic; and almoſt 
every wit' is a critic by profeſſion. In ſuch 


felves. All muſt be the ſtraining of ſtudy, or 
the anxiety of apprehenſion. How painful! 
where the heart may not expand and open it- 


ferewel to convivial delight !—But to ſuffer 
1s reſtraint at home, what miſery !—From 
the brandiſhings of Wit, in the hand of III- 
nature, of imperious Paſſion, or of unbounded 
Vanity, who would not fly? But when that 
weapon is pointed at a huſband, is it to be 
wondered, if, from his own houſe, he takes 
ſhelter in the tavern? He ſought a ſoft friend; 


a ſelf-ſufficient prattler. How have I pitied 


{ach a man, when I have ſeen him in continual 
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as the heat of youth abates. But we cannot 
be eaſy, when we are not ſafe. We are never 


company we are not at liberty to unbend our- 


ſelf with freedom, farewel to real Frienſnip! 


le expected to be happy in a reaſonable com- 
parton He has found a perpetual ſatiriſt, or 
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fear on his own account and that of his friends, 
and for the poor lady herſelf, leſt, in the run 
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of her diſcourſe, ſhe ſhould be guilty of ſome - 
petulance, or ſome indiſcretion, that would 1 
expoſe her, and hurt them all ! But take the 1 
matter at the beſt, there is ſtill all the diffe- M 

| rence in the world between the entertainer of WM -.v; 
an evening, and a partner for life. Of th: may 
latter, a ſober mind, ſteady attachment, and tical, 

| gentle manners, joined to a good underſtand- oft 
ing, will ever be the chief recommendations; « ſp 
whereas the qualities that ſparkle will be often it Wi] 
ſufficient for the former. ming 
As to the affectation of wit, one can hardly enliy 
ſay, whether it is moſt ridiculous or hurtful. Wiſ f ſo 
The abuſe of it, which we have been juſt con · comp 
ſidering, we are ſometimes, perhaps too often, pare! 
inclined to forgive, for the ſake of that amuſe- ¶ as to 
ment which, in ſpite of all the improprietic girls 
mentioned, it yet affords. The other is uni- abſer 
verſally contemptible and odious. Who is and 
not ſhocked by the flippant impertinence of Wl tyee: 
a ſelf- conceited woman, that wants to dazz'* an ob 
by the ſuppoſed ſuperiority of her powers! ¶ deſc: 
= you, my fair ones, have knowledge and WM luda 
capacity, let it be ſeen, by your not affecting Wi ciogt 
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to ſhew them, that you have ſomething much 
more valuable—humanity and wiſdom. 


Naked in nothing ſhould a woman be, 

But veil her wit with modeſty, | 

Let man diſcover, let her not difplay 

But yield her charms of mind with ſweet delay. 


Muſt women then keep filence in the houſe, 
a;well as in the church? by no means. There 
may indeed be many caſes in which it will par- 
ticularly become a young lady to obſerve the 
zpoſtolic rule, Be ſwift to hear, and flow to 
« ſpeak :?? but there are many too, wherein 


it will be no leſs proper, that with an unaſſu- 
ming air ſhe could endeavour to ſupport and 
enliven the converſation. It 1s the opinion 


of ſome, that girls ſhould never ſpeak before 
company, when their parents are preſent ; and 


parents there are ſo deficient in underſtanding, 


a to make this a rule. How then ſhall thoſe - 
girls learn toacquit themſelves properly in their 


abſence? It is hard if you cannot diſtinguiſh, 
and teach your daughters to diſtinguiſh, be- 


ween good. breeding and pertneſs; between 
an obliging ſtudy to pleaſe, and an indecent 
deſire to put themſelves forward; between a 
laudable inquiſitiveneſs, and an improper eu- 
noſity. But this, 1 confeſs, i is not the « common 
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miſtake in the education of young women ; and 
they muſt permit me to ſay, that it were well 


If the generality of mothers were careful, by 
_ prudent inſtruction in private, to repreſs that 
_ talkative humour, which runs away with ſo 
' 7nany of them, and never quits them all their 


life after, for want of being curbed in their 
early years. But what words can exprels the 
impertinence of a female tongue let looſe into 
boundleſs loquacity ? Nothing can be more 


ſtunning, except where a number of fine ladies 
open at once Protect us, ye Powers of 
Gentleneſs and Decorum, protect us from the 


diſguſt of ſuch a ſcene! —Ah, my dear 


| hearers ! if you knew how terrible it appears 
to a male ear of the leaſt delicacy, I think you 
would take care never to practiſe it. 


For endleſs prattling, and lewd diſcourſe, 


no degree of capacity can atone. I join them | 


together, becauſe, in effect, they are ſeldom 
ſeparate. But the noiſy, empty, trivial chat- 
it is too much for 
human patience to ſuſtain. How different 
from that playful ſpirit in converfation ſpoken 


of before; which, blended with good ſenſe, 
and kept within reaſonable bounds, contri. 
butes, like the lighter and more carelz!s 


diſco 
from 
the d 
Hei 


feedom to the whole ! This freedoni and eaſe, 
when accompanied with decency and variety, 


reaneſs, are among the moſt pleaſing charac- 
teriſtics of female ſociety in its beſt ſhape. 
Your talking ſo much about dreſs, and fa- 


greater part of you are ever doing, in prefe - 
rence to better ſubjects, is, to ſay the ſofteſt 


ved for a future conſideration. The men, in- 
bed, are ready to triumph at the very men- 


tion of it. Whether they have reaſon to tri- 


umph on the whole, may be a difficult que- 
tion! "The agreeable qualitics named a mo- 
ment ago, they muſt fairly give up to the wo- 
men. How few of them in compariſon poſ- 
ſeſs, or at leaſt exerciſe, the power of keeping 


diſcourſe alive, without aſſiſtance from wine, 


from politics, from buſineſs, from the news of 


the day, and from another theme, for which 


Jaume I. e 
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touches i in a picture, to give an air of eaſe and 


a certain native prettineſs and unſtudied cor- 


lions, and faſhionable amuſements, as the far 


thing of it, a weakneſs which cannot be juſti- 
fed, but which perhaps muſt be, in ſome mea- 
ſure, forgiven to your ſex. As to the love of 
eandal and diſpute, which may be called the 
wid of ſteech, in contradiſtinction to the alt 
recommended by our apoſtle, it muſt be reſer- 
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their unreſtrained and inextinguithable paſſion, 


in male- company, argues a defcent of foul, a 
degradation of thought, whereof men of the 
leaſt underſtanding ought to be aſhamed ! 


I juſt mentioned UunsSTUDIED Connect. 


NEss, 2s appropriated to the converſation of 
_ cultivated women. I mean that eaſy ele. 
gance of ſpeech, which reſults from clear and 
lively ideas, expreſſed with the ſimplicity of 


Nature, ſomewhat aided by the knowledge of 
books. To this the beſt ſcholars amongſt the 
men muſt ſeldom or ever lay claim. Tr is ne- 


ceſſarily precluded by their profounder ſtudies, | 
and that ſcrupulous attention to the minutelt 


rules of grammar, which is induced by the 


turn of their education; and which, though 
by practice it may become in a great degre: 
habitual and mechanical, will yet always ap- 
pear deficient in the happy felicity, wherewith 
ſo many females clothe their ſentiments. That 
they, who are naturally fond of ornament in 
every thing elſe, ſnould ſhew a certain honeſt 


neglect of it, where it is leaſt requifite, where 
it is generally hurtful by embarraſſing and 


fettering that which ought to be free and un- 
affected, ſurely entitles them to ſome praiſe. 


How often have we ſeen very ingenious 
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men perplexed, when they have wiſhed to ex- 


plain themſelves, on ſome topic by no means 


abſtruſe, and which they perfectly underſtood ! 


With how little grace have we heard them tell 


a ſtory! In theſe, and ſuch like points, wo- 


men of any capacity excel. To what can the 


difference be owing ? I fancy to this, that the 
former, in their words and ideas, attend too 
ſedulouſly to preciſion and embelliſhment ; 


while the latter are content to ſpeak juſt what 
they mean, and to relate imply what they have 


read or heard, as it riſes to their minds, with - 
out the labour of 2 which often ham- 
pers the faculties in their operation, and di- 


ſturbs the train of nature. 


On this principle, I preſume, is founded that 


maxim, which makes the perfection of art to lie 
in concealing it; an attainment extremely un- 
common, and which, where it has taken place, 
has been always conſidered as the moſt difficult, 
and the moſt beautiful of any that can diſtin- 
guiſn the productions of tafte. From hence 


it is, that the celebrated works of ancient ge- 


nius have been judged to derive a large ſhare 
of the ſuperiority uſually aſcribed to them. 
From the ſame ſource chiefly, to compare 
al things with great, has 8 ariſen 
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that peculiar happineſs in letter- writing, which 


the men, I think, are willing to allow to your 


ſex. Here, indeed, they comfort themſelye; 
with their ſuperior ſtrength, and depth, and 
learned elegance, in that, and other matter; 


where intelle& is concerned. Pretenſions tg 


theſe, with a few exceptions, I believe, to ſay 


the truth, you had better reſign. 


For my part, I could heartily wiſh to ſee 


the female world more accompliſhed than it 


is; but I do not wiſh to ſee it abound with 


metaphyſicians, hiſtorians, ſpeculative philo. 


ſophers, or learned ladies of any kind. I ſhould 


be afraid, leaſt the ſex ſhould loſe in ſoftneſs, 
what they gained in force, and leaſt the 
Purſuit of ſuch elevation ſhould interfere a 


little with the plain duties and humble vir- 


tues of life. Amiable inſtances of the con- 
trary I know there are. I think, at this mo- 
ment, of one lady, in particular, who, to an 
extenſi ve knowledge in philoſophy, and lan- 
guages ancient and modern, with ſome pot- 


tion of poetical genius, and a conſiderable de- 


; gree of literary fame, has tbe ſenſe and worth | 
to join every domeſtic quality that can adorn 
a woman in her ſituation. 


To inculcate ſuch qualities, ph with 


- thoſe elegant and intellectual improvements, 


a 
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which young ladies would do well to acquire, 
with a view to ſobriety, uſefuineſs, ſelf en- 
joyment, and the powers of pleaſing, will de 
the buſineſs of ſome ſubſequent addreſſes. 
What place religion ought to have in female 
diſcourſe, muſt be likewiſe a ſubject of inquiry 
under another head. In the mearr while, let 
me intreat you to recollect, that on cultivating | 


a proper ſpirit of converſation, will depend a 
great part of your proficiency and ours; of 


your preſent acceptance amongſt the wiſe and 
deſerving ; of your future conſequence and 


merit in ſociety; of your entertainment, ſatiſ- 


faction, and, I may add, ſafety, through the 
ſucceſſive ſtages of life. Much of that life is 


\pent in ſcenes of ſocial intercourſe. Impor- 
tant occaſions arife but ſeldom. A large pro- 
portion muſt be conſigned to trifles. Little 
things belong to little mortals. The virtue 
and happineſs of the ſex are principally affect- 
ed by the daily indifcriminate tenor of their 
commerce, What felicity, and what glory 
may not you, my friends! derive from thoſe 
leuts by which that is regulated and ſweet- 
ened, n and . 
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SERMON VI. 


On Female Virtue, with Doineſtic 
and Elegant Accompliſhments, 


1 Tim. ii. 8, 9. 
4 wwill——that abomen adorn themſelves With 
h) . . 


' Prov. xxxi. 10, 31. | 

Who can find a virtuous woman ? For her pri 

is far above rubies—— Give her of the fruit 

of her hands, and let her . praiſe ood in 
the gates. 


To Hoe fancy, to gratify deſire, and, in 
general, to be a ſort of better ſervants, are all 
the purpoſes for which ſome ſuppoſe your ſex 
deſigned. A mod? 1lliberal ſuppoſition. The 
leait degree of refinement or candour will 
diſp oc us to regard them in a far higher point 
of light. They were manifeſtly intended to 


germ. VI. YounxG WouEx. 163 
be the mothers and formers of a rational and 
immortal offspring; to be a kind of ſofter com- 
panions, who, by nameleſs delightful ſympa- 
thies and endearments, might improve our 
pleaſures, and ſooth our pains; to lighten the 
load of domeſtic cares, and by that means leave 
us more at leiſure for rougher labours or ſe- 
verer ſtudies; and finally, to ſpread a certain 
grace and embelliſhment over human life. To 
wiſh to degrade them from ſo honourable a 
ſation, indicates a mixture of ignorance, groſſ- 
neſs, and barbarity. But, indeed, the men 
who think in this manner, do themſelves irre- 
parable wrong, by putting it out of their power, 
ever to enjoy the tendereſt and moſt delicious 
feelings of the heart, He that has a true taſte 
of happineſs will chooſe} for his own ſake, to 
cherith the kindeſt opinion of the female * 
ſtination. | 
Yet, what ſhall we ſay ? Are there not many | 
women who ſeem to have entirely forgotten it 
themſelves—to have relinquiſhed at leaſt the 
moſt valuable part of their claim—and to have 
conſpiredwith thoſe male tyrants in ſinking their 
own importance? How often do we ſee them 
disfigured by affectation and caprice! How 
often diſgraced and ruined by imprudence! 
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164 SeRMONS TO Serm. VI. 
What ſhameful inattention to the culture of 
their minds, in numberleſs inſtances ! What 
perverſion, in not a few, of excellent under- 
ſtandings, through a levity that paſſes for in- 
nocent, becauſe not polluted by vice; nay, 
for agreeable, becauſe accompanied with 
youth! Who, that is a well-wiſher to the ſex, 
can forbear to be mortified on finding ſuch 
multitudes ſo ungainly in their manners, ſo 
unentertaining in their diſcourſe, fo deſtitute 
of every ſolid and uſeful improvement ; in a 
word, ſo totally devoid of all that can confer 
ſignificance, or beget eſteem, not to ſpeak of 
downright worthleſſneſs, proceeding from bad 
principles or wicked company | 5 
With reſpect to theſe, indeed, as well as the 
reſt, I am willing to believe, that they are 
frequently occaſioned by vacancy of thought, 
and want of occupation, which expoſe the mind 
to every ſnare; and that in many caſes, all this 
evil might, through God's bleſſing, be happily 
prevented by an early and diligent applica- 
tion, to female accompliſhments. Such, there- 
fore, I will proceed to recommend, as a far- 
ther means of maintaining the ſobriety en- 
joined by our apoſtle. Not that I propoſe to 
confine myielf to this ſingle view. Every 
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otlier laudable and beneficial purpoſe, which 
thoſe accompliſhments are calculated to ſerve, 
will concur to enforce them. They mayobe 
divided into three claſſes, DOMESTIC, EIE- 
GAN T, and MENTAL, _ | „ 
As to the firſt, I muſt remind you that, how 
much ſoever they may be now neglected by 
many women as below their notice, no height 
of rank or affluence can juſtify ſuch neglect. 
The care of an houſehold, all ages and na- 
tions have agreed to conſider as an indiſpen- 
ſible part of female employment, in every 
ſituation that admits of it. The paſſage from 
which I have taken one of my texts deſerves, 
on this occaſion, your particular attention. As 
it exhibits, perhaps, the moſt beautiful picture 
that was ever drawn of the Virtuous Woman 
in a ſphere of activity, which you all hope to 
fill, and for which you ought to qualify your- 
ſelves as much as poſſible in your preſent 
condition; I will read the whole, together 
with a ſhort paraphraſe, which I have bor- 
rowed chiefly from the pious and learned Bi- 
ſhop Patrick, but without TY to his 
_ diction, 
Ver. 10. Who can find a virtuous woman? 
« for her price is far above rubięs. Such a 
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ly ſolicitous) ſuch a perſon as I would recom- 


mend for a wife is hard to be found ; one en- 
dowed with true worth and piety, who deems 
nothing beneath her that can any way become 


her ſtation : one, in ſhort, poſſeſſed of thoſe va- 
rious and excellent qualities that fit her for a- 


dorning it, and render her infinitely more va- 


luable than all the pearls or preeious ſtones, 
with which ſo many women are fond of being 


decked. 


Ver. 11. © The 1 of: her huſband doth 
ce ſafely truſt in her; ſo that he ſhall have no 


© need of ſpoil.”—In her perſonal honour 


and fidelity, and alſo in her economy and pru- 
dence, with regard to all affairs at home, her 


huſband repoſes ſuch perfect confidence, that 


he can go abroad, and attend to public buſi- 
neſs, without the ſmalleſt anxiety about his 
domeſtic concerns, or the leaſt temptation to 
enrich himſelf at the expence of other men. 
Ver. 12. © She will do him good, and not 


evil, all the days of her life. She will not 


only return his love with equal affection, but 


endeavour to enſure and heighen his efteem 
by eyery engaging and reſpeRtable virtue. 


Serm. VI, 


perſon, ſays the mother of Lemuel, (a young 
prince for whoſe welfare ſhe was moſt tender- 
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Serm. VI. 
She will not only avoid whatever might pro- 


yoke or diſpieaſe, but ſtudy to deſerve well of 


him by promoting his intereſt, and raifing his 


reputation; and that not merely by ftarts, or 
tranſient fits of good humour, but uniformly | 


and conſtantly every day of her life. 


Ver. 13. © She ſeeketh wool and flax, and 
e worketh willingly with her hands.” To 
her idleneſs is ſo hateful, that her huſband has 
no occaſion to excite her to induſtry, Of her 
own accord ſhe ſets up a linen and woollen ma- 


nufacture, to which ſhe applies her hands ſo 


readily, as well as ſodexterouſly, that? it 15 s ap- 


parent ſhe delights in work. 


Ver. 14. * She is like the mart * 


« ſhe bringeth her food from afar.“ Her ap- 


plication and ingenuity enable her to main- 
tain her family without expence, by exchan- 
ging the product for foreign commodities, 
when neceſſary, on terms no leſs advantage- 


ons, than if her huſband fitted out a fleet of 


merchant ſhips to fetch them directly from di- 


ſtant countries. 

Ver, 1g. She riſeth alſo while it is yet 
te night, and giveth meat to her houſehold, 
e and a | 
ſuch ſpirit and vigour does ſhe proceed, that, 


Younc WouE N. | 167 


portion to her maidens.”— With 
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168 | Chis ro hw. VI. 
inſtead of adi ging herſelf in over much ſleep, 
| ſhe riſes before break of day, to make provi- 
ſion for thoſe who are to go abroad to work in 
the fields, and to ſet her maidens their ſeveral 

taſks at home. 


Ver. 16. She confidereth a field, and 
« buyeth it: with the fruit of her hands ſhe 
«« planteth a vineyard.” —So far is ſhe from 


| waſting her huſband's eſtate, that by her fru- 


gality and capacity ſhe is continually impro- 


ving it; firſt purchaſing a field fit for corn, 
when ſhe meets with one that on due inſpec - 
tion, ſhe finds worth the price, and then, from 
the fruit of her own labour adding to it a 


vineyard, which ſhe takes care to have wel 


8 planted. 


W. 27... She gindech hos 1 with 
ee ſtrength, and ſtrengtheneth her arms.” As 


| ſhe is quick in her orders to thoſe about her, 


ſo ſhe beſtirs herſelf with the utmoſt activity, 


declining no pains or exertion proportioned to 
her ſtrength, which is increaſed by conſtant 


exerciſe, and which, with the cheerfulneſs, 
expedition, and utility that attend it, ſhe pre- 


fers to all the decorations and Wer of in- 


dolent nnr. 0 
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Ver. 18. © She perceiveth that her mer- 


0 chandiſe is good; her candle goeth not out 
« by night. Her labour, indeed, ſhe finds 


1 5 LT and her traffic ſo proſitable, 
that ſhe does not always conclude her work 


with the day, but often continues it through 


as much of the night as can be ſpared from 


neceſſary repoſe. 1 | 0. 
Ver. 19. She layeth Io hands to the 
ſpindle, and her hands hold the diſtaff.“ 


Such manual operations as are ſuited to her 
fex, the reckons not any diſparagement to her 


quality. Her fingers thew a dexterity that is 


alike pleaſing in the performance, and bene · | 


ficial in the effects. 
Ver. 20. She ſtretcheth out her hand to 
« the poor: yea, ſhe reacheth forth her 


ce hands to the needy.” — Thoſe hands, which 


ſhe employs with ſo much diligence for the 


advantage of her family, ſhe fails not to 
ſtretch out with equal alacrity for the relief 
of the indigent. She is not ſo engroſſed by. 


the cares of her own houſehold, as to forget 
the claims of thoſe who have no habitation. 


In her frugality ſhe never degenerates into 


parſimony, but always miniſters to munifi- 


Volume I. 3 


Younc WonkEx. a 169 


— * 5 . 
= = N . — 5 
ö — we IR i A 
0 — 8 - N - = , 4 I 
. * — — — vt} > 2a" - Dee 
* — = N bt - — | * 
| 5 — . ; 5 . _—_— 


— 


Wr 2 — va) 
2 —— 


W * 
. 


rr 
8 8 
"os = 
— — 
A 


een 


OI 


31 — - — 
— — ORR; pm 

£ r — 65S N 

T. l * - — — * 


20.7 * 2 1 = 
EE art an > 


I 


— 


2 « - " 
T DB 0 OI 9 CT 
n = 2 


e 
r 
>* r 


. ee | 


- EP a — 
— e 2 


* — — vi," 4A 
EJF 8 wow 


=. a A * 
»» Tenmas : 
— = 3 by 
-4 *. a — a 2 
Nr 


* 
* Er 


3 Tn 


PE ˙—— LINE 


— boy — — — = * 
— - * - 2 4 — * 
3 — — 2 1 4 
: * — 
—— «c — x de eee ¶ — — — — may; - — 2 
—— nd — — Sata * 
* 


mien * 7 * 


* — * 9 
r 4 4 a2 64 
x * 
CY 


170 | Sermons To Serm. VI. 


cence. The poor, whether nearer or more 
remote, ſhare liberally i in her bounty. 
Ver. 21. * She is not afraid of the ſnow 


ee for her houſehold ; for all her houſehold 


s are clothed with ſcarlet.” Her bounty in 


the mean while is accompanied with ſuch diſ- 
eretion, that her own family and ſervants are 
in no danger of ſuffering by it. They are 
provided againſt the hardeſt winter; they 
have changes of raiment for the ſeveral ſea- 
ſons; and when they are to wait upon her, 


or to appear on any particular occaſion that 


requires it, ſhe 1s careful to have them clothed 
with a degree of fplendor. | 


Ver. 22. She maketh herſelf coverings 


« of tapeſtry: her clothing is ſilk and pur- 


ce ple.” — The furniture of her houſe is noble. 


Her own apparel correſponds with it. She is 
not ignorant of what belongs to her rank; 


and ſhe ſupports it with a magnificence ſo 


much the more conſpicuous for being —_ 
pally her own handiwork. 


Ver. 23. © Her hufband is known in the 


e gates, when he fitteth among the elders of 
20 the land — Her attention to the appear- 


ance of her huſband is not els than to her 


own. When he comes into the courts of j ju- 
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dicature, and takes his place among the ſe- 
nators of the country, he is diſtinguiſhed by 
che richneſs and elegance of the robes which 
ſhe has prepared for him. The beholders 


pronounce him a happy man, in having ſuch 


a wife, as does him honour in public as well 


as private; and who, by eaſing him of all 


leſſer cares, leaves him at full liberty to de- 
vote himſelf to the moſt important tranſac- | 


tions. 


Ver. 24. * She maketh fine linen, ws 


« ſelleth it, and delivereth girdles unto the 


« merchant.” Her induſtry to provide for 


her family is ſach, that ſhe follows more arts 
than one or two; making, for example, be- 


ſides other articles already named, fine linen, 


embroidered belts, and girdles of different 
kinds curjouſly wrought, which ſhe ſells at 


a conſiderable price to the Phoenician mer- 


chant. 


Ver. 25. Strength and bins are her 


clothing; and ſhe ſhall rejoice in time to 


« come.” — Although in every thing ne 
makes, whether for ſale or for uſe, ſhe diſ- © 
plays a juct taſte of what is moſt beautiful 


and ſplendid, {till it muſt be remembered, 


that her chief ornaments are a firm and con- 
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| fant mind, a modeſt and becoming deport- 


ment, a manner of dealing, with all that is 
honourable, uniform, and generous ; which 


joined to her other qualities before - men- 


tioned, free her from all fear about future 
events, and prepare her to meet affliction, 
decay, and even death itſelf, with ey 


and hope. 
Ver. 26. „ She openeth her mouth with 
* wiſdom, and in her mouth is the law of 


< Kindneſs. Add to the reſt, this particu- 


lar praiſe, that, as ſhe preſerves the due mean 


between taciturnity and loquaciouſneſs, ſo 
ſhe loves not to talk on fooliſh and frivolous 


ſubjects, but on ſuch as are ſerious and uſe- 
ful; on which, when ſhe can introduce them 
with propriety, ſhe is ſure to deliver herſelf 
Fe and gracefully, Her language, 


on all occaſions, is ſoft and pleaſing, expreſ- 
ſive of a gentle mind and a tender heart. 
From the ſame fund, ſhe is led to embrace 
every opportunity of inculcating on all a- 
round her, Kine affections and mutual con- 
cord 

. She looketh well to 8 ways 


of her houſehold, and eateth not the bread 
of idleneſs. ——In her own houſe, moſt 
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eſpecially, ſhe is ſtudious of conveying edifi-. 


cation. She obſerves the motions, and inſpects 
the manners of every one there, whom ſhe 


neither ſuffers to go abroad at their pleaſure, 
nor to labour at home without proper inſtrec- 

tion: a concern, which alone might be 
her; inſomuch, 


thought ſufficient to ex 
that if ſhe did nothing elſe, ſhe would yet 
deſerve the bread the eats. 


Ver. 28. « Her children vol up, and 


« call her bleſſed ; Her huſband alſo, and he 


«« praiſeth her. Happy the children of ſuck 
a mother, whoſe maternal care for their pro- 


viſion, but much more for their education, 


cannot fail of exciting their love and grati- 
tude very eatly, and of diſpoſing them, when 
grown up, to honour her perſon, and vene- 

rate her virtues? Happy beyond expreſſion 


the huſband of ſuch a wife! He can never 
commend her ſufficiently. While he at- 


tempts the favourite ſubject, he is ſo ſtruck 
wita her ſurpaſſing worth, that he cannot re- 


ſtrain himſelf from crying out, 


Ver. 29. Many daughters. have 3 
4. virtuouſly ; but thou excelleſt them all. 


The number of thoſe women who have act- 
d * who have mightily advanced 
5 P po” 
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e bands, and let her own works Praiſe her 


their families, and nobly ſerved the genera- 


tions in which they lived, is not ſmall. They 
are well entitled to applauſe, and I gave it 


them with pleaſure; but there was never any 
comparable to thee. Thy merits, thou beſt 
of woman, and moſt beloved, thy merits far, 


far tranſcend them all! 12 
Ver. 30. „ Favour is deceitful, and beau- 


« ty is vain: but a woman that feareth the 
« Lord, ſhe ſhall be praiſed.” A good com- 


plexion and fine ſhape are, no doubt, enga- 
ging. A graceful mien and lovely features 
are yet more ſo, But as the greateſt beauty 
| ſoon fades, and at laſt vaniſhes, ſo alas! 
many ill qualities may lie concealed under 


all theſe fair appearances; ſuch, indeed, as 


utterly to diſappoint every hope of happineſs 
_ raiſed from thence, A truly pious woman, 


one who is governed throughout by a ſenſe 
of duty, and who to all her other excellent 


| qualities, adds that reverence for God, which 


gives them at once elevation and ſtability— 


ſhe, and ſhe alone, is the completely amiable 


object, who will always impart delight, and 
always deſerve approbation. 
Ver. 31. Give her of the fruit of her 
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in the gates.” Let all conſpire to extol her 
character; for I cannot do it enough. Let 
her never want her juſt tribute of commen- 
dation. While ſome are magnified for their 
high birth, ſome praiſed for their great for- 


tune, others admired for their ſingular beau- 


ty, and others cried up for attainments of no 


intrinſic, or of no conſiderable value; let her 
perſonal conduct, and her ſuperior qualities, 
be celebrated with peculiar honours in the lar- 


geſt aſſemblies; where, indeed, if all men 


ſhould be ſilent, that conduct and thoſe yr: | 


| lities would reſound her praiſe. | 
What a deſcription is here! Can you at- 


| tend to it without emotion? Or have modern 
manners ſo warped your minds, that the fim- 


plicity of ancient virtue, inſtead of appear- 


ing to you an object of veneration, looks ro- 
mantic and ridiculous ? Tell me then, in good 
earneſt, were the woman of thoſe days the 


leſs eſtimable, or the leſs attractive, that they 
did not waſte their lives in a round of diſſipa- 


tion and impertinence, but employed them 


in works of ingenuity and uſefulneſs, of piety 
and mercy; that even woman of the firſt 
rank amongſt them, as we are informed by 
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the oldeſt and beſt authors, held it no dimi- 
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nution to apply their hands to different kinds 
of manufacture; that they took great delight 
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in ſuch occupations ; and, finally, that good 


houſewifery, in all its extent, was reckoned 
an eſſendial qualification of every matron ? 


1 am ſufficiently ſenſible of the influence 


that the cuſtoms of different ages and nations 
have on the modes of thinking that ſucceſ- 
| ſively obtain: nor, do I expect, that in this 
land called Chri/ian, which ought to be un- 
equalled on account of its attainments, as 


much as it is on that of its advantages, our 


mothers or our daughters, in general, will be 
_ perſuaded by any thing which preachers can 


ſay, to emulate the humble grandeur of many 
a noble lady, of mann fair princeſs, in for- 


mer generations. Vet, I am not without 
hope, that ſome of them may be induced to 


copy, though at a diſtance, thoſe modeſt but 


_ exalted originals, 


I mentioned our daughters, as ye? as mo- 


| thers; becauſe 1 would not have them think 
that they have nothing to learn from the pic- 
ture we have juſt ſurveyed. Would the vir- 
tuous woman, ſo ſweetly. portrayed by Le- 
muel's mother, and ſo particularly marked 
by che characters of married and maternal ex- 
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cellence, have been what ſhe was, if in her 


ſingle ſtate, ſhe had not ſtudied the neceſſary 
principles ? 


After looking at ſo ſublime a | fandard, I 
am well aware, that any thing I can now of- 


fer on this part of my ſubject, wall appear to 
fink. I am ſorry for it. But, ſince it muſt 
be fo, let the mortifying ſentiment be felt by 


all, as a juſt ſatire on the declenſion of this 
age. To fay the truth, the zeal of the 

preacher 1s too much depreſſed by that conſi- 
deration, to bear him out in urging our young 
women to a cloſe imitation of what however 


he muſt always admire. In ſhort, when we 
ſpeak of good houſewifery now-a-days, we 
muſt ſubmit to ſpeak in a lower key. Would 


to Heaven, that of this ſcience many mo- 
thers would teach their daughters but the 


common rudiments ; that they were unfa- 


ſhionable enough to 0 them to be fit for 


any thing beyond mere ſhew. 


What do not great families ſuffer daily 


from the i incapacity, or inattention of thoſe 


miſtreſſes that leave to all houſe-keepers and 


other ſervants! How many large eſtates might 
be faved from ruin by a wiſer conduct! I 


nun i it once more, that no woman in the 
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world ought to think it beneath her to be an 
economiſt. An economiſt is a character truly 
reſpectable, in whatever flation. To ſee that 
time which ſhould be laid out in examining 
the accounts, regulating the operations, and 
watching over the intereſts of perhaps a nume. 
rous family to ſee it loft, worſe than loſt, in 
viſiting and gaming, in chambering and 
«© wantonneſs.“ is ſhocking. It is ſo, let the 
incomes be as certain, as conſiderable, or as 
immenſe as you will; though, by the way, 
they are hardly ever ſo immenſe in reality as 
they often gppear. But where, on the con- 
trary, they are both moderate and precarious, 
a conduct of this kind we have no 9 to 
ſigmatize as it deſerves. 
Merchants and tradeſmen that marry LE 
women are ſurely objects of ſingular compal- 
ſion, if, indeed, they were deceived into an 
opinion, that the women they have choſen 
for their partners, where taught this neceſſary 
Piece of knowledge. But very ſeldom, as 
matters are managed at preſent, have they 
| ſuch deception to plead for their choice. 1s 
it poſſible they can be ignorant in what manner 
young ladies are bred at moſt of our boarding- 
ſchools? And, do they not ſee in what man- 


Some of them, I acknowledged before, when 
placed in houſes of their own, appear to much 
more advantage than could be reaſonably ex- 
pected. But, I. repeat the queſtion I then 
aſked, is ſo great a chance, in an affair of 
ſuch conſequence, to be relied on ? 
It muſt be owned alſo, that in this age the 
order or figure of a table is pretty well under- 
ſtood, as far as relates to ſplendor and pa- 
rade. But, would it not be worth your while 
to improve upon the art, by learning to con- 


nect frugality with elegance; to produce a 


genteel, or however, a good appearance 
from things of leſs expence ? I know it is 
difficult, eſpecially in great cities: But, I 
am fure, it is laudable and deſerves to be at- 


tempted. This you may depend upon, that 
moſt men are hi ghlypleafed toobſerve ſuch eco- 
nomieal talents in a young woman; and thoſe 
talents in one that is married will "BIS ever 


fail to animate the application, excite the ge · 


neroſity, and heighten the confidence of a 


huſband. The contrary diſcourages and 


difguſts beyond expreſſion; I mean, where 
the huſband has any ſobriety or any pru- 
dence. The ſolies from pro- 
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ner they generally behave in coming home ? 
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fuſion, and the miſeries daily produced by it 


I do not pretend to enumerate. A moment's 
conſideration will convince you, that it is al- 
ways unwiſe, and muſt be generally deſtruc- 


Next to direct profuſion 3 is that indilpoſi 


tion to family- affairs, which too commonly 
follows on habits of diſſipation contracted ear- 
ly. A young woman who has turned her 
thoughts to ' thoſe matters in her father's 


houſe, or in any other where Providence may 


| have diſpoſed her lot, and who has been ac- 
cuſtomed to acquit herſelf well in any leſſer 
department entruſted to her care, will af- 


terwards, when her province is enlarged, 
flide into the duties of it with readineſs and 
pleaſure. The particulars have already paſſed 
through her mind. The different ſcenes, as 
they riſe, will not diſconcert her. Being ac- 


quainted with the leading rules, and having 
had ſome opportunities of applying them, or 
of ſeeing them applied, her own good ſenſe 
weill dictate the reſt, and render eaſy and 
agreeable to her that which, to a modiſh 
lady, is all ſtrange, perplexing, and irkſome. 


How ſtrong the contraſt! Who does not per- 


ceive where "the preference i is due? 


S 
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Hear what a maſterly writer, who ſeems ta 


have been well acquainted with the world, 


and particularly with the commercial part of 


it, has advanced on this head in his advice to 


a ſon, where he is directing him as to the 


choice of a wife: This bear always in mind, 


ce that, if ſhe 1 is not frugal, if ſhe 15 not what 
cc A called a good manager, if ſhe does not 
* pique herſelf on her knowledge of family- 


cc « and laying out her money to the 


« beſt advantage; let her be ever ſo ſweetly 


« tempered, gracefully made, or elegantly 


cc accompliſhed, ſhe is no wiſe for a tradeſ- | 


« man: and,“ he even adds, © all thoſe other- 


« wiſe amiable talents will but open juſt ſa 


« many ways to ruin.” After relating a little 


tory, full of inſtruction, he thus goes on: 


« In ſhort, remember your mother, who was 
« ſo exquiſitely, verſed in this art, that her 


« dreſs, her table, and every other particular, 
on appeared rather ſplendid than otherwiſe 3 
cc and yet good houſewifery was the founda- | 


« tion of all; and her bills, to my certain 


knowledge, were a fourth leſs than moſt of 


her neighbours, who had hardly cleanlineſs 


to boaſt, in return for their awkward pro- 5 


* digality.“ „„ 
Foume J. | P/N | Q 
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„„ SrAMons TO Serm. VI. 
But, perhaps, you will tell me, that you. 
may never have occaſion to exert ſuch quali- 
ties in any ſphere of conſequence. The an- 
ſwer is obvious. As the future is uncertain, 
you ought to acquire them in caſe of need; 
beſides that, in fact, there is no ſituation, 
where the general principles of frugality are 
not neceſſary, on the ſcore both of diſcretion 
and charity. In the mean while, the acqui- 
 fition will be honourable, and the ſtudy ufe- 


ful. It not only becomes your ſex, but will 


employ your minds innocently, and virtuouſſy, 
at hours which you might be tempted to ſpend 
in a very different manner. The ſubject is not 
intricate; yet it admits of a conſiderable de- 
tail, and will take up ſome time. The learn- 
ing to write a fair hand, and to caſt accounts 
with facility; the looking into the diſpoſitions 
and practices of ſervants; the informing your- 
felves about the prices of every thing needful 
for a family, together with the beſt methods, 
and propereſt ſeaſons for providing it; the ob- 
ſerving whatever relates to cleanlineſs and 
neatneſs i in the furniture and apartments of a 
houſe ; the underſtanding how to deal with 
domeſtics, tradeſmen, and others; above all, 
the obtaining every poſſible light with rela- 


— 
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tion to the nurſing, management, and educa- 
tion of children theſe and ſuch like articles 


will, if I miſtake not, furniſh ample ſcope for 


the exerciſe of your faculties in the purſuit of 


what I have termed domeſtic accompliſhments, 
Nor would I have you deſpiſe any one of them 
as trivial or dull. If they ſhould ſeem either, 


x you muſt give me leave to ſay, the fault is in 
you, 


your encouragement to ſuch application, 


would take notice, that from what is thus ne- 


ceſſary and beneficial, you may, time after 


time, paſs, with a tranſition often i impercep- | 


tible, to what is alſo pretty and ne 
Which leads me to ſpeak, | 


In the ſecond place, of mn oo | 


COMPLISHMENTS I propoſed to recomme 
Of theſe, all will be found conſiſtent with — 
ſtian Sobriety, and ſeverally conducive to it. 


Where morals are not in ſome meaſure con- 
cerned, the peculiar modes of an age can oc - 
caſion no material difference. Some particu- 


lars, I am nom to touch upon, migitt-not ſuit 
os unſettled and e e ſtate which the 


— 


If, on any pretence whatever, you 5 
Hould affect to call them ſo, I ſhould deem 
it a mark of — but I forbear; and, for 
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firſt profeſſors of Chriſtianity were in, nor that 
diſtinguiſhed ſeverity of manners which would 
naturally ariſe out of ſuch a condition, as well 


as out of their late ſeparation from Paganiſm; 
and yet, thoſe things may be no way impro- 


per in a Chriſtian Woman of theſe times, 


when religion is eſtabliſhed, when property 
is ſecured, and when the prevalence of a ſy- 


ſtem ſupremely benevolent has nothing to fear 
from a jealous policy, or a bigotted prieſt. 


: hood. 


To begin with that exerciſe which women 
appear almoſt univerſally fond of, but which 
ſcrupulous minds have uſually thought excep- 


tionable. For my own part, I muſt acknow- 
ledge, I can ſee no reaſon againſt the mode- 


rate and diſcreet uſe of Dancing. © To 
* every thing,” fays Solomon, ** there is a 
7 ſeaſon, _ a time to every purpoſe under 
« Heaven :”—amongſf the reſt—*« a time to 
7 dance.” Even thoſe purſuits which all ap- 


prove, and approve 'moſt highly, may be 


abuſed, Nothing is exempt from ſnares ; but 
one of the worſt is a diſpoſition to be peeviſh, 


illiberal, and unſociable. In the Jewiſh inſti- 
tution, it is well known, the exerciſe in que- 


ſtion was adopted into — worſhip ſelf, 
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prudence, certainly adapted to promote 5 
health and good humour, a ſocial ſpirit, and 9 i 
kind affections between the ſexes, with that 11. 
eaſy graceful carriage, to which Nature has 
annexed very my * in the be- 
holder s. 
With reſpect to this laſt, it . to me, 
that there can be no impropriety in it, any 
more than in modulating the voice into the 
moſt agreeable tones in ſinging; which none, 
] think, will object to. What is dancing, in 
the beſt ſenſe, but the harmony of motion 
rendered more palpable ? Awkwardneſs, ru- 
ſticity, ungraceful geſtures, can never, ſure- 
ly be meritorious ? It is the obſervation of 
a celebrated philoſopher, who was deeply 
{killed on moſt ſubjects, that, . the principal 
« part of beauty is in a decent and gracious 
* motion.” Here, indeed, one cannot help 


V3 


[3.1 

It is yet more remarkable, that, 1 in the para- | j 
ble of the prodigal ſon, our Saviour mentions Py, | 1 
dancing, as making a part of the friendly 19 
and honeſt feſtivity indulged on his return. : lt 
The ſingle inſtance recorded in the New Te- i [1 
ſtament, where it was perverted to a perni- 1 hi 
cious purpoſe, has been weakly urged againſt | l 
2 practice, that, uſed with temperance and by. 
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186 SgERMONSs To Serm. VI. 
regretting, that this, which may be conſidered 
in ſome meaſure as the virtue of the body, is 
not oftener ſeen in our country, as if the ſole 
deſign of dancing was to ſupply the amuſe- 
ment of the hour. A modeſt but animated 
mien, an air at once unaffected and noble, are 
doubtleſs circumſtances of great attraction 
and delight. 

1 faid a Modeſt Mien; * the: nl ne- 
ver be given up: And, on this account, I 
own, I cannot much approve of a young lady's 
dancing often in public aſſemblies, which, 

without a ſingular guard, muſt gradually 
wear off that lovely baſhfulneſs ſo largely in- 
| Eulcated in a former diſcourſe, Private cir- 


cles, conſiſting chiefly of friends and rela- 


tions, and where perſons of more years than 
the younger performers are preſent, I ſhould 
eſteem in every reſpect the moſt eligible. 
Where ſuch precautions are obſerved, and 
this diverſion is not ſuffered to interfere with 
| Health, regularity, mudeit apparel, and pru- 
dent expence ; 1 freely confeſs that [ am 
one of thoſe who can look on with a very 
' ſenſible ſatisfaction, well pleaſed to ſee a com- 
pany of young people joyful with innocence, 
and happy in en other. If an eee 0 | 
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ſociable, and ſo enlivening, was to occupy 


ſome part of that time which is laviſhed on 


cards, would the youth of-either om be loſers 
by it? I think een, 
Having mentioned CARDS, I Wall uſe the. 


freedom, unpleaſing as it may prove, or ill- 


breg as it may ſeem; to offer a few plain re- 


mafks on the paſſion for them, which is now | 
become ſo ſtrangely predominant, as to take 


the lead of every thing elſe in almoſt every 
company of eyery rank. With many, in- 


deed, it ſeems to be a calling, and, as a 


witty author has obſerved, *©* a laborious one 
too, ſuch as they toil night and day at; 
* nay, do not allow themſelves that remiſſion 


which the laws both of God and man have 
« provided for the meaneſt mechanic. The 


« Sabbath is to them no day of reſt; but this 
« trade goes on when all ſhops are ſhut. I 


« know not, continues he, how they ſa- 
ce tisfy themſelves in ſuch an habitual waſte 


<<. of their time; but, I much doubt, that plea, 


** whatſoever it is, which paſſeth with them, 
will ſcarce hold weight at His tribunal WhO 
* hath commanded us to redeem, not to fling 5 


away our time.? 


To the ſame occupation, what . a | 
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crifice their health and ſpirits, with every na- 
tural pleaſure that depends on theſe, not ex- 


cepting even the comforts of freſh air; pur- 


ſuing it in the country with the ſame unabating 
ardour as in town, and to all the beauty and 
ſweetneſs of rural ſcenes, in the fineſt ſeaſon, 
preferring the ſuffocating atmoſphere of per- 


: haps a ſmall apartment, where they regularly 


every day, if poſſible, crowd round the card- 


table for hours together, - What negle& of 


buſineſs and ſtudy, what ruin of credit, of 
fortune, of families, of connexions, of all that 
3s valuable in this world, often follows the 
frenzy I ſpeak of, who can expreſs? ? 

I will ſuppoſe, my fair hearers ! nay, I do 
hope, that the demon of Avarice has not yet 
taken poffeſſion of your hearts. But, do you 


| know any thing ſo likely to introduce him, as 


the ſpirit of Gaming ? Is not this laſt a kin- 
dred fiend ? and does not he, like moſt other 


tempters, advance by ſlow ſteps, and with a 
ſmiling aſpect? Tell me, in ſober ſadneſs, 


what ſecurity can you have, that the love of 


* 


play will not lead you to the love of gaming 


Between theſe, I know, there is a diſtinc- 
tion. But, is it not a diſtinction, at beſt, re- 
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ſembling that between twilight and darkneſs 3 
and does not one ſucceed the other almoſt as 
naturally? The former at firſt is cheerful and 


ſerene, retaining ſome rays of pleaſantry and 


good humour ? but, by little and little, theſe 


diſappear. A deepening ſhade takes place; 


till at laſt, every emanation of mirth and good 


nature dying away, all is involved in the 
gloom of anxiety, ſuſpicion, envy, diſguſt, 


and every dreadful paſſion that lowers in the 


train of Covetouſneſs. I ſay not, that this 
always happens; but, I aſk again, What ſe- 


curity is there, that it will not happen to you? 


Did not every gameſter in the world, whether 
male or female, begin juſt where you do? 
And, is it not probable, that — 
infamous tribe had once as little apprehenſion 
as you can have, of proceeding to thoſe 
lengths to which they have ſince run, thro' 


the natural progreſs of vice, no where more 
infatuating or more __— than in this exe 


crable one? 

But, let us ſuppoſe the efire of ws 
ſhould, in you, never riſe to that rage which 
agitates the breaſt of many a fine lady, dil- 


compoſes thoſe features, and inflames thoſe | 


eyes, where nothing ſhould be ſeen but ſoft 
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1dos © Sermons To Serm. VI. 
illumination. Are there not lower degrees, 
in the thirſt of gain, which a liberal mind 
would ever carefully avoid? And, pray, con- 
ſider, when, either by ſuperior ſkill, or what 
is called better luck, you happen to ſtrip her 
of money, of that money which it is very 
poſſible ſhe can ill ſpare, an acquaintance, a 
companion, a friend, one whom you profeſs 
at leaſt to love and honour, perhaps at the 
very moment to entertain with all the ſacred 
Tites of hoſpitality——lIs there nothing un- 
kind, nothing ſordid, in giving way to that 
which draws after it ſuch conſequences ? I; 
this the ſpirit of friendſhip or hamanity—— 
Bleſſed God ! how does the paſſion I con- 
demn deprave the worthieſt affections of na- 
ture; and how does that bewitching power, 
the Faſhion of the times, pervert even the 
beſt underſtandings, when reſigned to its im- 
c Poſtures ! 
Nor is it the taws of humanity and fiend. 
ſhip only, that are tranſgreſſed by the lull 
of gaming. The ſweet emotions of love and 
tenderneſs between the ſexes are often ſwal- 
lowed up' by this all-devouring appetite ; an 
_ appetite, which, perhaps, beyond any thing 
elſe, tends to harden and contract the heart, 
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at the ſame time that the immoderate indul- 


gence of it excludes a thouſand little recipro- 


cations of ſentiment and joy, which would 
ſerve to kindle and feed the flame of virtuous 
affections How much converſation ſuffers. 
from it, who does not perceive ? 

Here, indeed, vou will tell me with an air 


of triumph, that it prevents a great deal of 
ſcandal. What then! are your minds ſo un- 


furniſhed, ſo vacant, that without cards you. 
muſt neceflarily fly to that wretched reſource? 
Creation, Providence, religion, books, ob- 
ſervation, fancy ; ; do theſe preſent ſo narrow. 
a field of entertainment, as to force you on 
the alternative of preying either on the repu- 
tation or on the property of others !-——But 


now, I recolle&, while you. poſſeſs: an art of 


ſuch utility as this laſt, for filling up the 
blanks of diſcourſe, as well as for repairing; 


the waſtes of extravagance, why ſhould you. 
give yourſelves any trouble to read or think, 
to enlarge your ideas, or improve your fa- 


culties, beyond the uſual ſtandard? Surely 


the knowledge of the moſt faſhionable game, 


of the moſt remarkable characters, of the 
reigning modes and amuſements of the ſea- 
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remarks, and matters of fact, but eſpecially 


Serm, VI « 


ſome paſſages of private biſtory, told by way 
of ſecret to all the world, is quite ſufficient, 
by the help of a. little vivacity which Nature 
will ſupply, to accompliſh you for every pur- 


poſe of modern ſociety——Alas, how poor is 
all this! How unworthy the principal atten- 
tion of beings, made ** bur a little lower than 
the angels,“ and 3 to believe! in the 


communion of ſaints ! 

But are there not many general companies, 
in which it were impoſſible to ſpend a long 
evening with any tolerable eaſe or propriety, 
but by borrowing aſſiſtance from the card- 
table? I grant it, as things are now; and, 
when you are ſo ſituated, your complying with 
the occaſion may be both allowable and pro- 
per, provided the ſtakes are but trifling, your 
tempers are not ruffled, and what you win or 


loſe is agreed to be given away in charity. 


By this means, perhaps, you may make to 
«« yourſelves friends of the mammon of un- 
4 righteouſneſs.” 

But tell me, I beſeech you, where is the 


5 neceſſity of being very often in general com- 
panies? Are theſe the ſcenes of true enjoy- 


ment? What! where the heart cannot be un · 
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folded; 1 the underſtanding has little or 


no play; where all is reſerve, ceremony, ſhew; 


where the ſmile of complaiſance 1s frequently 


put on ta deceive, and even the warmeſt pro- 


feſſons of regard are ſometimes made the 


« cloke of maliciouſneſs! 


There is not, methinks, any thing more 


contemptible, or more to be pitied, than that 


turn of mind, which, finding no entertain- . 


ment in itſelf, none at home, none in books, 


none in a rational converſation, nor in the in- 


tercourſes of real friendſhip, nor in ingenious 
works of any kind, is continually ſeeking to 


ſtifle reflection in a tumult of pleaſures, my 


to divert wearineſs in a crowd. 
« But can it be ſuppoſed that, even in more 


ec private meetings, people ſhould be always | 


« able to paſs the time without cards?” You 


ought to ſpeak more plain and ſay, to Kill 


the time ; for that is commonly the caſe. By 
the moſt fayourable reckoning, the greateſt 
part of thoſe hours that are devoted to play is 
loſt, That which was begun for amuſement 
15 lengthened out to fatigue. No one impro- 


ving or generous idea is circulated; no one 


happy or ſolacing recollection is ſecured. The 


whole is to be ſet down a a large portion of - 
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the ſpan of life cut off without advantage, and 
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without ſatisfaction, as far as virtue or reaſon 


is concerned. 


« What then mall we A a together 2» 


. Do! Why, converſe, or hold your tongues, 


as good ſenſe and unaffected nature prompt to 
either. Do! Why, work, read, ſing, dance, 
laugh, and look grave by turns, as occaſion 


' ſerves ; any thing in the world that is inno- 


cent, rather than eternal play. For perſons 
in all the gaiety of health, and ſprightlineſ 


of youth; perſons not relaxed by mfirmity, or 
exhauſted by buſineſs ; perfons with number- 
leſs ſources of delight laid open to them, and 
every natural reliſh lively and ſtrong—for 
them to be at a loſs how to ſpend a ſingle 


evening without cards, what a degradation of 


s the human mind ! 


Willing to corroborate an argument, which 
to me appears of ſuch importance, I will avail 
myſelf of the words of a writer now living, 
who is not leſs reſpectable for the force, than 


for the morality of his pen. Complaining of 


the fatal paſſion for play, he mentions, a- 
mongſt other miſchiefs to which it leads, its 
tendency ** to deſtroy all diſtinctions both af 


| we rank and lex ; to Fam all emulation but 


. 
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« that of fraud; to confound the world in a 


« chaos of folly ;_ to withhold you from its 


„ natural pleaſures, deprive wit of its influ- 


«« ence, and beauty of its charms; to extin- 
„ guiſh the flames of the lover, as well as of 


«« the patriot; to ſink life into a tedious uni- 


« formity, and to allow it no other hopes or 
«« fears but thoſe of robbing and being rob- 


„ bed.” He adds, in the ſame animated ſtyle, 


& That jf thoſe of your ſex who have minds 
capable of nobler ſentiments, will unite in 
e vindication of their pleaſures and their pre- 


e rogatives, they may fix a time at which cards 


© ſhall ceaſe to be in faſhion, or be left only to 
„ thoſe who have neither beauty to be loved, 


* nor ſpirit to be feared ; neither knowledge 
eto teach, nor modeſty to learn: and who, ha- 


<< ving paſſed their youth in vice, are juſtiy 


condemned to ſpend their age in folly.” 


But I proceed to a more agreeable taſk, 


that of recommending, in the next place, 


thoſe i ingenious works mentioned a little while 


ago. 


find it ſpoken of in Scripture with commen- 


dation. Its beauty and advantages are uni- 
verſally — ent. It was practiſed by ladies 


KS” 


As to NEEDLE-WORK in particular, we 
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196 Sermons ro 
formerly, and ladies of the firſt rank, much 


more than it is at preſent. They, indeed, 


had much more leiſure than moſt of their 
poſterity. They were ſimple enough, I ſup- 
poſe, to be in love with home, and to ſeek 
their happineſs in their duty. Of that duty, 


they confidered diligence as a part'; nor does 
it appear to have in the leaſt cramped their 
imaginations. Of their {kill, in this way, we 
have ſeen very laudable monuments. They 
only wanted inſtruction in the principles of 


the fine arts, to give their performances a. 


juſter taſte. At any rate, their time would, 
by ſuch means, paſs away more pleaſantly. 
They would be under little temptation of 


wandering abroad; conſequently they would 
eſcape infinite ſnares and inconveniences. 
Then, too, private converſation would be 


cultivated on a much more rational footing ; 
and many a pleafing diſcuſſion-would ariſe on 


the ſubject of their various productions. 
Their fancies, called forth by a thouſand 
pre ttineſſes, and kept up by the ſpirit of ele- 


gant emulation, would of courſe, be poliſhed 


and exalted. This, I believe, will be found 
true, that thoſe females of the preſent age, 
| who have reſolution enough to copy ſo anti- 
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Serm. VI. 
quated an example, ſcldom fail to prove the 
moſt entertaining companions. | 

I once knew a lady, noble by birth, but 
more noble by her virtues, who never ſatidle 
in company, unleſs when compelled to it by 
the punctilio of ceremony, which ſhe took care 
ſhould happen as rarely as poſſible. Being a 
perfect miſtreſs of her needle, and having an 
excellent taſte in that, as in many other 
things, her manner, whether at home, or 


abroad with hex friends, (for friends ſhe had, 


though a lady of faſhion and bred at court), 


was to be conſtantly engaged in working 


ſomething uſeful, or ſomething beautiful ; at 
the ſame time that ſhe aſſiſted in fapporting 
the converſation, with an attention and capa- 
city which I have never ſeen exceeded. 
For the ſake of variety ahd improvement, 


when in her own houſe, ſome one of the com- 
pany would often read aloud, while ſhe and 


her female viſitants were thus employed, I 


muſt add, that during an intimate acquaint- 
_ ance of ſeveral years, | do not remember to 
have ſeen her once driven to the polite neceſ- 
fity of either winning or loſing money at play, 
and making her gueſts e the: en of 


the entertainment. 1 
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Permit me, before I diſmiſs this article, to 


offer a hint or two, that may not be unworthy 


your obſervation. Inſtead of that minute and 


laborious kind of work, which is often prac- 


tiſed by younger ladies, I ſhould think that- 


| fighter and freer patterns would, for the moſt 
part, be greatly preferable. The ſight would 
be in no danger of being ſtrained; much leſs 


time would be required to finiſh them; and, 
when finiſhed, they would produce a much 


better effect. They would give, bey. ond com- 


pariſon, more ſcope to the imagination; they 
would exhibit an eaſe, a gracefulneſs, and a 
flow that ought to enter, as much as poſſible, 
into all works of taſte ; and as they would ad- 


mit a far greater multiplicity of ornament, ſo 


likewiſe the purpoſe of utility would be pro- 


motedi ina higher degree. 


The buſineſs ofs HA DING with the ads 


is now, comparatively, ſeldom thought of but 
at ſchool, where it is frequently taught in a 


paultry, and always in a defeQive manner, 
tho? certainly deſerving a particular attention. 


The diſpoſition, harmony, and mixing of co- 


lours in this way, afford one of the finęſt exer- 


Ciſes to female genius, and one of the moſt 
amuſing that can be imagined; beſides that 
ſuch productions are the molt permanent. 
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hut the truth is, nothing complete or di- 
ſtinguiſhing in thoſe attempts can be expected, 


while the proper foundation is ſo generally omit- 
ted to be laid; I mean DRAwIN O, which is, 
The third accompliſhment 1 would take 
the liberty to inculcate. That many more 
young ladies would be found qualified for ſuch 
a ſtudy than is uſually apprehended, I cannot 


doubt. Several, I am certain, have applied to 


it with the greateſt ſucceſs and pleaſure, who, 


before they began, did not promiſe themſelves _ 
the leaſt. It is truly ſurpriſing, that ſo few of 


our more intelligent females ſhould ſhew a de- 
ſire of being inſtructed in ſo pleaſing an art, 


at a time too when it is to be learned with A | 


advantage and encouragement, 


None can be ignorant, that the . 


and practice of drawing were never under- 


ſleod amongſt us to the height they are at 
preſent; owing chiefly to the patronage of a 


ſociety, that reflects the greateſt credit on 
this country, and on this age. But here ju- 
ſtice to your ſex demands an acknowledge 
ment, which we joyfully make, that ſeveral 
honorary rewards have been moſt deſervedly 


gained by young ladies of rank and character 


tor ſpecimens of ingenuity, which, it is to be 
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200 SERMONS TO Serm,. VI, 
hoped, their grand-children will one day men- 
tion and emulate with honeſt pride. 

If ſuch of you, my amiable hearers, as are 
in a ſituation to try, whether Nature has given 
vou talents for this beautiful accompliſh- 
ment, would fairly make the eſſay, you might 

very probably open to yourſelves and to your 
friends, a ſpring of entertainment that would 
never run dry; that would contribute to im- 
prove while it delighted you, by adding to 
your ideas of elegance and grace; that would 
prevent many a folly, and many a ſin which 
proceed from idleneſs; and, be no hurt, if 
I add, that would prove the means of future 
ſupport, ſhould it pleaſe the ſupreme Wiſ⸗- 
Com to reduce you to a ſtate of dependence, 
There are other pretty works extremely 
proper for female hands, which I need not 
ipecify here, fince ſeveral of the remarks #1- 
ready made, will, 1 preſume, be applicable 
to them. Let it ſuffice to ſay, in general, that 
whatever is genteel, and whatever is uſeful, 
ſuch occupations ſhould always claim your re- 
gard, when you have leiſure and capacity. 
The former you will ſeldom want, if you have 
learnt to portion out your time with judge- 
ment; and, in the latter, you ought never 
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to pronounce yourſelves defective, before you 
have honeſtly tried. 
The laſt accompliſhment of the elegant 


kind, which I ſhall mention, is Music. 


This, I conceive, is to be recommended with 


more diſcrimination than the reſt, how much D 
ſoever ſuch a notion may contradi& the pre- 


vailing opinion, There are young ladies, in- 
deed, who, without any particular advantage 
of a natural ear or good voice, have, by means 


of circumſtances peculiarly favourable, made 
great proficiency in muſic ; but then, they 
have made it at a vaſt expence of time and 


application; ſuch as no woman ought to be- 
ſtow/ upon an object, to which ſhe is not car- 
ned by the irreſiſtible impulſe of genius. 
In many other arts, it is poſſible for origi- 
nal talents to_lie dormant, till called up by 


aſſiduity or accident; but where there is a 
ſtrong propenſion to this, it will, I imagine, 


hardly forbear to burſt out, by means of the 


tranſcendent pleaſure derived from it on all 
oecaſions. If it does not, if even the beſt 
muſic can be heard without a degree of de- 


light bordering on tranſport ; either the prac- 
tice will never reward the pains neceſſary for 
acquiring it; or, there being no native vein 
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of excellence in that way, it will, as has been 


g o 
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commonly obſerved, be diſcontinued on a 


change of condition; in which caſe, you loſe 


the labour of years, that might have been 
directed with n benent. into ſome other 
channel. 

Be this as it may, you will . allow, 


that for a young lady who has no turn for the 


ſtudy I am ſpeaking of, to be condemned 


both to mortify herſelf, and to puniſh her ac- 
quaintance, by murdering every leſſon put 
into her hands, is a very awkward ſituation, 
however much her maſter. may, for the ſake 
of his craft, flatter her and her friends ; 


aſſu- 


ring them, perhaps, with an air of great ſo- 
lemnity, that he never had a better ſcholar in 


all his life. If ſhe whoſe attainments in this 


kind are but indifferent, could be contented 
to amuſe herſelf, and thoſe of her own fami- 
ly, now and then, with an air that happened 


to pleaſe them, it were well; but, how does 
a judicious hearer bluſh for the poor begin- 


ner, when ſet down by the command of a 


fond parent, to entertain perhaps a large 
company, as we have often ſeen, with per- 
forming that, of which ſhe ſcarce knows the 


very rudiments ; while all 1s diſappointment 


eaſy ſenſations, as in the days of old, it ſhould 


4 
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on their part, and, if ſhe bas any underſtand- 
ing, confuſion on hers ! 

Is the preacher then any enemy to ae 2 
Much the reverſe. Where there is a real ge- 
nius for it, improved by art, and regulated by 
ſentiment, nothing ſurely can be more charm- 
Ing, or more affecting. Its importance in the 
ancient Jewiſh worſhip 1 is well known. Of its 
beauty and uſefulneſs in our churches, when 
conducted in a manner ſuitable to its ſacred 


purpoſe, and not proſtituted to levity, or per- 


verted by oſtention, I am not inſenfible. Its 
influence in all ages and nations ſtands univer- 
ſally confeſſed. It is founded, indeed, in 
ſome of the ſtrongeſt perceptions of Nature, 
wherever ſhe has ſeen fit to confer a lively 
ſenſibility to the melody of ſounds. 
But how much is it to be-regretted, that 
this wonderful charm of melody, properly ſo 
called, together with the whole merit of ex- 
preſſion, ſhould be ſacrificed, as we frequent- 
ly find, to the proud but poor affectation of 
mere trick and execution; that, inſtead of 


rendering the various combinations of ſounds 
a powerful inſtrument of touching the heart, 


exciting agreeable emotions, or allying un 
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be generally degraded into an idle amuſe. 
ment, devoid of dignity, devoid of meaning, 
_ abſolutely devoid of any one ingredient that 
can inſpire delightful ideas, or engage unaf- 
feed applauſe ! What lover of this enchant. 
ing art but muſt lament, that the moſt inſipid 
ſong which can diſgrace it, is no ſooner heard 
in places of public entertainment, than every 
young lady who has learned the common notes, 
is immediately taught to repeat it in a manner 
fill more infipid : while the moſt ſublime and 


Intereſting compoſitions, where ſimplicity and 


greatneſs unite, are ſeldom or never thought 
of in her caſe ; as if the female mind were in- 
capable of relifhing any thing grave, pathe- 
tic, or exalted ! 

Let me here call on every muſical ſpirit of 
your ſex, to aſſert the rights af good ſenſe ; 


and to infiſt, that thoſe who are entruſted 


with this branch of their education, ſhall not 
fail to introduce them, as early as poſlible, 
into an acquaintance with whatever is moſt 
beautiful and noble in the article of melody. 
The more thorough knowledge of harmony 
may come afterwards, if you are ambitious 
of advancing ſo far. In the mean time, you 


will have the ſatisfaction of pleaſing the beſt 
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ſuch pieces as, while the words to which they 
are ſet, conyey no ſentiments but what are 


elevated or virtuous, ſhall ſerve to refine and 


enliven your thoughts, to raiſe your "ſpirits 
into joy, or compoſe them into ſweetneſs ; 


and, on choſen occaſions, by the diviner 
ſtrains of ſolemn muſic, to lift your hearts to 


Heaven, prove a kind of prelude to the airs 


of Paradiſe, and prepare you for Jung the 
choir of angels. : 
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SERMON VII. 


On Female Virtue, with Intellectual 
Accompliſhments. | 


—— — * an — 
a. 


1 Tim. 3 11. 8, 9. 


that avomen adira themſelves with 


J a 
| Sobriety. 
PRov. iv. 5, 6, 8, 9. 


C Wiſdem, get U nderſtanding.— Forſake her 
not, and fhe ſhall preſerve thee :—lowe her, 


and ſhe ſhall keep thee :—Exalt her, and ſhe 


{hall promote thee. She ſhall give to thy head 
an ornament of grace : a crown of glory we 
ſhe deli ver to thee. 


In a country like this, where there is cer- 
tainly a native fund of good ſenſe, where 
ſciences and arts are widely cultivated, where 

works of genius and taſte in every kind are al- 
lowed to abound ; 1s it not ſomewhat ſtrange, 
that the common ſtyle of converſation ſhould 
be ſo little inſtructive or entertaining? How 


> MN... > e — Wh - an Pina 
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ſeldom do we fall into a company, in which 


we learn any thing uſeful, or hear any thing 


whatever above the rate of the multitude ; 
ſuch as low jeſts, vulgar conceits, incohe- 


rent diſputation, or impertinent tattle? How 
very ſeldom does a ſenſible man come away 


from the viſit of an evening, delighted with 
| his manner of ſpending it? One who has con- 


verſed only with a ſmall circle of ingenious 
friends, will hardly conceive what a frivolous, 


what a piteous thing, the ordinary run of 
company appears to an intelligent byſtander. 


The favourite communications of men of 


pleaſure are beyond deſcription corrupt and 


grovelling, with ſcarce any diverſity. Thoſe 
of gay aſſemblies are the quinteſſence of dul- 


neſs and diſſimulation; except only that the 


firſt is ſometimes tinctured with a few ſprink- 
lings of ſmartneſs, and the laſt always con- 
cealed under the ſpecious colours of civility. 
As to the buſy, and learned, and the grave ; 


the greater part are no ſooner releaſed from 
their reſpective purſuits, than they throw 


themſelves looſe into a liſtleſſneſs of diſpoſi- 


tion, that wanders with impatience in que 
of public diverſion, or diffuſes itſelf in pri- 


vate through the vacuity of idle talk; as if 
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there were no medium between ſeriouſnel; 
and folly, or as if people could not find relief 

from the ſtretch of application, in the agree- 

able unbendings of moderate amuſement and 
rational diſcourſe. In ſhort, if we want to find 

à converſation enlivened with a variety and 
ſpirit, enlightened by intelligence, and tem- 


pered by politeneſs, we muſt ſeek for it 


amongſt a few men, who join ſentiment to 


knowledge, and a few women, who, Join know- 


ledge to vivacity. 
That the number of theſe ſhould be {6 


ſmall, compared with the untaught and the 


ungoverned Many, is ſurely matter of lamen- 
tation. To what ſhall we chiefly impute it! 
To what elſe, but to that whirl of diſſipation, 
which, like ſome mighty vortex, has ſwallowed 
up in a manner all conditions and charac- 
ters? That the young indeed ſhould be often 
carried down the ſtream, till they ſink into 
inſignificance, is not much to be wondered 
at, how much ſoever it is to be regretted. 
But, alas! they do not always ſtop there: 
From what is trivial, how eaſy the tranſition 
to what is mean! How quick the deſcent 
From thonghtleſſneſs to vice? Nothing, per- 
haps, — better ſenſe, or a ſtricter guard 
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than to trifle without being fooliſh, or to be 


frolickſome without fin. They that would 


hold faft their righteouſneſs, and not depart 
from the decorum of their character, cannor 
be too careful to regulate their converſation, , 


as well as their conduct, by the great law of 


reflection, and in the hour of gaiety itſelf, 


not to loſe fight of wiſdom. But how ſhould 
this be expected, where the mind is wholly 
unimproved, where no interna! reſources are 
ſecured in the days of youth ; but all is left to 


Nature neglected by education, and warped 


by Faſhion, or to the ſcanty ſupplies which 
company, news, and accidents afford! 
What I would now therefore labour is, with 


the help of God, to perſuade you, my fair 


auditory, to enrich and adorn your under- 


ſtandings with ſuch attainments, as ſhall ren- 
der you not only leſs dependent on external 


amuſements and empty gratifications, but 


more ſuperior to every thing corrupting and 


dangerous : ſuch as ſhall entertain and edify 


| you at the ſame time, enable you to enjoy ſo- 
litude, and qualify you to ſhine in converſa- 
tion, even without deſigning it, to inſpire a 


mixture of complacence and reſpect; in fine, 


10 unite deceney and ſenſe with mirth and 
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joy. Thus would I ftill endeavour to pro- 
mote that ſpirit of Chriſtian Sobriety which 
our Apoſtle inculcates, and by the ſame mean: 
contribute to the felicity and dignity of your 
: ſex. Eh _ | © 
The paſſage from the Proverbs, which I 
have read to yon, by way of a ſecond text, re- 
quires no commentary ; and indeed I know 
none that could do it juſtice, As it is, it muſt 
ſtrike you at once with its ſimplicity, tender- 

neſs, and ſublimity. The wiſdom or under- 

ſanding, ſo beautifully perſonified by Solo- 
mon, is no doubt to be confidered chiefly as 
repreſenting religion, which is certainly the 
higheſt exerciſe of our rational powers. But 
J ſee no reaſon for conceiving it to repreſent 
that only, In many parts of his writings it is 
manifeſtly uſed to ſigniſy MENTAL 1MPROVE- 
MENTS, in the proper ſenſe of the phraſe ; nor 
is there any thing ſaid of it here, which will 
not in one degree or another hold true of theſe, 
when under right direction; beſides that, in 
fact, the cultivation of thoſe powers to every 
valuable purpoſe, is unqueſtionably a duty 
Which ve owe to their Author. That the ex- 
hortation is addreſſed by our inſpired writer to 
a male ſcholar, whom in the manner of Eaſt- 
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ern teachers he calls his ſon, makes no eſſen⸗ 


tial difference in the ſpirit of his doctrine, as 


T1 hope will appear from the ſequel. | 
The degree of thoſe Intellectual Accom- 
pliſhments which your ſex ſhould aim at, I 


1 pretend not to determine. That muſt depend 


on the capacities, opportunities, and encou- 


ragements, which you ſeverally enjoy. With 
regard to all theſe, however, this may be ſaid 
in general, that they are better, and more than 


many of you ſeem ſolicitous to improve. 


As to the firſt, indeed, I ſcruple not to de- 
clare my opinion, that Nature appears to have 
formed the faculties of your ſex for the moſt 


part with leſs vigour than thoſe of ours; ob- 


ſerving the ſame diſtinction here, as in the 
more delicate frame of your bodies. Excep- 
tions we readily admit, and ſuch as do the in- 


dividuals great honour in thoſe particular 
walks of excellence, wherein they have been 


diſtinguiſned. But you yourſelves, I think, 
will allow, that war, commerce, politics, exer- 


ciſes of ſtrength and dexterity, abſtract philo- 


ſophy, and all the abſtruſer ſciences, are moſt 


properly the province of men. Iam ſure thoſe 
maſculine women that would plead for your 
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us, do not underſtand your true intereſts. > 
There is an influence, there is an em pire which 5 
belongs to you, and which I wiſh you ever 
to poſſeſs : I mean that which has the heart 
for its object, and which is ſecured by meek- 
neſs and modeſty, by ſoft attraction and vir- 
tuous love. | 
But now muſt add, that your power in 
this way will receive a large acceſſion from 
the culture of your minds, in the more elegant 
and poliſhed branches of knowledge. When 
I fay fo, I would by no means inſinuate, that 
you are not capable of the judicious and the 
ſolid, in ſuch proportion as is ſuited to your 
deſtination in life. This, I apprehend, does 
not require reaſoning or accuracy, ſo much as 
obſervation and diſcernment. Your buſineſs, 
chiefly, is to read men, in order to make your- 
ſelves agreeable and uſeful. It 1s not the 
argumentative but the ſentimental talents, 
which give you that inſight and thoſe open- 
ings into the human heart, that lead to your- 
principal ends as women. Nevertheleſs, in 
this ſtudy you may derive great aſſiſtance from 
books. Without them, indeed, your progreſs 
in it will be partial and confined, Neither are 
you to attach yourſelves wholly to this ſtudy, 


find it. Whatever kinds of reading may con- 
tiibute to your general improvement and ſa- 


tis faction, as reaſonable beings deſigned for 
ſociety, virtue, and religion, will deſerve your 


attentive regard. Suffer me to enter a little 
into the detail And, | | 


Firſt, I would obſerve, that HISTORY, in 
which J include BioGRAPHY and MEMOIRS, 
ought to employ a conſiderable ſhare of your 
leiſure. Thoſe pictures which it exhibits, of 

the paſſions operating in real life and genuine 


characters; of virtues to be imitated, and of 


vices to be ſhunned ; of the effects of both on 
ſociety and individuals; of the mutability of 


human affairs; of the conduct of divine Pro- 
vidence; of the great conſequences that often 
ariſe from little events; of the weakneſs of 


power, and the wanderings of prudence in 


mortal men; with the ſudden, unexpected, fre- 
quently unaccountable revolutions, that daſh 
_ triumphant wickedneſs, or _ diſappoint pre- 
ſumptuous hope ;—the picture, I ſay, which 
hiſtory exhibits of all theſe, have been ever 
reckoned by the beſt judges amongſt the rich- 
eſt ſources of inſtruction and entertainment. 
On both accounts, we would 'alſo recom- 
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important as it is, and grateful as you may 
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mend books of vor acks and TRAVELS; a 
favourite ſtudy of the celebrated Mr. Locke. 
How amazing to curioſity ! How enlarging 
to our proſpects of mankind ! How condu- 
Cive to cure the contracted prepoſſeſſions of 
national pride, and withal to inſpire gratitude 
for the peculiar bleflings beſtowed upon our 
country; to excite on one ſide pity towards 
the many millions of human beings left by 
myſterious Heaven in ignorance and barba- 
rity, and to beget on the other admiration of 
the virtues and abilities diſplayed by numbers 
of thele under all the diſadvantages that 11 1 
to darken and overwhelm them. | 

Here too we may mention GEOGRAPHY, 
as cloſely connected with both the former; 
as often uſeful in converſation ; and in which 
a competent ſkill may be acquired with little 
application, but much amuſement. 

Theſe ſeveral ſtudies, to which may be 
added the principal facts, or great outlines of 
ASTRONOMY, are beautiful; and they are im- 
_ proving. Some of them prefent the moſt in- 
tereſting ſcenes ; all contain the moſt pleaſing 
diſcoveries, 'They open and enlarge the mind; 
they dilate and humanize the heart; they re- 

mind us that we are citizens of the,univerſe ; 
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they ſhew us how ſmall the part that we fill in 
the immenſe orb of being. Amidſt the ampli- 


tude of ſuch contemplations, ſuperfluous trifles 


ſhrink away; wealth and grandeur © hide 


« their diminiſhed heads ;'? a generous ambi- 
tion riſes in the thoughtful mind, to improve 
itſelf to the all- inſpecting eye of Him to whom 
none of his works are indifferent, but to whom 
thoſe only can be acceptable, that, under the 


oncertainty and imperfection of ſublunary 
things, ſeek their ſecurity, ape and 


glory, in doing well. 

Permit me to alk, whence it proceeds that 
fndies like theſe are neglected by the gene- 
rality of your ſex ? Is it becauſe they are not 
calculated to inflame the fancy, or flatter che 
paſſions; or becauſe to reliſh them to pur- 
poſe, requires ſome degree of ſolidity and 


judgment?—PBut did not I ſay, that there 
were thoſe amongſt you who are no way de- 


ficient in theſe latter qualities? I did; and 


therefore pleaſe myſelf with the hope, that the 
hints now offered may imprint conviction on 


ſuch, where there has been an omiſſion, and 


encourage perleverance where there has not. 


As to works of imagination, it 15 allowed 


on all hands, that the female mind i 18 diſpoſed | 
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to be peculiarly fond of. them; and rely 
where blended with inſtruction, ſo as to be 
ere more immediately ſubſervient to it, 
they have a particular claim to your attention. 
In this view, we muſt not forget to recom- 


mend FABLES, VISIONS, ALLECORIES, and 


ſuch like compoñtions, where Fancy ſports 


under the controul of Reaſon; DRAMATIC 


WRITINGS alſo, where truth of characters 


and purity of thought are preſerved ; (of theſe 


laſt how inconfiderable the number!) pogTRY 
of all kinds, where a ſtrict regard is paid to 
decorum, but chiefly of the ſublimer forms, 
where Nature, Virtue, Religion, are painted 


and embelliſhed with all the beauty of a chaſte 


yet elevated imagination.— What a field is 
here opened within the reach, and adapted 
to the turn of female faculties ! What a pro- 


fuſion of intellectual ornament is ſpread before 
vou, for memory to collect, and for reflection 
to work upon! How many ſprightly, delight- 
ful, and lofty ideas do here paſs before the men- 
tal eye, all dreſſed in the brighteſt colours! 
How ſtrangely inexcuſable muſt thoſe be, who 


complain at any time of want of amuſement, 


when the genius and invention of every illu- 
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minated age have taken ſuch happy pains to 


ſapply the nobleſt ! 
1 ſay nothing now of novels and romances; 


having had occaſion to ſpeak of them ſo large 
ly in a former diſcourſe. But I muſt not omit 


to recommend thoſe admirable productions of 


the preſent century, which turn principally on 


the two great hinges of ſentiment and charac- 
ter: joining deſcription to precept, and pre- 
ſenting in particular the moſt animated ſketches 
cf modern manners, where the likeneſs is 
caught warm from life ; while the powers of 


« 


fancy, wit, and judgment combine to expoſe 
vice and folly,” to enforce reformation, and, 


in ſhort, but ſpirited, eſſays, to convey the 


rules of domeſtic wiſdom and daily conduct. 


I need not here name the Spectator, or thoſe 


who have followed him with various ſucceſs 
in the ſame attack ; many of them ingenious, 


ſome of them maſterly writers. How much 


are both ſex indebted to their elegant pens, 


for a ſpecies of inſtruction better fitted per- 


haps than moſt others of human device, to 


delight and improve at the ſame moment; 
ſuch is its extent, its diverſity, its familiarity, 
its re its 3888 manner, its immediate „ 
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ference to ſcenes and circumilance, with which 


we are every day converſant ! 


Works of this kind are peculiarly calcula. 


ted to allure the lively and the gay, who are 


not yet delivered over to licentiouſneſs. Hard - 
ly indeed will girls, for inſtance, who mean 
no ill, but whoſe fancies are all alive and reſt- 


leſs, ſubmit to have their underſtandings at- 
tired at Wiſdom's glaſs; if lovely forms and 


ſmiling images are not often reflected from 
thence, to detain the eye, and captivate the 


| heart, in fact, none of you, my dear hearers, 


can be too well acquainted with thoſe appro- 


ved maſters of life, thoſe able teachers of de- 
corum, thoſe ſingularly ſucceſsful painters of 
truth and morality. Let me adviſe you to 
_ dwell on their pictures, to imbibe their ſenti- 
ments, to repleniſh your minds with that in- 
exhauſted fund of ſtories and examples which 


they have furniſhed. You cannot fail of im- 


proving under ſuch tutors. They too will 
provide you with a touchſtone, by which to 
judge of other writings, and while you are 


ſearching ce for knowledge as for hidden trea- 


* ſures,” to ſeparate between the pure ore 


and the alloy. 
I ſhould not on this occaſion vo juſlice to 
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your ſex, if I did not ſay, that ſuch books as 
thoſe laſt mentioned are, in a particular de- 
gree, proportioned to the ſcope of your capa- 


cities. Of this I am certain, that among ſen- 
_ ible women I have diſcovered an uncommon. 
penetration in what relates to characters, an 


uncommon dexterity in hitting them off thro? 


their ſeveral ſpecific diſtinctions, and even 
nicer diſcriminations, together with a race of 
fancy, and a fund of what may be ſtrictly 


| termed fentiment, or a pathetic manner of 
thinking, which I have not ſo frequently met 
with in men. It ſhould ſeem, that Nature, by 
her liberality to the female mind, in theſe re- 


ſpects, has ſeen fit to compenſate what has 


been judged a defect in the point of depth 
and force; and a real defect I believe it is, 
if eſtimated abſolutely. If eſtimated with a 
due regard to the deſign and formation of the 
ſex, it ought to be confidered as no "ae at 
all. 

I have already hinted, that to men 1920 wo- 


men the Almighty has allotted very different 


provinces, on the filling of which with ſuitable 


kinds of ability and excellence depends, un- 


der his conduct, the proper perfection and wel- 


fare of each. In all I have ſaid, therefore, or 
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may yet ſay, concerning Female Accompliſh- 


ments, I would be jill underſtood by you as 


recommending what 1s refined in ſtudy, and 


_ uſeful in the milder modes of life; not what 
is profound in the former, or of no material 
advantage in the latter, This hinders not, 
however, but that thoſe ladies, whom Nature 


not confining herſelf to her cuſtomary opera- 


tions, has endowed with any ſingle ſtrength of 
genius, may, if favoured alſo by their ſitua- 
tion, give way to that original bent, by proſe- 
cuting ſevere ſtudies to every prudent 
length: I ſay to every prudent length. For 
ſhould they puſh their application ſo far as to 
Hurt their more tender health, to hinder thoſe 
family duties for which the ſex are chiefly in- 
tended, or to impare thoſe ſofter graces that 
give them theirhigheſt luſtre; nothing, I think, 
can be more apparent than that,-in ſuch caſes, 
thy would relinquiſh their juſt ſphere, for one 
much leſs amiable, and much leſs beneficial. 
But neither from this, nor from what was ad- 
vanced immediately before, does it follow, 
that in what relates to the acquiſitions of the 
mind, women in general may not purſue ſtu- 


dies that are ſolid, as well as entertaining; 
which leads me to 244. | 
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In the next place, that the moſt obvious 
branches both of NaTURALand MORAL PHI- | 
Loso Ex ſhould engage ſome portion of your 
time. That they are fo ſeldom, and ſo flight- 
ly thought of, you muſt allow me to ſay, is a 
melancholy reflection. Does Creation, thro” 
her infinitely extended, and infinitely diver- 
ſified ſcenery, diſplay innumerable wonders ? 
Have theſe been traced with ſkill and accu- 
racy, by many learned, and many laborious 
hands! Are they laid open to you, and almoſt 
prefſed upon you from every quarter? For of 
natural philofophy I conſider natural hiſtory | 
as a part, —And can you with a giddy eye 
turn away from this glorious ſpectacle, to gaze 
on the meaneſt ornament of beauty, or the 
ſillieſt pageant of yanity ; thus poorly, not to 
ſay impiouſly, proſtituting that admiration 
which ought to be conſecrated chiefly to the 
works of your all- perfect Creator? 
Are the great and eternal obligations of 
Conſcience, the maxims of a wiſe and worthy 
behaviour, the duties you owe to the Supreme 
of Beings, to your fellow- creatures, and your- 
ſelves, the rules neceſſary for the government 
of your own minds in particular, or for the 


management of thoſe that may be hereafter 
Lt os 
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committed to your care; are theſe mighty 


- conſiderations, unfolded and enforced as they 
| have been with equal clearneſs and eloquence 


by various writers—Are theſe, I ſay, matters 
of ſo little concern with you, that the adjuſt- 
ing ſome petty circumſtance of dreſs, or the 
ſettling ſome fooliſh party of pleaſure, ſhall 
be preferred i in almoſt every caſe of compe- 
tition. 

Here, I maſt confeſs, it is difficult to re- 
preſs the riſings of indignation, Here I can- 


not deny, but the feelings of contempt, mix- 
ed with thoſe of compaſſion, are in ſome dan- 


ger of baniſhing the favourable ideas we en- 


tertain of your ſex, when ſeen in happier points 


of light. —For ſhame, ladies! let not this re- 
proach reſt on you any longer. Haſten to vin- 
dicate your reputation from the infamy of 
impertinence and nonſenſe. Be ambitious to 
demonſtrate, by the moſt ſubſtantial proofs, 


that you are capable of better things than the 


placing of a riband, or adjuſting an head- 
dreſs : than the glittering into an aſſembly- 


room, or prattling at a tea- table. Be all ar- 


dour to emulate thoſe excellent ones of your 
ſex, who, without affecting to diſpiſe any 


thing that is innocently female, diſcover in 
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their coverſation among their friends, a mind 


devoted to wiſdom, and enobled by Know- 
ledge. 

The duty and advantage of coating the 
Scriptures, with a few books of the moſt ſe- 


rious and devotional ſtrain, 1 will take another 


occaſion to conſider. —But, I think, I hear 


| you exclaiming, that, though God has given 


you the capacities of intellectual improvement, 
men have denied you the opportunities of it. 


Let us therefore proceed to examine how this 


matter ſtands, which was our ſecond point. 


| If your complaint is well founded, you are 
certainly objects of pity, inſtead of blame. If 
the men, jealous of dominion, do really ſeek 


to depreſs the women, by keeping them in a 
ſtate of ignorance, they are ſarcly guilty of 


equal cruelty and meanneſs. But though the 


complaint be a very common one, and very 
popular with your ſex, I muſt takè the liberty 
of ſaying, that it appears to me without any 
foundation adequate to the bitterneſs with 
which it has been made, or to the keenneſs 
with which it has been propagated. 


That your minds are often much neglected 
at home, that they are neglected perhaps yet 


more at many boarding-ſchools, we readily 
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8 admit, and heartily regret. 8 But are you ne- 


vertheleſs deſirous of knowledge Then, 
what ſhould hinder you from attaining it? Is 
there any law or ſtatute prohibiting you, un- 


der ſevere pains and penalties, to read or to 


think, if you are ſo minded ? Books you have, 


or may have, on every ſubject that is proper 


for you. This is not a country where theſe are 
ſcarce ; where Friendſhip, if permitted, will 


not ſupply, or where Benevolence, if aſked, 


will not lend them. You will be pleaſed to re- 
member too, that the price of one expenſive 
gown, or of one ſhining toy, will at any time 


| Furniſh a little library of the beſt authors. 


Nor does it appear, that you are at a loſs to 
find as many plays and novels as the moſt in- 


ſatiable avidity can devour. But in fact, there 


are few young ladies, who are not tolerably 


provided with books uſeful as well as amu- 


ſing ; and in thoſe, who are not under the ne- 
ceſſity of earning their bread, it is both an 


idle and unthankful pretence, to plead that 
they want either opportunity or leiſure for any 
one ſtudy befitting their ſex. 


Not to ſpeak of the time that, with ſo much 


propriety, they might, and that for ſo many 
| reaſuns, they ought to redeem from endleſs 
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viſitings and other follies; what is there to 
prevent their reading alternately to one ano- 
ther, when cuſtom or conveniency engages 
them at work together? Such an exerciſe 
would not only enlarge the ſtock of ideas in 
each individual, but alſo preſent materials on 
which their minds might operate, with an 
energy quickened by mutual exertion. As 
* iron ſharpeneth iron, ſo doth the face of a 
« woman her friend.” You cannot, my fair 
pupils, be offended, that to ſuit the quotation 
to the argument; I ſhould here read Woman 
for Man. How ſmoothly have I ſeen thoſe 
hours ſteal away; which were thus employed 
in a little ring of intelligent females, all ſweet- 
ly ſolicitous to improve and be n by | 
each other! . 
By this means too may ki acquired: a very 
valuable and pleaſing accompliſhment, that of 
READING WELL; and to this cauſe I pre- 
ſume, it is to be aſeribed, in part at leaſt, that 
there are not a few women who poſſeſs it in 
no contemptible degree ; and that there are 
ſome who read delightfully. It is likewiſe, in 
ſome meaſure, probably owing to that fine 
feeling of nature and of ſentiment, which may 
be ſuppoſed to reſult from the delicacy of their 
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organs. If in the exerciſe I ſpeak of, they 
are often deficient where force and vehemence 
are requiſite, to that very delicacy it is ob- 
vious to impute it; and alſo perhaps to their 
running too commonly into a monotony, which 
their teachers have not taken ſaſſiclent pain: 
to correct. | 

Having touched on this head, I will take 
85 leave to remark by the way, that nothing, as 
J apprehend, can be more erroneous than to 
begin the ſtudy of what may be termed the 
ART of READTN O, with poetry chiefly. For 
by the flow and harmony of the numbers, 2 
learner is carried inſenſibly i into the repetition 
of thoſe muſical tones, that chance to ſeize the 
ear with particular delight; from which the 
voice, once got into the ſame ſtrain, cannot, 
without a ſtruggle, perſuade itſelf to break 
away: a principal ſource of the evil of mono- 
tony, where it has not been contracted by bad 
example, and where the ſenſe of an author 15 
underſtood or attended to. Where it is not, 

the propor emphaſis cannot be expected. 
Nou, to prevent or remedy this prevailing 
evil, the moſt likely method, I conceive, 
would be to begin wich frequently reading 
aloud thoſe 9 in proſe of uns ths 
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ſtyle is plain and eaſy, ſuch as unadorned 


Narrative, ſhort Stories, familiar Epiſtles ; 
but principally thoſe that approach neareſt to 
the language of converſation, ſuch as Dia- 
| logues, and the beſt Dramatic Writings ; 


mixing for a conſiderable time nothing that 


is verſified, and endeavouring to ſupport the 


voice with firmneſs and ſimplicity, till you 


have formed a habit of ſo doing. Then by 
flow and almoſt imperceptible progreſſion, you 
ſhould advance to what is more varied, rheto- 
rical, and raiſed : ſuch as Allegories, Ora- _ 
tions, Moral and Religious Diſcourſes, and 
Eſſays of the pathetic kind, together with the 

8 moſt beautiful and elevated parts of Holy 
| Writ; keeping to theſe, till your voice has 


acquired flexibility, expreſſion, and energy. 
After repeated and patient efforts in this way, 


you may proceed with ſucceſs to reading and 
reciting pieces of poetry, in different ſtyles ; 
ſetting out with thoſe where there is leaſt, and 


ning gradually to thoſe where there is moſt 
of the tender, the impaſſionated, and the ſu- 
blime. Need I add, that all this ſhould be 
ptactiſed in the frequent hearing, and under 
the kind animadverſion, of an experienced 
judge? | | 
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But, perhaps, you think the practice too 
laborious and troubleſome. Do ye? Go, 


thou trifler! and be aſhamed of thy folly.— 
To negle@ the ſtudy of thy native Engliſh, 
the ſkilful uſe of which, joined to ſentiment 
and knowledge, would render thy converſa- 
tion charming; and yet contentedly to puzzle 
thy filly head with learning a little. imperfc& 


French, which is a hundred to one if ever 


thou ſhalt have occaſion to uſe.—How pre- 
poſterous and futile | To the language laſt 
named I am no enemy: I only blame its oc- 
. cupying ſo large a place in the female edu- 
cation of this country. For ladies of rank the 


faſhion has made it neceſſary ; But what can 


be more ridiculous than to fee our city girls, 


not vxcepting the daughters of plain tradel- 
men and honeſt mechanics, taught for years 
together, at great expence a ſmattering of 


that, which, ſoon after they leave the board- 
ing: ſchool, is generally forgotten; while they 
are left ignorant of the ſuperior beauties and 

juſt pronunciation of their mother- tongue? 


I mention the exerciſe of RECiTING 


 vERses, With relation to this, I would only 


ſay, that I do not wiſh a young woman to in- 


dulge it in any company, that is not very 


| > Oh... HI HR 


— © 


Serm. VII. Young Wowrn, 229 
private and choſen indeed; how much ſoever 
it is to be defired, that ſhe ſhould ſtore her 
memory with ſome of the moſt ſelect ſenti- 
ments, and friking deſcriptions, from the 
belt writers both in verſe and proſe. 

On this laſt particular I am led to obſerve, 
that, for a diſengaged hour, there can be few 
occupations of greater entertainment or utili- 
ty, than that of imprinting on the mind thoſe _ 


| paſſages from any good author, which hap- 


pen to pleaſe and affect more than ordinary; ; 
either by repeating them often at the time, till 
they are got by heart, or by writing them 


down, or ſometimes by doing both. The ad- 


vantages of ſuch a practice are ſufficiently 
apparent. Would it be one of the leaſt, 
think ye, that the attention of her who was 
thus employed, would be often turned from 
viewing and admiring her perſon or dreſs in 
the mirror, to the contemplation of Truth and 


| Virtue, and fixing their fair and venerable 


image in her ſoul? 
Beſides the little opportunities of mental 
culture now enumerated, I muſt not forget 


to add, that in all probability there are few 


young ladies who are not, or who may not be, 
acquainted with ſome perſons of both ſexes, 
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endowed alike with worth and capacity, that 


would take the higheſt pleaſure by their con- 


verſation and counſel, to aid them in the pur- 
ſuit of know / led ge; which eng me to con- 


ſider, 

In the laſt place, your com plaints of want of 
encouragement to that purſuit. Who are they 
then that ſeek to diſcourage you? | have read 
of fooliſh mothers, that would not ſuffer their 


daughters to read leaſt they ſhould dim the 


luſtre of their eyes, or ſpoil the bloom of their 
complexions. But I have never met with one 
that ſeriouſly carried her folly ſo far. On the 
other hand, I have known parents, not a few, 
who, though they had little or no, taſte for 


knowledge themſelves, would yet ſpeak with 
the utmoſt ſatisfaction of a girl that was fond 
of her books. 


But perhaps, my little friend i is afraid, leſt 
the men ſhould ſuſpect her of being what the 
world ſtyles, iu deriſion a learned lady. In- 


deed ! Is this then a character fo very eaſily 
acquired, that you are in danger of it the mo- 
ment you imerge from the depth of ignurance, 
and begin to think and ſpeak like a reaſon- 
able being? You are over ©alty in your ap- 
: . A learned lady : is v7 no mean. a 
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creature that we run the riſk of being often 
ſhocked with. For my own part I have ne- 
ver, ſtrictly ſpeaking, ſeen ſuch a one; and 
when at any time I have met with what ap- 
s r. to that character, I muſt profeſs, 1 
tound nothing to excite terror. But poſſibly 
you mean a ſmatterer in learning. There, 
indeed, 1 join with you in wiſhing you may 
never incur the imputation. | | 

That men are frightened at female pedan- 
ty, is very certain. A woman that affects to 
diſpute, to decide, to diftate en every ſubject ; 
that watches or makes opportunities of throw- | 
ing out ſcraps of literature, or ſhreds of phi- 
loſophy, in every company that engroſſes the 
converſation, as if the alone was qualified to 
entertain; that betrays, in ſhort, a boundleſs 
intemperance of tongue, together with an 
inextinguiſhable paſſion for ſhining by the 
ſplendor of her ſuppoſed talents ; ſuch a Wo- 
man is truly inſufferable.——At firſt, per- 


haps, ſhe may be conſidered merely as an ob- 
ject of ridicule; but ſhe ſoon grows into an 
object of averſion Be aſſured, however, that 
where a character ſo unnatural appears, it 18 
not the effect of too much knowledge, but of 
too little. The deop river flows on with a no- 
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ble fillneG, while the ſhallow ſtream runs 


babbling along. Suſpicious of her own defi. 
cCiency, the pedant we deſcribe, ſuſpects left 
5 you ſhould diſcover it; but inſtead of learn. 


ing caution from that conſciouſneſs, ſhe ſtrives 


to dazzle you with the little ſhe does know: 


Or elſe, what is more probable, elated with 


that which to her circumſcribed view appears 


great, her vanity cannot reſtrain itſelf from 


_ diſplaying it on all occaſions ; when farther 


progreſs and higher ground, would have 
taught her modeſty, by ſhewing her immenſe 


regions of truth yet untravelled, of which ſhe 
had no conception before. | 


In fact, we find that the beſt ſcholars of 


either ſex are the leaſt oſtentatious. It will 


ever be ſo, where erudition is accompanied 


with judgment, and matured by refleQion, 
Take care to preſerve ſober ſenſe, and un- 


aſſuming manners; far from giving diſguſt by 
literary attainments to any perſon whoſe re- 
gard is of moment, you will give pleaſure to 


every thinking man and woman of your ac- 
quaintance. 1 am even inclined to believe, 


that, when in converſation, you claim no kind 
of pre-eminence, but inſtead of pretending to 


teach, are willing to learn—inſtead of eourt- 
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; ing applauſe, are ready to confer it—inftead 


of proudly directing, are content quietly to - 
follow the current of diſcourſe, every crea- 


ture living will be delighted with your de- 


portment, will liſten with attention, and even 
deference, to one who has thus learned, that 
the nobleſt improvement of ſuperige know- | 
ledge, is ſuperior humility, 

Now ard then, indeed, there may be an. 


inviduous female, who cannot bear to ſee her- 
ſelf outdone. But that is a circumſtance, 


which will only add to your exaltation ; while 


every one elſe will be tempted, for the ſake of 


mortifying her, to pay the more reſpect to 
vou. Be this as it may, the notion that letters 
are apt to generate ſelf-conceit, becauſe it 
cannot be denied that the abuſe of them has 
often done fo, will in thoſe of the leaſt can- 
dour or diſcernment ſerve io heighten efteem 
{or ker, who conſiders an excellent underſtand- 
us as only next in value to an excellent tem- 
per. If, on any occaſion, it ſhould happen that 
the fooliſh or ihe worthleſs of one ſex, or of 

the other, are prejudiced againſt a young wo- 
man for diſcovering, though without parade, 


2 Cultivated nund—;, bar then? Is not the 
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ſingle plaudit of a real judge ſufficient to out- 
weigh a whole theatre of others? 

But you will aſk, Do we not often fee hand- 
ſome 1diots complimented and careſſed by 
thoſe men from whom better things might be 
expected; while the moſt accompliſhed wo- 
men in the ſame company ſhall be overlook- 
ed, if deſtitute of perſonal charms ? The fact 
cannot be diſſembled, and far be it from me 
to juſtify ſuch partiality. There is in beauty 
a magic, which certainly does enchant for a 
time the generality of beholders: But this will | 

by no means excuſe the injuſtice of neglecting 


merit in thoſe who want that advantage. Let 


it be remembered, however, that the triumph 7 
of their rivals is commonly like that of the wic- | 
| ked, ſhort. The ſpell on which it is founded is 
ſoon broke. Men, at leaſt of any ſignificance, 
are ſeldom long in recovering their ſenſes. 
The admiration raiſed by a ſet of features, 
«* or the tincture of a ſkin, is often, by the 
' witleſlneſs of the poſſeſſor, thrown down in an 
inſtant. The witchcraft of a fair outſide is al- 
ways diſpelled by familiarity. Nothing can 
detain affection or fix eſteem, but that kind of 
beauty which depends not on fleſh and blood. 
The leaſt degree of underſtanding will be diſ- 
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ſted at petulence, caprice, or nonſenſe, even 
in the faireſt form. External allurements are 
continually loſing; internal attractions are 
continually gaining. A beautiful character 
js as the morning light, that ſhineth more 
„„ and more unto the perfect day.“ Senſe, 


ſpirit, ſweetneſs, are immortal. All beſides, 
* withers like the graſs.” The power of 


a face to pleaſe, or indeed to diſpleaſe, is 
diminiſhed every time it is ſeen, When ap- 
petite does not predominate—and appetite 
cannot predominate always— the ſoul will ſeek _ 
2 = ſoul; it will refuſe to be ſatisfied with any 
thing leſs. If it finds none, in vain ſhall the 
brighteſt eye ſparkle, in vain ſhall the ſofteſt 
mile entice, But if a mind appears, and, 
wherever it reſides, a mind will appear, it is 
recognized, admired, and embraced ; even 
though the eye ſhould poſſeſs no luſtre, and 
imiles ſhould at t the moment be baniſhed * 
ſorrow. 


Mind, mind 8 bear a earth and heavens : 
| The living fountain in itſelf contains 
Of beauteous and ſublime ! Here hand in hand 


Sit paramount the Graces— 
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I cannot conclude this diſcourſe, without 
taking ſo fair an opportunity of addrefling 
myſelf to ſuch of the men, as by directing 
their praiſes to young women wholly or chiefly 


co an outward appearance, turn the attention 


and ſolicitude of the little idols ſo ſtrongly that 


way, as often to occaſion the neglect of thoſe. 


inward perfections which can alone give them 
value. Have you forgotten, Sirs, that what 
they ſee you admire, and hear you applaud, 
they will be induced to think moſt worthy of 
admiration and applaule ; and that on it of 
courſe they will beſtow their whole or their 
chief care? It you, who ought to aſſiſt their 
judgment, and animate their reſolutions, in 
what relates to the conduct of life, are accu- 
ſtomed to pay your main homage to their 
perſons, their perſons they likewiſe will adore. 
Beauty with them will conſtitute merit; and 
every other endowment will be employed as 
a handmaid to dreſs that, if not as a pandar 
to ſell it. Accordingly I fear, that to your 
ſcore muſt be charged many errors of the ſex, 
often leſs juſtly imputed to them. Thoſe er- 
rors, I am ſure, it would become you to pre- 
vent, or to correct at the ſource, by point- 
ing out to them what, in your wiſer hours, 
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you want and wiſh them to be; and what, 
when they are, will not fail to captivate love, 
to command veneration, and to add perma- 
nence to both. 

Conſider, I beſeech you, how kovourable 
it will be for you, inſtead: of corrupting the 
fair, to mend them; inſtead of perverting 
| their ideas, to lead their taſte to knowledge 
and elegance, to worth and delicacy, to hu- 
mility and meakneſs: Things which in your 
inmoſt ſouls you cannot but prize, whenever, 
you meet with them in an amiable woman, 
and of which you are ſecretly convinced the 
_ abſence cannot be compenſated by any ad- 


voantages of form or feature, any decorations 


of faſhion or ſhow. How much nobler the 
power to ſave, than the power to deftroy ! 
| How much ſweeter the praiſe of being eſteem- 
ed men of virtue and ſentiment, the friends 
and patrons of the ſex, advocates for their 
true intereſt, and zealous to promote it, than 
that of being looked upon as ſmooth-tongued 
courtiers, or good- natured triflers !—To flat- 
teragiddy girl into good humour, or even ten- 
derneſs, by telling her perpetually how hand- 
ſome or how fine ſhe is, requires no capacity. 
Every empty fellow, every frivolous dangler, 
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every wretch of a paraſite, can do the ſame. 
But to engage the eſteem of a woman of 
principle and diſcernment, to preſerve that 
eſteem, and even to inſure in her breaſt a 
ſilent teſtimony, that you have contributed to 
_ eitabliſh this principle, and to improve this 
diſcernment—is 'riumph indeed! "hoſe cox- 
combs hat in truth make no diſtinction, but 


| yet would perſuade every young thing they 


ice, cha her face, her ſhape, her dreſs, her 
air ſurpaſs all thoſe of her ſex; and after 


throwing her into ecſtacies of ſelf-compla- 


cence, go away and laugh to-their compa- 
nions —are a deteſtable race 
Concerning many of you, my friends, [ 


| hope better things. Nor do I mean by aught 


1 have ſaid, rigidly to preclude every degree 


of compliment in converſation with the ladies. 


1 am for commending with moderation, what 


is commendable ; ; for acknowledging with 1 


prudence, what is pleaſing. Young minds 


ought to be encouraged. In every young 
mind there is ſomething good. An agreeable 
appearance is certainly engaging. Truth will 
never deny it: Courteſy will readily own it. 
But then, under the ſhelter of kind approba- | 


tion, ſalutary counſel may be admitted. Wil- 
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dom may be found a welcome gueſt, when 
introduced by Affection was going to ſay, 
that vanity may be ſucceſsfully turned a- 
gainſt itſelf. * But why ſhould the love of ho- 
neſt praiſe be deemed vanity ? Even tell your 
female friends, that you do eſteem them for 
whatever in their character is eſtimable. Tell 
them without exaggeration, but generouſly at 
the ſame time, what that 1s. Deſcribe with 
complacence the qualities and accompliſh- 
ments, which you have ever held moſt truly 

attractive, which it is in their power to ac- _ 
quire, and which it will be their glory to poſ- 

leſs. If they have beauty, be not afraid to 

add how alluring i it appears, when illuminated 
by ſenſe, and arrayed by virtue. If they have 


none, remind them freely that ſenſe and virn-- 


tue have oftentimes borne away the palm 
ſrom the fineſt figure that ever Flattery dei- 
hed, if deſtitute of thoſe living and ag 
praces. - 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 


